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CfO Going to higher education in Edinburgh?
City of Edinburgh Universities
X Officers Training Corps (OTC)
urgently requires

*FUN
-ADVENTURE  pipers and drummers
*CHALLENGE (of all standards)
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THE NORTHERN MEETING
PIPING COMPETITIONS

Eden Court T heatre, Inverness

Wednesday 6th and Thursday 7th
September, 2000
commencing 8.30am Wednesday and Thursday
Wednesday Thursday

Piobaireachd Clasp Piobaireachd Gold Medal

Piobaireachd Silver Medal Strathspey & Reel (Grades A & B)
March (Grades A & B) Hornpipe & Jig

March, Strathspey & Reel Junior Competitions (being held at the
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Piping duties

naccustomed as we are to
U indulging in odium pibrochologi-
cum, the dark art of ceol mor
controversy, we will make a few
comments on this year’s John
MacFadyen lecture now that this
erudite and entertaining paper has
run its course in these pages.

The first: ‘Piobaireachd survives,
where it does at all, almost
exclusively on the competition
platform in the hands of a relatively
small number of top class
performers’. If we accept this it is to
ignore the hundreds of enthusiasts for
the great music who enjoy their
tunes without going anywhere near a
contest board. They play for pleasure
and that of their piping friends. Such
piobaireachd ‘clubs’ are common
across the globe. We have our own
on a Thursday night in the College.

The second: ‘Piobaireachd is
going to remain a minority interest’.
Balance that statement against the
hundreds clamouring for a place in
the Gold and Silver Medals and you
may form a different view.
Piobaireachd has never been more
popular. Membership of the
Piobaireachd Society grows by the
year. The sales of the Society’s
collection and the Kilberry Book
bear witness to this explosion of
interest. The thirst for knowledge of
our ancient music has never been
greater, and that thirst is not confined
to these shores. Our top teachers
could spend the entire summer
abroad spreading the word on
piobaireachd to avid students
desperate to learn of its mysteries.

The third: The inference (perhaps

made unwittingly) that to avoid
‘stagnation’ in piobaireachd it is
necessary for the piper to go off at
some tangent overturning years of
traditional teaching on the way.
Piobaireachd, as any serious student
of the art will tell you, is a lifetime
study. There are hundreds of pieces
of music to work on. Within the
parameters of the mainstream oral
tradition, there is huge scope for
innovative interpretation, light and
shade and rhythm. To appreciate this
you have to spend a substantial time
studying the genre under the
guidance of a respected teacher.
Moreover, the professional piper can
devote thirty, or maybe more, years
learning set tunes; months of winter
work trying to get to the soul of
some new pieces he/she hopes will
take a trick at Oban and Inverness.
Where’ the stagnation there?

The fourth niggle we have is the
suggestion that if John MacDougall
Gillies, Willie Gray or Robert Reid
were to take the stage at Eden Court
they would sound completely
different from the players of today.
Really? If we take the obvious
difference of pitch and bagpipe sound
out of the equation, where is the
evidence? In fact in the case of
Robert Reid we’ll state here and
now that we are sure that he would
not. The only difference, apart from
pipe pitch, would be in his unerring
brilliance - which any generation
would have difficulty matching. In
overall style, format and approach he
undoubtedly played much as we do
today. And there are enough good
recordings of him around to prove it.
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BAND NEWS

World Championships

Breaks All Records

HE World Championships in

Glasgow later this month will be
the biggest ever in the history of the
competition. Two hundred and thirty
two bands - more than 5,000
bandsmen and women - from all over
the world, will battle it out at Glasgow
Green on August 12,

The entry has confounded the
sceptics and is a major boost for the
organisers, the Royal Scottish Pipe
Band Association, often criticised for
the way they run their affairs.

The entry is a huge boost too for
Glasgow City Council one of the main
sponsors (the other is bag maker WL
Gore who have sponsored Grade One).

Such is the entry that Grade Two
has had to be split into two qualifying
events and a final.

The full draw in order of band
appearance is:

Grade 1 Qualifying - McNeilstown,
Hydro Electric Buchan,78th Frasers, St
Laurence O Toole, Los Angeles, Glasgow
Skye, City of Washington. Toronto Pol., D
Urquhart, Halifax(Canada), RUC, Dysart,
Peel Pol., Alberta Cal., City of Wellington.

Grade 2 Qualifying Section 1 -
Crossgare, Denny, Ballinderry, P'kemmet,
Dunedin USA, L&B Pol., Baron of Lee,
Heather P&D, Ravara, Dumbarton, RSD
Guards, Newtongrange, Monkstown,
Tayside Pol., Killeen, Dunoon Argyll,
Cullybackey, Grampian Pol., Prince
Charles(USA), Maple Ridge, Drambuie,
Cap Caval

Grade 2 Qualifying Section 2 -
Richmond Ave. SA, N lIreland Prison ,
Queensland Hdrs.,, Clonoe, Bleary,

Houghton, Bucksburn,

Chivas Regal, Hamilton USA, City of
Glasgow, Scottish Gas, Dumfries Const.,
MacKenzie Cal., Niagara Pol.,
Wallacestone, 1st Batt. The Highlanders,
1st Batt.KOSB, Ballycoan, Cabar Feidh,
Glassdrummond, Torphican, Boghall.

Grade 3a - Annan, St Finbar’s, Cumber
Claudy, Oban, St Laurence, Amsterdam,
Delville, N Belfast, Lord Edward,
Strathclyde Fire, Dornoch, Toronto Pol.,
Culter, Dingwall, Mountjoy, Dr Wright,
Frank Rainey, Cyril-Scott, Banbridge,
Beeston, Killadeas, MacLean Annan,
Tullylagan, Milngavie, 1st Argylls, RP
Blandford, Leapoughs, Woodgrange,
Coalbum.

Grade 3b - Moneygore, Pride of
Murray, Johnstone, Hollymount, Holbaek,
Colmcille, Ballydonaghy, Calgary Hdrs.,
Inverclyde, Tullintrain, Bready, Big Rock,
Turriff, Luton Uni., Cottown, Kinross,
Ayr, Perth, Kirkcaldy, Pontefract, Howard
Mem., Major Sinclair, Inverness Schools,
Fintan Lalor.

Juvenile - Lord Selkirk, Arbroath,
Bucksbum, Lochgelly, Dunoon Grammar,
Inverness Schools, Vale of Atholl, Paisley,
Burntisland, Boghall.

Grade 4a - Houghton, Kilmarnock,
Altnaveigh, Magherafelt, Bo’ness, Quinn
Mem., Glencorse, Ballybriest,
Newtongrange, Crozier, Kirkconnel,
Heather P&D, Denver, Inverkeithing,
Limvood, Troon, Sgt. Walker, Mountfield,
Bellaghy, Milngavie, Linlithgow,
Augharan, Banbury, Syerla, RAF Leuchars,
Stirling, Brechin, Matt Boyd Mem., Seven
Towers, City' of Glasgow, Chicago, West
Yorkshire Fire, West Midlands Fire,
Cullenfad, Hawick.



ARGYLLSHIRE GATHERING
PIPING COMPETITIONS

Wednesday 23rd and Thursday 24th August 2000

WEDNESDAY, 23RD AUGUST

Highland Society of London Gold Medal, 9am Great Western Hotel, Oban

Grant’s Senior Piobaireachd Competition, 10.30am, Royal Hotel, Oban

Silver Medal Competition, 9am, Corran Halls, Oban

MacGregor Memorial Competition, 9am, Regent Hotel, Oban

March, Strathspey & Reel (Former Winners) Competition, 7pm Corran Halls, Oban

Admission: Adult £5.00; Concessions £3.00; Children under 14 £1.00
Tickets are valid at all venues
THURSDAY, 24TH AUGUST

Oban Highland Games, Mossfield Park, Oban starting at 10am
March (Local) and Strathspey & Reel (Local)
Junior March, Strathspey & Reel (Local)
March ‘A’ and Strathspey & Reel ‘A’
March ‘B’ and Strathspey & Reel ‘B’
Jg
Admission: Adult £5.00; Concessions £3.00; Children under 14 £1.00

The James J. Coyne Memorial

School of Piping”-
Chiet mtructor: Seumas T Coyne rum
Year-Round Classes in Piping & Drumming
Juvenile Pipe Band

The James J. Coyne Memorial School of Piping & Drumming is a tax-exempt
non-profit organization that offers courses in Scottish & Irish bagpipe and
drumming music, starting at the beginner’s level and leading up to a graduate
certificate. A diploma of piping or drumming corresponding to post-graduate
studies is also available.

For information on classes and fees, please call

(914) 633-5297

New York Metro area 748-B North Avenue
Established in 1992 New Rochelle, New York 10801



Band News

Grade 4b Qualifying Section 1 - East
Kilbride, Kinglassie, Big Rock, Chicago,
Northern Cal., St Patrick’s, Kilsyth, Corpus
Christi, Ashbourne, Methil, West Linton,
St Francis, Clan Albanach, Fraser,
Muirkirk, Gilnahirk, Girvan, Penicuik,
Gransha, Arbroath, Kirkudbright, Crag
Dhe Cead.

Grade 4b Qualifying Section 2 -
Finvoy, Mourne Vale, Tweedvale,
uddingston, Wailliaimvood, Kenora,
MacDonald Pittsburg, Lomond and Clyde,
Dreghorn, Westminster (Canada),
Schenectady, Flolbaek, Louisville, Moffat,
Lanark, Sault Sainte Marie, St Brieg,
Dunfermline, Callander, Duns, Vale of
Clyde, Canadian Forces Trenton.

Nov.Juv. - Oldmeldrum, Warrington,
Knightswood, Glasgow schools, Houston
BB, Dumbarton, Culter BB, Burntisland,
Craigmount, Milngavie, 231 Glasgow BB,
Inverkeithing, Bo’ness, Boghall, Lochgelly,
St Andrews, Colorado Youth, Kirkcaldy,
Bowhill, Monkstown, George Watson’s,
Seafield, Stirling Dist.

This running order is liable to
alteration and all bands should check
with the RSPBA on +44 (0)141 221
5414,

The Grade One final draw will be
made on the day when the qualifiers
are known.

Lucky Jim Gets Pipesfor Free

OUNG learner James Buchanan,
Yaged 1 (right), got a nice surprise
recently when his father came home
from work with a set of pipes for him.
Alastair Buchanan had called at a house
to fit a new electric meter when he saw
a man come out from next door and
take the pipes to a bin. “What are you
doing?” asked Alastair. “Throwing
them out,” said the man. “Don* do
that” said Alastair, “I’'ve a son learning
to play.”

The pipes are coccus wood with
nickel ferrules and ivory ring caps and
appear to be identical to a set in the
College of Piping museum and made
by David Glen.

James is learning with the Callander
pipe band and has just started on the
pipes, using a set on loan from the band.

Less than two years ago another boy
in the same band found a set of ivory
mounted bagpipes on the local rubbish
dump.



MEGARITY -

Superior Quality
Bagpipe Chanter
Reeds

As played by:
1999 World Champions

Simon Fraser University Pipe Band

Scottish, Ulster and All-Ireland Champions
Field Marshall Montgomery Pipe Band

1999 World Championships Grade One Qualifier
and Premier United States Pipe Band
Los Angeles Scots Pipe Band

An immense thank you to all of the pipe
bands and soloists who are playing our
reeds for having faith and trust in our
product making our first year in business a
great success.

For information on our reeds, please visit our website at:
Www.megros.com
Megarity-Ross Reedmakers
23972 Dublin Street, Lake Forrest, CA 92630, USA
Tel: 949 460 9325 Fax: 001 949 460 9324
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Derek Maxwell

CONTEST ROUND-UP

Niall Lasts the Couvse to Win

Important Tvophy

IALL Mathieson, a piping
N instructor for Highland Region,
has won this years Donald MacDonald
Quaich. Niall was placed first for his
rendition of Bcinn a Ghriain. Other
competitors were Greg Wilson, now
Falkirk, Stuart Sheddon, Bishopbriggs,
and Colin MacLellan, now Glasgow.

The Donald MacDonald is unique
in that the pipers are asked to play
tunes set by MacDonald or the
MacArthurs, hereditary pipers to the
MacDonalds of Sleat.

The contest is held in the Clan
Donald Centre, Armadale, Skye, and
was sponsored by Glenfiddich.
Chairman and Fear and Tighe was Dr

Angus MacDonald, himself a former
holder of the Quaich.

Judge was Andrew Wright,
Dunblane, and he has kindly agreed to
the reprinting of his comments:

“In this type of competition | felt it
was important to give credit for the
positive aspects of each of the
performances. Niall Mathieson gave a
good performance of a very long and
demanding piece. The setting played
called for the ground to be repeated
through the tune. Niall managed to
keep the music going while doing this
and at the same time related the
variations to each other. His pipe
sounded well and lasted the course.

Niall admires his tiar trophy
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"Whenyou buy a product from our shop you are doing something much more important than
just making a purchase - you are supporting the education programme within the Piping Centre. "

Visit our NEW & IMPROVED website
«J WE CAN SHIP ORDERS WORLD-WIDE!

. >S5 SHOP ON-LINE FOR QUALITY PIPING
ACCESSORIES, BOOKS, CDS, CASSETTES
and Scottish crafts
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N C ontact our piping instructors

. P urchase ON-LINE with our guaranteed
FOR EXPERT ADVICE
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30-34 McPhater Street, Cowcaddens, Glasgow G4 OHw .
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Contest Round-Up

Greg Wilson played Lady
MacDonalds Lament on a good pipe
with good technique. The tune was
slightly lacking in animation. The
timing of the echo beats is open to
interpretation but whichever path the
piper chooses he must balance things
bar to bar and phrase to phrase. Greg
unfortunately had two or three
different timings and this detracted
from his performance. Stuart
Sheddon was asked to play Lady
Margaret MacDonalds Salute. In the
more conventional setting this is one of
his favourite tunes, and I felt he was a
little over cautious with the MacArthur
setting. The crunluath is of an entirely
different type than that which is
normally heard and he struggled a little
to find the correct timing.

Colin MacLellan played the Young
Laird of Dungallons Salute but
unfortunately had a couple of changes
of mind when playing well on a good
pipe.”

Another important event which

took place earlier this summer was the
Campbeltown Tercentenary Invitatio-
nal Competition organised by the
Kintyre Piping Society.

Hugh MacCallum has sent this
report:

This competition was held on 10
June in The Argyll Arms Hotel,
Campbeltown.

There were eight invited contestants
namely P/M Brian Donaldson,Willie
McCallum, Angus MacColl Roddy
MacLeod, Stuart Sheddon, Gordon
Walker, Robert Wallace and Greg
Wilson. The format was in three
separate events Piobaireachd, March
Strathspey & Reel, and Hornpipe and
Jig with the overall award decided
between the Piobaireachd and the
March Strathspey and Reel events.

The competition was co-chaired by
Alastair Cousin and myself. 1 outlined
some of the known history of the tunes
in the piobaireachd. Some good
performances were heard during the
day with Willie McCallum outstanding

Competitors and organiser in chief IVillie McCallum Snr. at Campbeltown



MACPHERSON'’S

OF EDINBURGH SINGE 1946

COMPLETE UNIFORMS AND HIGHLAND DRESS FOR PIPE BANDS, GENTS, LADIES
AND CHILDREN. QUANTITY DISCOUNT.

PROBABLY THE BEST BAGPIPE AND PIPE BAND MUSIC BOOK LIST IN THE WORLD
KILTMAKING ON THE PREMISES. KILTMAKERS HAVE BEEN WITH US FOR YEARS.
WELL KNOWN MAKES OF BAGPIPES, CHANTERS REEDS AND ACCESSORIES
PREMIER AND PEARL AGENTS for drums. WE HIRE OUT HIGHLAND OUTFITS

Send for our free colour brochures and price lists. We send goods all over the World. Jean
Macpherson personally goes to a Bands training night to measure if quantity is required.
She is the daughter of the founder Hugh Macpherson.

We are also on the web. Catch us on
www.hughmacpherson.clemon.co.uk

E-mail:jean@ hughmacpherson.demon.co.uk
Tel: 0131-225 4008 Fax: 0131 225 9823

HUGH MACPHERSON (Scotland) Ltd.

17 West Maitland Street, Edinburgh, EH 12 5EA
(5 minutes from Princes Street)
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AIRSTREAM BLOWPIPE
A new blowpipe that actually makes
your pipes easier to blow!

This new blowpipes has an oval mouthpiece design
with tips to hold the blowpipe in your mouth which
prevents slipping and fits the mouth more natually. It
has a 3/8" bore making it easier to blowy your pipes.
The built-in Little Mac is larger to prevent any
restriction It's attractive, light and durable and is
compatible with all existing bagpipe designs.
Available in 9%, 10", 11" and 12" sizes

Mouthpiece available separately if desired
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Introducing ... the Piper’s
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3rd Hand

The hand, when placed on the
chanter, covers the holes normally
covered by the B, C and D fingers. It
makes tuning drones easier and
more accurate. Improve your drone
sound with the Piper's 3rd Hand!

IN BAGPIPE & SCOTTISH SHOPS NOW
BLOWPIPE - £37.50 IN UK OR $75.00 IN CANADA OR U.S.
3RD HAND - £6.00 IN UK OR $9.98 IN CANADA OR U.S.

IF UNABLE TO LOCATE, CONTACT

Scott's Highland Services Ltd.
143 STRONACH CRESCENT, LONDON N5V 3G5 CANADA
Phone: (519) 453-0892 Fax: (519) 453-6303
E-mail: scotts@scottshighland.com
Website: www.scottshighland.com
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Contest Round-Up

in the piobaireachd event. Six
piobaireachd of the competitor’s own
choice were submitted. The march,
strathspey & reel took the format of
each player playing two marches, two
strathspeys and two reels from a
submitted list of four of each. The
competition was judged by John D.
Burgess, Norman Gillies and John
MacDougall. The results were as
follows:
Piobaireachd: Argyll Arms Hotel
Trophy & silver quaich: L Willie
McCallum, Nameless Cherede Darievea,
£130; 2. Roddy MacLeod, In Praise of
Morag, £100; 3. Brian Donaldson, The
Old Men of the Shells, £80; 4. Angus
MacColl, Beloved Scotland, £60
March Strathspey & Reel: Serco
Trophy & silver quaich: 1 Brian
Donaldson, Abercairney Highlanders, Lord
Alexander Kennedy, Caledonian Society of
London, Bob of Fettercairn, The Shcepwife,
Mrs MacPhcrson of Inveran, £100; 2.
Gordon Walker, Bonny Ann, 71st
Highlanders, Tulloch Castle, John Roy
Stewart, Miss Proud, The Shcepwife, £80;
3. Willie McCallum, Major Mattson at
Clachantrushal, John MacColls March to
Kilbowie Cottage, Dora MacLeod, Caber
Fcidh, Alick C MacGregor, The Grey Bob,
£60; 4. Roddy MacLeod, Hugh
Kennedy, The Argylishire Gathering, The
Shepherds Crook, Lady MacKcnzic of
Gairloch, The Smith of Chillicchassie,
Bessie McIntyre, £40.
Hornpipe & Jig: Committee
Members” Trophy: 1 Gordon
Walker, Dr Maclnness Fancy, AngusJohn
MacNeil of Barra, £40; 2. Angus
MacColl, Donald MacLeod, Rory
MacLeod, £30; 3. Roddy MacLeod,
The Pipers Controversy, Donnie
MacGregor, £20; 4. Brian Donaldson,
Raigmore, The Snuff Wife, £10.

First overall went to Willie

McCallum on piobaireachd preference.
Second overall went to Brian
Donaldson.

This was a very successful first
invitational competition for Kintyre
Piping Society. They are fortunate in
having the support of many local
businesses and individuals without
which the competition would not take
place. In her closing remarks, the
Society President Mrs Elizabeth
MacNaughton thanked all who had
helped make the competition such a
success. She informed the gathering
that sponsorship from the local
Springbank Distillery had been
promised for next year. There was a
rousing ceilidh in the evening, which
went on well into the ‘small hours’. »

The College of Piping
est. 1944

Going to the Worlds? Make
sure you come and meet
College staff in our large

display tent. Special offers and
music throughout the day.

The Centre of the Bagpipe

World under canvas!

Overseas visitors especially

welcome.

The College of Piping,
Scottish Charity no. SC009984



Highest Award Highest Award

By Appointment
to Her Majesty the Queen
Bagpipe Makers

Edinburgh 1886 Glasgow, 1903-4

R.G. HARDIE & CO.

JiHakers of il]c Jlliorlits finest ~agpipcs

INCORPORATING

PETER HENDERSON LTD.
Established 1868

Sole Manufacturers of the
famous Airtight Seasoning

Bagpipes, Sporrans & Highland Dress
for over 125 years

24 RENFREW STREET, GLASGOW, G2 3BN.
Telephone: 0141-332 3021 Telex: 777967 Fax: 0141-332 8381

Contractors to H.M. Government Telegrams: “Bagpipes Glasgow”

14



BE A BETTER PIPER

Teaching Tips

A Simple Device to Help
Keep the Fingers Straight

Dugald MacNeill

have always thought that the earliest
Iage to begin learning to play the
practice chanter, except for potential
prodigies, is about 10. Due to a
mixture of childish enthusiasm and
parental desire, however, there are some
who insist on starting at a younger age.
For a young child the normal practice
chanter can usually be spanned by small
hands until they try to blow. They then
find that the fingerholes are so far from
their shoulders that their hands can just
reach but they cannot possibly keep the
fingers straight across the sound holes.
Instead they point downwards at quite
an angle. It is rather like an adult trying
to play a practice chanter that is the
length of a walking stick. To solve the
problem small beginners’ chanters are
available and they have a shorter total
length and have the sound holes closer
together than the standard practice
chanter. To save expense the problem
may be solved by simply fitting a
smaller mouthpiece or by hacksawing
off two or three inches (six or seven
centimetres) from the top of the
standard chanter mouthpiece. Ifyou do
resort to the latter make sure you round
off the rough edges with sandpaper or a
file.

There is one other solution that
does not require a hacksaw; it came to
me while writing this and | have tried
it out with some satisfaction. Simply fit
a length of plastic tubing to the
mouthpiece of the chanter and pass it
over the left shoulder (or right if that
hand is at the top) and round the back

of the neck and into the mouth of the
pupil (see picture). The chanter
mouthpiece can then rest on the
shoulder, near the ear, allowing the
fingers and arms to be much more
relaxed. It also allows the young player
to see their fingers and get the correct
positioning. Even if you are an older
piper you may be rather surprised how
this device can help. One of the reasons
some of us enjoy the electronic chanter
is that they are short and allow you to
play in a more relaxed way, especially in
confined spaces.

If the small beginner persists with



HIGHLAND SUPPLIES

136 BRIDGEGATE, GLASGOW, SCOTLAND, G1 5HZ.
TEL: 0141 553 1513, 0700 BAGPIPE, 0700 2247473.
FAX: 0141 552 0795, E-MAIL: mh8@globalnet.co.uk

QUALITY BAGPIPES AT COMPETITIVE PRICES. PROMPT DELIVERY SERVICE
ON ALL BAGPIPES AND ACCESSORIES. AVAILABLE FROM ALL GOOD
BAGPIPE SUPPLIERS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD OR DIRECT FROM THE
ABOVE ADDRESS. PLEASE CONTACT US FOR FURTHER DETAILS.

TRADE AND RETAIL ENQUIRIES WELCOME.
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Be A Better Piper

too long a chanter then he or she will
compensate by having the D finger
pushed right across the chanter so that,
with the fingers pointing downwards,
the pinkie (small finger) can just reach
the low A hole. To be fair, some of
them are competent pipers but as a rule
they lose out in dexterity.

When a small beginner plays the
bagpipe the same problem arises - the
hands can barely reach the chanter let
alone finger it correctly and
comfortably unless the chanter stock is
tied in nearer the other stocks than is
usual. Again, as with the practice
chanter, a shorter blowstick must be
fitted.

It is worth trying to delay starting to
learn until about 10, not only for the
above reasons, but because, the progress
at 10 will be so much greater that the
pupil will be rewarded with
achievement which will sustain interest
in continuing. The world is full of
disenchanted and failed piano players
who were made to try and learn to play
at too young an age.

* Do you have a piping problem
you'd like some help with? Write to Be
A Better Piper, Piping Times, 16-24
Otago Street, Glasgow G12 8JH,
Scotland, UK or e mail us on
pt@college-of-piping.co.uk

Fe

Subscribe on line to the Piping Times at
college@college-of-piping.co.uk

Piping courses now available

at Perth College

Courses in Traditional Music, including piping, are available at Perth College

in a new. purpose-built. £3.83 million music and media centre.

As a member of the University of the Highlands and Islands project, Perth
College can offer a range of music courses at different levels. Choose from:
Foundation Studies; 11INC; HND; or the BA in Music Performance.

Other specialist traditional options arefiddle, clarsach and accordion.

To find out more call 0800 027 11 77, quoting refPTL
or visit www.pcrth.ac.uk Perth College, Crieff Road Perth PHI 2NX

Ref 11

PSRTH
COLLEGE

Pi Rill Coi 11 | msisioproviim iNcuoi M.IIViin ( aiion \M >irxisim


mailto:pt@college-of-piping.co.uk
mailto:college@college-of-piping.co.uk
http://www.pcrth.ac.uk

DUNFION BAGPIPES FROM THE ISLE OF ARRAN

Everyone is always looking for that little bit extra or
something special when buying important items.

Well, here’s your chance to do just that if you are thinking of
buying the Great Highland Bagpipe.

Craftsman Henry Murdo, working in the traditional way on
the Island of Arran, has produced a bagpipe of superb tonal
quality, giving that excellent balanced sound everyone is
looking for.

A number of years of testing, combined with the knowledge
and experience of Angus J. MacLellan (double Gold Medallist,
ex Strathclyde Police), has gone into the production of this
instrument.

The pipe can be made with traditional style combing on the
drones or with a number of unique Celtic or Scottish designs,
or even with your own initials carved on the drones in an
eye-catching fashion.

Electronic Practice Chanter
for the Great Highland Bagpipe

This full-size electronic bagpipe is ideal as a complement to the

ordinary practice chanter

Fits in your pocket: 16mm x 225mm (5/8" x 9")

Bring it to the pub, it’s a great conversation piece.

Uses earphones: Ideal for the commuter

Natural C ft F. Disgustingly good at indicating crossing noise.

Contains all the electronics as well as the batteries:

no extra box to plug in.

Designed using state-of-the-art technology:

* Surface mounting technology throughout

e Perfectly tuned by means of crystal oscillator and
microprocessor control

e Touch control for volume

*  More than 50 hours of playing without charge of batteries.

Agent for the Sterling Silver Company
All products are of .925 sterling silver
and are so stamped. All engraving is done
by hand. Trade enquiries welcome. Have
your old ferrules replaced with silver?
Also. USA agent for Dunfion, Aberdeen
Bagpipes, P.0. Box 841918, Houston,
Texas, 77284-1918
Tel: 281 859 8546
Fax: 281 463 2169
e.mail: aberdeen@ wt.net

Write to Henry Murdo at “Dunfion”, Corriegills, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8BL, Scotland
for further information or Telephone: (home) 01770 302393 (work) 01770 302587
website: dunfion@arran-online.co.uk e.mail: dunfionbagpipes@ btintemet.com
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OBITUARY

Pipe Major Angus MacDonald,
Glasgow Police 1922-2000

IPE Major Angus MacDonald,

Glasgow Police, who has died,
rebuilt the forces band in the post war
era and lead it through a ten year
period of success. Angus, a native of
North Uist, had a distinguished
wartime record and, as personal piper
to Major General Douglas Wimberley,
led troops into battle at EI Alamein.

Angus MacDonald was born on July
4, 1922. On the outbreak of war in
1939, he left his native island to join
the Cameron Highlanders as an early
recruit. He received instruction from
P/M Willie Young, the venerable
Army instructor at the regimental
barracks in Inverness. Though keen to
go, he was barred from the BEF
landings in France in 1940 due to his
young age. Later when Wimberley was
looking for a piper who could write
and speak Gaelic, Angus got the job
and played for the major general at
social functions and ceremonies.
Subsequently, Angus was sent to Africa
as part of the newly formed 51st
Highland Division, and in later life
recalled the ‘hellish cacophony and
screams of the wounded at Alamein’.
He re-joined the Camerons in 1943
and was with them for the D-Day
landings in 1944, and was pipe major of
the fifth Camerons when aged only 22
for the final victory push into
Germany.

Post war he joined Glasgow City
Police after a brief spell in the prison
service. He was quickly recruited into
the pipe band and appointed pipe
major in 1958. Angus set about attract-

ing the top class pipers who would lay
the foundation for the later success of
the band under P/M Ronald Lawrie
and, more markedly, under P/M lan
MacLellan. Angus himself led the band
to ever} major title except the World
Championship. He was also a successful
solo piper but confined his outings to
the occasional highland games.

After retiring from the band, Angus
rose to the rank of Chief Inspector in
Glasgow Police’s ‘A’ Division. On
leaving the force he ran a kilt making
business in the city. He was a stalwart
supporter of Highland associations
throughout his life. He was a leading
member of the organising committee
of the now defunct Scotway
professional invitational contest. Angus
is survived by his wife Betty, his
daughter Dierdre, and son lain, himself
a piper.



MADE IN SCOTLAND

The Great
Highland Bagpipe

Fouralbums tracing 400years ofpiping and pipe tunes -from the ‘clas-
sical’ to the latest sounds around. At Lismor ue have a world class
reputation for the very bestin piping, a reputation second to none. You
have, on these albums, some ofthe very finestpiping performances of

the last 30 years, guaranteed.

No. 5275

Piobaireachd

6 full pieces: MacDougall's Gathering,
Lament for Patrick Og, Mackintoch of
Brolums Salute, lament for the Viscount
Dundee, The Old Woman's Lullaby and
Ronald MacDonald of Morar's Lament.

No. 5277

Solo, Duos, Trios,

Quartets & More

In studio and in concert the pipers

can relax and indulge in playing in non-
competitive groupings and this very often
produces innovative playing ofthe very
highest standards and very exciting pipe

No. 5276

March, Strathspey & Reel

Both Champion bands and solo pipers
playing the standard competition piece
on eleven stirring performances.

No. 5278

In Modern Times

As recording techniques progress, and
folk music rediscovers the bagpipes,
today's pipers are grasping the opportu-
nity to push the bounds ofpiping to new
and very exciting levels.

LISMOR RECORDINGS,
27-29 Carnoustie Place, Glasgow, Scotland G5 HI'H
Telephone: 0141 420 1881 Fax: 0141 420 1892
e-mail- lismor@lismor.co.uk

Website- http://www.lismor.co.uk
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COLLEGE NOTES

Cash Gvant Boosts College

Veterans Club

HE College of Piping Veterans

Club held a highly successful
annual competition last month. The
event was given added interest in
that it was the culmination of a
members’ 12 week teaching course
paid for by Scottish Cultural
Enterprise’s ‘Year of the Artist’
scheme. The Veterans were awarded
a grant towards lessons in new
music and in addition had enough
money left over to start their own
library of music. Many of the tunes
played in the competition had been
newly learned by the competitors.
Attending the prizegiving was Rona
MacDonald, Programme Director
of the “Year of the Artist’ scheme.
Rona, whose great uncle was P/M

John MacDonald, Glasgow Police,
and whose aunt is Rhona Lightfoot,
said: “As you can imagine from my
family background 1 love the sound
of the pipes. We were delighted to
be able to help such a deserving
group as the College Veterans.”

A further spin-off of the cash
input has been the formation of the
College of Piping Veterans Piping
Society. The society will meet
every Friday afternoon at the
College and membership is open to
all piping seniors. Bob McFie,
President of the Veterans, said:
“We’ve been going along as a
thriving club for a number of years
and now this money has enabled us
to formalise things a bit more.



College Notes

Friday afternoons are a great social
occasion for our members. We
would welcome as many new faces
as possible. You don't have to play.
You can come and listen and enjoy
the music and hospitality.”

In the competition itself, nine
competitors had to play a slow air
and march. The results were:

Slow Air : 1. Bob McFie, 2. Bert
Smith, 3. Sam Brown.

March: 1. Bert Smith, 2. Bob
McFie, 3. Bruce Thomson.

Best bagpipe: Bob McFie
Overall: Bert Smith

Others who played were: Sinclair
Swanson, David Kettlewell, lan
Sinclair, Willie Bryson, and Tom
Johnstone.

Iz

*Former Member of the Strathclyde Police lhpc Band

ANGUS M. LAWRIE
69 STAKEHILL, LARGS

Tel./Fax: 01475.68 9344
ALL BAGS HANDSTITCHED

No Extra Chargeifor Swan Necks
Tied and Seasoned £8.00 - P&P Extra

COWHIDE -eAirtight
NO SEASONING REQUIRED
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The only way
‘to start a
piping career

The College of Piping's
worldfamous
Tutor | 8t Tutor 1 CD
both re-vampedfor the new century

Available from

THE COLLEGE OF PIPING

Buy both as part of our Starter Kit
complete with quality practice chanter
TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME
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MY MONTH

MacArthur MS: A Sad Stovy of
Delay and A Lack of Consultation

David Murray

Hope deferred maketh the heart sick!
Proverts Chi3 vi2

O says the Good Book; and it is a

proverb which conies inevitably to
mind when considering the saga of the
Angus MacArthur manuscript and the
matter of its accessibility to what Dr
Bill Donaldson aptly calls the
performer community. Let me relate
how the sad story began.

It must be all of 15 years since the
General Committee of the
Piobaireachd Society was told that the
John MacFadyen Memorial Trust had
offered to print and publish the Angus
MacArthur manuscript. Originally
known as the Highland Society of
London’s manuscript, it had been
acquired from the estate of Dr Charles
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Bannatyne by the Piobaireachd Society
after his death in 1924. The poignant
story of how John MacGregor took
down these thirty tunes as the dying
Angus MacArthur played them on the
practice chanter, watched over by
Andrew Robertson on behalf of the
Highland Society of London, is well
known, at least in outline. Dr
Donaldson tells it clearly and succinctly
in Chapter 7 of his ‘The Highland
Bagpipe and Scottish Society’ which
every serious piper should have read
and inwardly digested by now.

At the time | happened to be
President of the Piobaireachd Society.
This was the first | had heard about the
John MacFadyen Memorial Trust’s
interest and intention and | have to
admit that 1 was not very receptive to



RT Shepherd &Son (Scotland) Ltd

Manufacturers:

¢ Shepherd Bagpipes

¢ Shepherd Smallpipes

¢ Shepherd Pipe Chanter

¢ Shepherd Pipe Chanter Reed
(established 1969)

¢ Sff1/99 Synthetic Drone Reed

New Product

SHCPHCRD HIDC/RCQULATORPIPC BAQ
complete with moisture separator
(Available from preferred stockists)
or
direct from

RT Shepherd 6 Son (Scotland) Ltd

164 jamphlars Road. Cardenden, fife.
Scotland KT5 9ND
Oebsitewww.shepherd-ba’pipes.com
e-maii:salesinfoOshepherd-ba<,;pipes.com
Teh 91592 729139 fax: 91592 721557
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My Month

the idea. In fact | was appalled at the
suggestion. My own opinion was, and
still is, that if the MacArthur
Manuscript was to be published at all it
should be done by the Piobaireachd
Society. It belonged to us, after all!
During the discussion it became clear
that there was little support for my
point of view among the members of
the General Committee. The outcome
was that | was outvoted, and the
manuscript was made over to the John
MacFadyen Memorial Trust.

Matters progressed at a fairly
leisurely pace in those days and it must
have been a couple of years later that |
heard that Andrew Wright was in
process of going over the tunes and
transposing them from the key of D, in
which John MacGregor had noted
them, to the key of A, in which we are
all accustomed to see our music. |
knew then that musically the matter
could not have been in better hands
and so it turned out. The tunes were
exactly and intelligently transposed, and
where Andrew had raised doubts, these
were clearly explained and logically
solved.

Concern

My  concern, indeed my
apprehension, was then, and still is, that
the tunes would be published not as
MacArthur had dictated them, but as
how some modern day ‘pibrochologist’
took it upon himself to decide that
MacArthur ought to have dictated
them. | was afraid that the music would
be reduced to the rigid and inflexible
pipers jargon with which we have been
afflicted since Book 2 of the Piobaire-
achd Society’ series appeared in 1928.
I was assured that this would not
happen. However, my fears were in no
wise allayed, but were, on the contrary,
inflated by the version of The Lament
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Andrew Wright......intelligent transposition

for Donald Duaghal MacKay adapted
from the MacArthur Manuscript issued
to competitors entering the Clasp
competition this year. Adapted by
whom and on what authority?

Once Andrew had completed his
mammoth task of transcription it might
have been expected that the published
manuscript would come into the public
ken after another two to three years,
give or take a year or so. Occasionally |
would ask how the publication was
progressing. There were vague rumours
from time to time that the transcription
was being re-checked; that mistakes
had been made and were being
corrected; and so on.

Mistakes

I knew personally that it was highly
unlikely that Andrew would have made
any mistakes and from my own copy |
knew that what was there was perfectly
playable as it stood. One began to
suspect the existence of some hidden
agenda. | was reassured when | was
eventually told that the intention was
to publish MacArthur’s settings as
noted by John MacGregor in full, with



D. NAILL

&Co...

(Bagpipe makers o fdistinction

After 23 years at the top, D. Naill pipes and
chanters are still producing that special sound.

This year, Naill chanters have continued to
take the top prizes:

Uist and Barra Piobaireachd:
1st, 2nd and 3rd
Uist and Barra MSR: 1st, 2nd and 3rd

Overall: 1st and 2nd

Scottish Pipers: 1st ‘A’piobaireachd;

1st Former Winners MSR; 1st Overall

Donald Macleod: 1st Piobaireachd; 1st MSR;

. 1st Hornpipe and Jig

Yet again our chanters proved that when it
comes to quality sound the choice has to be
D. Naill and Co.

r Congratufations to the champion pipers"’
zvfio p(ay our instruments.

CONTACT:
DAVID NAILL & CO. OR ANY DEALERS IN
OUR WORLDWIDE NETWORK

Website: www.naill-bagpipes.com
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My Month

what came to be known as the
performers text adjacent to it.

During this period Malcolm
MacRae, President of the Piobaireachd
Society, kindly allowed me to include
tunes from Andrew? transcription in
the choices given to the pipers invited
to play at the Donald MacDonald
Quaich competition at Armadale. The
running of the competition had been
delegated to me by the Clan Donald
Lands Trust. Some of these tunes have
therefore been interpreted and played -
and played well - by front rank
competitors of today. It is not therefore
the case that the publication of the
manuscript will be a leap in the dark.
The trail has been blazed. There was,
however, no consultation with either
Clan Donald or myself. We were
excluded from the loop.

Delay

The piping public was told that the
long awaited publication was to be
available at the Annual Conference of
the Piobaireachd Society in April.
Then it was to be presented at the
aforementioned Clan Donald Quaich
competition in June. Now it is
understood that we will not see it
before the end of the competition
season. We are not told why there
should be this delay. What 1 find
disappointing is that there has been no
attempt to keep the fraternity informed
of where this project, one of deep
interest to piobaireachd lovers and
players, now stands.

To my mind, this situation would
never have arisen had the Piobaireachd
Society not abdicated its responsibility
for publishing a manuscript that was its
own property and over which it should
have been able to exert some
supervision. But in fairness, it has to be
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said that at the time the John
MacFadyen Memorial Trust was riding
high, with funds at its disposal which
the Piobaireachd Society at that
moment lacked. One hesitates to talk
about blame before the full story is
told, but it is high time that it was told.
The performer community can no
longer be treated like that of seventy
years ago, when only ‘pipers of higher
intelligence’ were regarded as able to
make up their own minds about how
to reconstruct alternative settings from
the notes to the tunes in the Piobair-
eachd Society’ series. The credentials
of those who are now in effect telling
the pipers what to play should also be
made public, so that it may judge for
itselftheir competence and ability.

Thanks to Dr Donaldson, the days
are now past when the editors were
regarded as infallible, and their word
was law. When the MacArthur
Manuscript does appear, it is not going
to be accepted at its face value in the
same way as the Piobaireachd Societys
series used to be - until now, that is. It
is going to be examined, and critically
examined, by individuals from whose
eyes the scales have been removed.

Improvement

What is more, it will be read by
pipers who are perfectly capable of
comparing the transcription with the
original and of deciding for themselves
how accurate it is and whether the
published version is an improvement.
Serious pipers have been deprived of
too much of the priceless heritage
which should have been handed down
to them, and which was simply
distorted and deformed to conform to
the ideas of men unqualified to act in
their name. What is at stake is the
credibility of the current system.

q



260 Glendale Meadows,
Leixlip,

County Kildare,

Ireland.

Ph/Fax 0353 162 43825

13 Kensington Crt.,
Dollingstown,
Craigavon,

County Armagh,

Nth. Ireland BT66 7HU
Ph/Fax 2838 323775

18 Glebe Street,
Glasgow
Scotland G4 OEU
Ph. 0141 5521252
Fax 0141 552 3896

or
21 Candlemaker Row,
Edinburgh EH1 2DE
Ph/Fax 0131 225 5551
www.kilts.uk.com

17 Ryeland Heath,
Wigmore,

Luton,

Beds,

England LU2 8TZ
Ph/Fax 0582 727066

Having Trouble with wet
reeds, and unstable tone?

THE
ROSS CANISTER BAG

is theanswer

Played worldwide by band and solo

pipers at all levels, to dramatically improve
tonal stability through superior moisture
control and bag air-tightness.

For more details on all our products,
please contact our U.K. dealers, or visit
our website at:

www.rossbagpipereeds.com

ROSS BAGPIPE REEDS PTY. LTD.
4 Deep Creek Drive,

East Doncaster,

Victoria 3109,

Australia

Ph/Fax 6 13 98465380
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Glasgow Royal Concert Hall

Wednesday 9th August 2000
For tickets contact The Ticket Centre 0141 287 5511

(subject to service charge)
In person. The Glasgow Royal Concert Hall. 2 Sauchiehall Street, Glasgow
at The Ticket Centre. Candleriggs. Glasgow.

Promoted by Glasgow Skye Association Pipe Band
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ILBERRY

BAGPIPES EDINBURGH

Refurbishments

Undertaken

Highland Pipes

Long Plastic

Practice Chanters
- Scottish Small

’ & Chamber
\Y \\! ipe-s
k\\'* 1 -« Premier
Drumming
Supplies

For free colour brochure and price list contact:
KILBERRY BAGPIPES
38 Lochrin Buildings, Gilmore Place,
Edinburgh EH3 9ND, Scotland.
Tel: (0131) 550 3717 or (0131) 221 9925
Fax: (0131)550 3701
Email: Kkilberry@compuserve.com

highland dress

made to measure

pipe band outfitting
quantity discount

band member discount
sales &

open 7

Scotland’s most dynamic highland &
pipehand outlet... lots of style, loads of

experience.
r Proprietor:
n NEIL MANDERSON

écossais
3-6 Canonmills Bridge Edinburgh EH3 5LF (formerly liudget Tiles shop)
Tel: 0131 556 9357 Fax: 0131 556 9980 (customer parking at rear of shop)
Web: www.classickilts.com
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COLLEGE OF PIPING PEI

A Flourishing Centre of Excellence
In the Canadian Maritimes

Robert W allace

EN years ago a new College of

Piping was inaugurated in the
most unlikely of places, Prince Edward
Island, Canada. Unlikely because the
island, in the Gulf of St Lawrence, was
three and half hours drive from the
nearest big city, Halifax, Nova Scotia,
and, at the time required a lengthy
ferry crossing. Whats more there were
other areas of the vast dominion with a
healthier population of pipers ready to
guarantee the success of such a
fledgling institution. However, with the
blessing of the then Principal of the
College in Glasgow, Seumas MacNeill.
PEI CoP, based in the town of
Summerside, got off to a flying start.
The PEI College was granted
permission to use our name with the
proviso that the Director should be
Scott MacAulay a pupil of Sandy Keith,
a well known Otago Street graduate
who had emigrated to Ontario, Scotts
home province.

The wisdom of Seumas MacNeills
stipulation is now apparent for all to
see. Scott has turned the College of
Piping PEl into a world class
establishment from which we can all
learn. He has attracted huge
sponsorship both private and public
enabling him to expand his campus
into an outdoor auditorium, a highland
games field and a large car park. The
College of Piping Summerside is now
one of the top tourist attractions on a
beautiful island previously famous only
for its scenery, Anne of Green Gables
and potatoes. A new bridge to the

Scott MacAulay

mainland has also helped.

The PEI college has custom made
tutor rooms for piping, dancing and
drumming, runs a series of ceilidh
shows throughout the summer, and has
a thriving gift shop and Celtic goods
outlet.

It is open the year round and piping
pupils arrive from all over the world,
many living on site. They are taught by
Bruce Gandy, one of Canada’s top
pipers and the main instructor.

Scott MacAulay spends most of his
boundless energy raising funds and
administering. He is on first name
terms with all the islands movers and
shakers and when the Governor
General of Canada visits PEI, Scott is
invited to tea.



College of Piping PEI

The College of Piping PEI

Now all of the above, the fancy
buildings, the high-tech studios, and
the publicity hype, would go for
nothing if the student pipers turned out
to be a bunch of duffers.

They do not. College curriculum is
based on the tried and tested system in
use at Otago Street for the past 50
years. The Green Tutor is much in
evidence among the beginners and the
goal for all pupils is an Institute of
Piping certificate.

Some of the best young talent
around are former pupils: Scots lain
and Gregor Speirs and Oban Silver
Medallist Matt Maclsaac, Nova Scotia,
are but three. Further evidence of the
excellence of the PEI output came in
June at the Summerside Highland
Gathering, with College pupils taking
many of the top prizes in highly
competitive fields.

1 acted as one of the adjudicators.
The main event is a piobaireachd
competition for the Merrill Lynch
Gold Medal. The Canadian vice
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president of the internationally known
firm, David Carmody, lives on PEI and
is a lover of the bagpipe. His company
has generously put up a $1000Cdn first
prize as well as providing an 18 carat
Gold Medal for the winner. Merrill
Lynch also supply a silver and a bronze
medal for the lesser piobaireachd
contests.

The senior competition attracted six
competitors. It was held in the
College’s outdoor auditorium where
the acoustics proved more than
acceptable. Pipers had to submit three
tunes of their own choice.

First on was EJ Jones from
Houston, Texas. He was asked to play
the OId Men of the Shells and started in
confident manner on a nicely set
bagpipe, just right for piobaireachd. His
tempo in the ground was excellent and
ditto the thumb. He was going along
beautifully when for some unknown
reason EJs brain went into reverse. He
forgot where he was and stopped. The
gasp of disappointment from the
audience was palpable. EJ trudged from
the staged looking mystified as to what
had happened. Perhaps an explanation
lies in that he had been playing with his
folk band the previous evening.
Ceilidhs and ceol mor don’t always
mix.

Second to play was Andy Rogers
from Nova Scotia with Tnlloch Ard. He
had an excellent pipe to begin with,
with a full resonant drone sound. It
shaded off as he went through his tune
but at no time became too intrusive.
His treatment of the ground was
unconventional with very clipped
‘cadence’ Es throughout. Not pleasing
to the ear. Variation One was also
clipped in places and the doubling
could have been brisker. The taorluath
was well played but he stopped the flow
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by pausing overlong before the
cadences in the singling. He rushed
into the crunluath but managed to hold
on through the doubling. The second
half of the tune was better than the first
and overall not a bad effort. Jonathan
Greenlees from Northern Ireland, and
a member of the Field Marshall
Montgomery, band came on next. He
also played the Old Men of the Shells but
was over cautious with the tune - quite
a contrast to EJ Jones’s approach.
Jonathan failed to cut the middle notes
of the runs sufficiently and this
produced a ponderous, almost pedantic
effect. His over caution continued
throughout his performance and to add
to the downside he missed two bars of
the tune in variation two and taorluath
singlings.

Michael Grey from Toronto flew
in specially for the Merrill Lynch Gold
Medal and was asked to play Sobieskis

Salute, one of the set tunes for this
year’s Gold Medal competitions. The
pipe was well set apart from a slightly
flat D. He completed the ground
competently but I'd have preferred a
cut D to low A where this couplet
occurred. In variation one he ignored
the written score and cut the first note
of the four note groupings; credit is
only earned for this sort of adventurism
if it improves musical effect. The
doubling of variation one was slightly
disappointing and lacked phrasing and
musical accent - not failings you would
expect from someone of Michael’s
ability. The taorluath and crunluath
were better but he failed to find any
expression in the penultimate bar of
each doubling, running it into the
phrases before and after. Overall he
completed his task in a professional
manner but this somehow only served
to underline the weaknesses in the

David Carmody ofsponsors Merrill Lynch congratulates Bmce Gandy
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middle of his performance.

The rapidly maturing Bruce Gandy
followed with a splendid rendition of
Lord Lovats Lament in the Kilberry
setting. Bruce had a fine steady
instrument which perhaps just lacked a
little sweetness. His ground was well
played; the doubling could have flowed
a little more and in variation one he
needs a bit more variety and could
perhaps stretch the F connecting note
to assist with this. The taorluath and
crunluath were both completed in
excellent fashion with the melody of
the tune evident throughout.

The final competitor was young
John MacPhee, from Nova Scotia and
currently a pupil at PEIL. John was
given the Kings Taxes to play. His pipe
was good but lacked finesse. He played

&TA¢sa  jgje v !
SCOTLANDN

Scotland’s worst poet,William
McGonagall, may no longer be
able to lay claim to that title
according to new research. An
historian has uncovered evidence
that the ‘bard’ may have in fact
been Irish. A census for Dundee
carried out in 1841 lists only one
McGonagall family and in the
column marked ‘If born in
Scotland’ only McGonagall’s nine
year old sister Margaret has a ‘yes’
against her name. McGonagall
claimed he was born in Edinburgh
in 1825 and may have wanted to
conceal his true background
because of the anti Irish feeling
abroad at the time.
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a good ground but mistimed the final
two bars (long B and smartly down to
the low A after the grip). The rest of
John’s tune was marred by errors, but
he should not be discouraged by one
bad performance. He has great
potential.

So ended the 2000 competition for
the Merrill Lynch Gold Medal. The
result was as follows:

1 Bruce Gandy, Summerside, $1,000
Cdn; 2. Andy Rogers, Nova Scotia,
$300; 3. Michael Grey, Toronto, $100.

Afterwards Summerside Director
Scott MacAulay said:

“We cannot thank our sponsors
enough for supporting this event. It has
grown into one of the premier contests
in North America in a few short years.”
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JOHN MacFADYEN LECTURE

The Army’s Role and a Bright
Futurefor the Piping Art

lain Maclnnes

lain Maclnnes concludes his
lecture given at Stirling earlier
this year

NE irony of the current pipe

band situation is that, at the same
time as civilian bands have carried the
music round the globe, and have put
down firm roots, the cultural
institution that created pipe bands, the
British Army, has slowly lost interest.
Pipe bands really emerged at about the
time of the Crimean War, the 1850s, in
the Army (see pic). To this day the
uniforms, the deportment, the style of
performance, all bear the firm imprint
of military custom and tradition.

Now it wouldnt be true to say that
playing pipes with drums was always
enthusiastically welcomed in the Army.
My favourite quote from Willie
Donaldson s book comes from an Army
pipe major writing to the Oban Times
in 1925.

“Sir,” he says, “if you will protect
me, | will write about drumming and
piping, but | have fears for my life.
Drummers are terrible fellows, and if
my name and hiding place were
revealed, they might come and drum
near me; and | would sooner die of old
age.”

But not withstanding the dangers,
pipes and drums were firmly established
in Scotland, in civilian life as well as
Army life, by the 1920s.

There is a line of thought,
particularly in wider musical circles,
that the Army took pipe music and
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simply regimented it and squeezed the
life and spontaneity out of the old
tunes, and that it took tradition and
dressed it in a tight military tunic for
the parade ground. But I like to put a
different scenario to you.

The Army has been the one cultural
institution in Scotland in the past
century which provided an elite of
pipers with a workplace in which they
could seriously practise the art of
piping as part of their day-to-day life.
John Maclellan from Dunoon, Willie
Ross, GS MacLennan, Donald
MacLeod, John MacLellan from
Edinburgh, Angus MacDonald, Gavin

Piperfrom the Crimean IVar
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Stoddart, Alastair Gillies, and many
more; all these players were, or still are
in some cases, professional pipers in the
Army. Not only were they fantastic
musicians, but many of them were also
great composers; and so many of our
best tunes have evolved in the military
context, the quicksteps, the retreat
marches and so on. The Army helped
these men breathe life into the music,
and there was no contradiction, say, in
playing the Cock of the North on the
parade ground in the morning, and
going home in the evening to compose
alig of Slurs or a Little Cascade. The
Army has been one of the great patrons
of piping, and 1 think it timely to
acknowledge that fact.

But times have changed, and its
clear now that theres much less scope
for pursuing a musical career in the
modern Army than there was in the
past. This has everything to do with
defence cuts and politics, internal and
external, but in a sense it comes at a
time when other opportunities are
opening-up for young pipers. Centres
of higher education, for instance, are
starting to offer courses to the best
young players. The Royal Scottish
Academy of Music and Drama offers a
Masters degree in which pipes can be
the first instrument. Other universities
are showing conspicuous interest in
bagpipe music, and graduates from the
new courses will, in time, work their
way onto the teaching rosters of the
local authorities. Piping is now firmly
on the curriculum in many schools
throughout Scotland.

And there are other ways in which
some pipers do make a decent living
from their art, in the professional folk
groups for instance, or on the teaching
and recital circuit. And of course that
bedrock of modern piping, the
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competition, still has a huge part to
play.

The trouble with competitions is
that someone has to judge them, and
where judges go, strenuous debate
often follows. As we speak, both the
pipe bands and the solo piping world
are putting a lot of energy into working
out who is best qualified to judge their
competitions; it’ the oldest story in the
book, and it% still top of the agenda.
The real trouble is, piping is a musical
art, its not a steeplechase; the first
person over the line isnt necessarily the
winner.

But things have improved. Here’ a
little Willie Ross story to remind us
that if things arent perfect now, they'e
certainly better than they used to be.

Willie Ross and a couple of his
friends have stopped at a small High-
land games between Aberdeen and
Inverness. Willies pupil, Hector Ross,
takes up the story in another clip from
the BBC archive recorded in the 1950s:

“When they arrived on the field
the only other people there were
just locals who couldn’t hold a
candle to these chaps. They tuned
their pipes and, turning around to
the piping platform, Willie [Ross]
said to the others, “Goodness me,
look at the judge! He’s a wee man
with a boweler hat.”

Willie went up first and
identified himself and the judge
said: “Ah, yes.”

“How many tunes are we to put
in, sir?”

“Oh, just the one tune. What
are you going to play?”

“I’ll play the Lamentfor Mary
M acLeodsaid Willie.

“Very good,” said the judge.
“Just once through.”

Willie immediately realised that



HOT OFF THE PRESS
FOR THE NEW CENTURY

A Piper looks back to his roots a hundred years ago,
through three generations directly to
the teaching of John MacDougall Gillies.

PIObAIRILA

lift
11*1 rl

n 1706
Played by lain Macle_od

T

Macinini

.amen

This Double CD with
90 minute discussion tape
is something that no
student of our great music
should be without.

In the first instance all cnqurics to:
lain Macleod,
“Ballantrae”, St. Mary
JERSEY, C.I.

JE3 3DT
Tel: +44 (0)1534 483817
Fax: +44 (0)1534 481339
E-mail:
iain.maclcod@jerscymail.co.uk

Post and Packin
£22.00 g ‘qw
VISA Mainland EL{rope £1.50

North America £2.00

Rest of World £2.50

incclAQ:1

AVAILABLE FROM THE COLLEGE OF PIPING


mailto:iain.macIcod@jerscymail.co.uk

John MacFadyen Lecture

the chap knew nothing at all about
piobaireachd, so Willie thought,
‘theres no good wasting time here’,
so he played the ground and a
variation or two and then came off.

Now, number two went up and
passed Willie on the way and said:
“Did you break down, Willie?”

“No!, of course | didn't break
down!”

“God,” he said, “you didn’t
seem to be long on the platform.”

“Ah, well,” said Willie.

So this chap went up and played
right through his tune. And the
result was given out and Willie got
the first prize and two of the other
professionals got second and third,
and the chap who’d gone up
number two wasnt placed, and was
extremely displeased, because he
was a very fine player indeed, and
hed got nothing. He was
absolutely furious about this and
said to Willie, “1 don't believe that
man knows a thing about piobaire-
achd.” “1 dont know,” said Willie.

So when Willie went back up to
play the strathspey and reel, he said:
“By the way sir, competitor
number two was extremely
displeased he wasn't placed in the
first three.”

So the judge looked up his wee
black book, and all he had written
in it was the competitors name and
the name of his tune.

“Well, sir,” Willie said, “he’s
going to go for you. But if youd
like 1could give you a few notes on
his tune, ifyoud like to write them
down.”

So the judge grabbed his pencil,
and Willie said: “Well, of course his
ground was played far too slowly
and in his first variation he missed
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out two bars in the third line. The
middle of it wasnt too bad, but he
must have been nervous by that
time, knowing that he'd probably
gone offand he didn't make much
of a job with his crunluath
movement. And then,of course,
when he came to crunluath a mach
he played it far too fast and it was a
bit of a mess.”

The chap was scribbling
furiously into his book, you see. So
when Willie had played his
strathspey and reel, he met number
two coming up, and he said to him,
“Go for him now! Go for him!”

“By God, I'll go for him!”

So he went up, and the first
thing he was: “What was wrong
with my piobaireachd?”

The chap looked up from his
book an said: “Well, in the first
place your ground was far too slow.
In the second place you missed out
two bars in your first variation. The
middle of your tune wasnt too bad
but you obviously got nervous in
your crunluath and made a few
fumbles and of course your
crunluath a mach was just terrible,
just a mess!”

So, when he came off the
platform after he played his
strathspey and reel, he met Willie,
and said: “Well Willie, he may be a
wee man with a boweler hat, but
he knows his piobaireachd!”

Let me just close this evening by
making a few general remarks on
where we stand today in the world of
piping.

One things for sure. We certainly
have more people playing the pipes
here in Scotland, and around the
world, than ever before. We do tend to
dwell on the famous names in piping



John MacFadyen Lecture

and the big pipe bands, but for most
people, piping is simply a great hobby;
its sociable, its energetic, sometimes its
even a fantastic musical experience.
The organisers of the Marie Curie
march in Edinburgh have already
enlisted over 5000 pipers and
drummers for their parade, and they'e
aiming at 10,000; and very few of these
players move in the elevated circles of
cut-and-thrust competition. The heart
of the tradition remains with the Boys
Brigade bands, the street bands, the
solo pipers who play simply for
pleasure.

In piobaireachd too, there are more
performers than ever, most of them
playing on superb instruments. It’s
going to remain a minority interest, but
those who do play, do so with enorm-
ous commitment and intelligence. And
one excellent thing thats happened, is
that early sources of the music are
becoming ever more accessible. Indeed
the John MacFadyen Trust and the
Piobaireachd Society plan to launch the
first published edition of the Angus
MacArthur MS; it may have taken 180
years, but its none-the-less a timely
addition to the sum of piping knowle-
dge. And | must say | still cant help but
admire the leap of logic that took our
forebears from the simple nine-note
chanter scale, to a music of such ele-
gance and sophistication. Our ancestors
clearly had a lot going for them.

The instrument itself is in great
shape. Pipe makers are making good
bagpipes, and the whole growth
industry in synthetic reeds, bags,
chanters and so on, has ensured that
many more pipers now play good-
sounding instruments. The pitch has
crept ever higher, and | for one would
be quite happy to see it return to B flat;
but essentially fashion will dictate the
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pitch and tone of the instrument; and
these things do change with time.

Pipers are writing music and
publishing as never before; in fact its
very easy nowadays to get your own
music printed and published; some
would say, too easy. But don't forget
that however elaborate your typesetting
and design, the only thing that really
matters is the actual quality of the
music, and the best gauge of that, is the
same as ever - whether anyone wants
to play your tunes or not.

The universities have started taking
piping seriously. The School of Scottish
Studies has produced research
graduates. The music academies have
taken piping on board as a serious
study. We have two flourishing piping
institutions in Glasgow. We have an
active piping press, and at last we've got
to the point of sophisticated published
scholarship into piping history, for
instance in John Gibson’ book on the
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piping tradition in Cape Breton,
Canada, and in William Donaldson’s
wonderfully researched new
publication.

The piping world has changed in
other ways as well. The clear-cut social
divide that used to exist between the
amateur player and the professional,
and as often as not, between the judge
and the competitor, the wee man in
the bowler hat, and the man in the
Glengarry, has been largely eradicated.
We’re much more egalitarian, though
its impossible to escape the fact that
where we do have competitions, there
will always be a degree of conflict. For
that reason alone we should welcome
with open arms the increasing trend
towards recitals and concerts. The pipe
band world has gone about this in great
style, led in this country by Jim Cooper
and the Glasgow Skye Association,
who each year stage a huge concert in
the week of the World Championships,
involving one of the famous pipe
bands. It5 always sold out, and its a
tremendous showcase for modern pipe
band music released from the shackles
of the competition format.

The world of technology and the
internet will have a part to play in the
future of piping. It’s a cheap and
effective way of spreading information
and music, and it certainly offers great
possibilities for remote learning. Gone
will be the days of the laboriously
produced, personalised teaching
cassette. And one thing we certainly
must look at doing, is preserving the
body of recorded pipe music as it
currently stands. Too many of the
existing recordings are in the unstable
format of analogue tape, and 1 would
hope that the BBC, as well as others,
will lead the way in transferring pipe
music recordings to a more stable

digital format. This will cost money,
but its worth it, and its part of the
legacy we bear for future generations.

And this might be a good time also
to start looking a bit more closely at
the old collections of light music, and
to see if theres anything in them that
we can bring to modern playing styles.
We’re so used to hearing the Willie
Ross settings of the big tunes on the
competition platform, that it’s easy to
forget that there were a hundred years
of publishing history before Willie
came on the scene. Old collections like
William Gunn, Donald MacPhee and
the superb Glen collection, are full of
wonderful tunes and tune settings, and
it would be heartening to hear more of
that material played in public.

And finally tonight I'd just like to
mention one of the resounding success
stories of Scottish piping in the past
twenty years, namely the revival of the
other Scottish piping tradition - the
bellows pipe, the cauld wind pipe.
Twenty years ago, in 1980, there wasn't
a single pipe maker in Scotland
producing bellows-blown instruments.
There were a mere handful of players.
Now we have a flourishing pipe
making industry, and many hundreds of
pipers who get great pleasure from
playing the bellows pipes. At the heart
of this revival has been The Lowland
and Border Pipers Society, though it
would be fair to say that the whole
movement has now taken on a life of
its own. In one respect there has been
failure; and that is in attempts to revive
the old border pipe repertoire; but I’'m
sure that that will come in time,
especially as were now getting better
designs of conically bored Lowland
pipe chanters. Often it simply takes the
right instrument to unleash the
potential ofa buried repertoire.
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HISTORY

Drunken Piper Got 250

Lashesfor Abuse

Ruari Halford MacLeod gives
us more on the Black Watch.

T the end of the War of the

Austrian Succession, the Black
Watch was sent to Ireland. It was
stationed at Limerick and the following
year it spent at Galway. In 1751 the
regiment was in Dublin. It was there
that Company Rolls for 1751 were
made, giving rank, name, county and
parish of birth, age, height in feet and
inches, hair colour, trade, date of
enlistment and service abroad and in
total. The Rolls showed that the Black
Watch was on the Irish Establishment
of two sergeants, two corporals, a
drummer and piper and only 35 men
per company. (On the British
Establishment each company had 70
men. On a War Establishment each
company had 100 men.) Company
numbers varied from 34 men to 38,
making a total of only 353 men. More
than a third of the men had served with
the regiment since it had be mustered
at Taybridge in May 1740. Of these
men 114 were from Inverness-shire and
more than 50 from both Argyllshire
and Perthshire. Their average height
was 5 ft 8 /2 inches.

Many of the sergeants had served for
more than 15 years. Sergeant Alexander
MacPherson, of Captain Dougald
Stewarts H Company had joined the
old Highland Independent Companies
as a lad of 20, in October 1725, only a
few months after it had first been
formed. He was from Kingussie, in
Inverness-shire, and was aged 46; he

was 5 ft 7 inches tall, and his hair
colour was grey. Capt Robert
Campbell’s Grenadier company had
two sergeants who had each served for
15 years. Alexander Mackintosh was
from Moy, south of Inverness, and was
6 ft 1'/2 inches tall. John MacLeod,
from Kirkmichael in Banff, was almost
6 ft tall. Donald Ross, a private from
Creich in Sutherland, was 42, and had
served with the regiment for 23 years.
Twenty of the Grenadiers had served
with the regiment since May 1740, or
before, and none of them were less
than 5 ft 9 '/2 inches tall.

Each company had a drummer but
the regiment could muster only three
pipers for the colonel’s, lieutenant
colonels and majors companies. John
MacDonald, from Dowally, north of
Dunkeld, was piper in the colonel’s
company, commanded by Captain John
Reid of Straloch. He had joined the
Regiment in July 1745. Donald Noble,
from Inverness, was piper in Lt. Col
John Campbell’s company. He had
joined the Regiment in June 1746,
though he had 13 years service. The
longest serving piper was Hugh Ross,
from Tain, in Ross-shire He was 40
years old and had joined the Indepen-
dent Highland Companies in February
1728. Only Sergeant Alexander Ferg-
uson had served longer. But despite his
long sendee, piper Hugh Ross had got
into trouble. InJanuary 1748, at Breda
in Holland, he had got drunk and had
abused the sentries at Lord Albermarle’
door. He received 250 lashes as
punishment.
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I|>ipinc) (Limes LETTERS

Do you have a point of view or sonic interesting information you would like to
share with the rest of the piping world? Write,fax or e-mail the Piping Times. Full
contact details on page one. Letters subject to editing.

Thumping
Sir,

I am certain you have heard the old
saw: “There is good news and bad
news”. This letter will contain nothing
but good news. 1 received the June
issue of Piping Times and can only say
that it gets better and better. So much
for the basic publication. Now to the
letter contained in this same issue
which was written by Mr. William
Blacklaw of Aberdeen. He mentions a
prior column written by David Murray
which touches on the thump, thump,
thump of pipers keeping time with
heavy army boots during the playing of
ceol beag. Lets move to the forefront
and see if we cannot put an end to this
ever-present distraction. | can only say
“Hear, Hear!” to the comments made
by both Mr. Murray and Mr. Blacklaw.

Arthur Korff,
32 Elm Avenue, Newport News,
VA 23601, USA

Glen Pipes

Sir,

| doubt if you remember me but we
met some years ago. Seumas [MacNeill]
and | were very good friends for at least
40 years and we used to attend the
Glenfiddich competition at Blair Castle
nearly every year, as well as the Silver
Chanter, and, of course, Oban and
Inverness when time permitted. | grew
up in Blair Atholl and attended high
school in Pitlochry and know that
whole area very well. 1 have a set of
ivory-mounted pipes made by J&R
Glen, Edinburgh, and | would
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appreciate it if you would tell me the
years J 8 R Glen were in the pipe-
manufacturing business. Thank you in
anticipation.

R.C. Forbes,
2510 Eagles Nest Court,
Midlothian, Texas

J and R Glen were in business from
1866 to 1918. They wereJohn (1833-
1904) and Robert (1835-1911) the sons
of Thomas Glen (1804-1873). Thomas
Glen wits a pipe makerfrom 1833 until lie
retired in 1866 when the company name
was changed toJ and R Glen. Johns son
Thomas (1867-1951) continued the
business under the name of] and R Glen
and after his death Andrew Ross continued
until 1978 when Gordon Stobo took over
the shop.

An article on the Glens appeared in the
PT volume 50, number 10, as part of the
series on pipe makers.

Gurkhas
Sir,

Thanks for June PT. Re your report
on Army School - | am fairly certain
the name of the Gurkha Pipe Major
would be Krishna Kumar Rai (not
Ria). The Rais are an ethnic
group/clan from which quite a few
Gurkha soldiers and pipers come.

I used to work in Nepal, and was
once responsible for the late Donald
Stewart, SNP MP for the Western Isles,
asking a parliamentary question about
whether retiring Gurkha pipers from



MODERN PIPES WITH A CLASSICAL SOUND

Moorfield Industrial Estate, Troon Road, Kilmarnock, KA2 ODP SCOTLAND
Tel : 01563-527-002 Fax : 01563-530-260

"Over the course of my Piping Career | have
been lucky enough to have had the opportunity
to play a variety of great Vintage Sets. My
experience playing the McCallum Pipes brings
to mind the best of the great drones. For
stability and overall rich Harmonics the
McCallums' are the best | have played. The Bass
is particularly full and the fact that they are easy

to Reed is a great bonus".
Michael Grey

“"Throughout my teaching
and piping career | have
, & ] always been looking for
pipes which not only sound
good but are easy to play and
tune. | have found this with
J McCallum bagpipes. The
» . balance between bass and
tenors is perfect and the
steadiness is ideal for young
learners as well as top
professional pipers".

Erwan Ropars

Having sold a lot of McCallum bagpipes through
my business in Los Angeles, | know how popular
they are. When | tried them for the first time |
knew | would have to play them, they really are
that good. Now Stuart McCallum and | have joined
forces in business to produce McCallum

Bagpipes
Kenny MacLeod

For all your Hiahland Dress and Pipe Band requirements
contact Kenny Macleod at McCallum Bagpipes”

© Kenneth J. MacLeod, Scotland



Letters

the British Army could be given their
pipes to take home with them. The
reply was that if this was done all Army
musicians would have to be given their
instruments when they retired. But the
controversy did lead to a fund to buy
pipes for some retiring Gurkha pipers.

I had been reporting on a training
scheme for former soldiers to become
health workers, and found several
pipers who were delighted to have a
chance to play on my goose (Highland
chanter and bag, no drones. Easier to
add to limited luggage than full set, for
walking in hills).

There was a parallel agricultural
training scheme, to increase earning
capacity of retired soldiers. | thought
that, apart from the natural wish to go
on playing, letting pipers keep their
pipes would let them earn from playing
at weddings etc.

David Stevenson,
22 Blacket Place,
Edinburgh EH9 1RL

Heather
Sir,

On reading through an edition of
the Piping Times | was pleased to see a
letter from Dr Myron Berwick from
Brooklyn, New York. A few years ago
1got a phone call from someone who
was on the island on holiday and who
was looking for a sprig of white
heather. | knew there was a wee patch
on the croft and | asked the caller to
come along for a look. The man was
Dr Berwick. He was very nice and we
got him his white heather but he wasn't
sure if hed be able to take it back
home because of the Customs
restrictions. Coming back to the car he
said his feet were wet - the island is a
bit different to walking on Broadway
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right enough. Anyway as well as his
heather he got a good breath of South
Uist fresh air to help him with his
cadences.

Angus Morrison,
Locheynort, South Uist

Dress
Sir,

An  ostensibly  open
competition is in reality ‘men% dress
only. If it is an open competition the
inequality is obvious. The ladies are
required to either dress as men or
accept exclusion. If a men’ dress
competition is intended it should be so
promoted to avoid confusion.
Whatever, genuine equality would be
attained by a competition for ladies
who (like the men) wish to dress in
attire intended for them.

dress

Bruce Hastings,
Plumtree, Nottingham

Reed Box

Sir,

I am not su
anyone uses th
take care of tfo
precious reeds,
however the
classical
music folks
who have
double beat
reeds (oboe) use nifty
cases to protect their reeds.
Inside the case the staple of the reed
slips on to a hinged spring which fixes
it in place and prevents it from getting
knocked about (see pic above).

Andrew Gilhooley,
Tokyo, Japan.



The only case you'll ever need
PipersPac

Thick cushioning for the protection your pipes require
Soft fleece lining for the luxury your pipes deserve

Forget that heavy, awkward hard case! Travel and trek comfortably and
unencumbered with the rugged lightweight PipersPac1Mgpatents perrihix)

Designed ¢ minimal weight - maximum strength

by + instantly adjusts to handbag,
pipers shoulder bag, or backpack
for ¢ handy zippered end pocket

pipers ¢ stows in overhead bin on plane vy

Featuring unique 3-ply construction: Dark green waterproof. *
Cordura® outer shell # dense closed-cell foam core j tf)
+ Polar Fleece™ lining ¢ cinch-in straps with Velcro® closufei”®,-7 J
¢ heavy-duty marine zippers ¢ stainless steel hardware

Re-sized at popular request to accommodate the new canister hag system.

S160 each plus S&U For more information and to order:
US funds, Visa and M/C PipersPac'M70 EIm Street, Camden, Maine 04843 USA
Immediate Shipping Tel: 207-236-3520 Fax: 207-236-0585

e-mail: kebarnesC”midcoast.com or visit our Website: piperspac.com

Tier useof "Bagpipes

Bagpipe Sales, Supplies & Repairs
639 Mangels AlenLe « S Hanasoo, Celifamial 94127
TEL/FAX (415) 4524220

Agent for David Naill, Wm. Sinclair & Son, Gillanders & McLeod, J. Dunbar, C.E. Kron
THE FINEST THE INDUSTRY HAS TO OFFER! PROMPT SERVICE

FEATURING

Blackwood chanters by Naill and Sinclair, “Fast Trap” Revolutionary new, user
polypenco chanters by Naill and Dunbar friendly, tube-type water trap, currently
C.E Kron products being used by the Scots Guards

. . . “Bywell" Scottish Small Pipes by Ray Sloan
Practice chanters in blackwixxl and polypenco Reeds by II. McNulty, JK. McAllister, (i
“Bagpipe Music Writer'* by Robert MacNeill MacLellan, (i. Lumsden and Mark Wygent
DOS-based software for writing and Full line of bagpipe accessories, cases and
composing, specifically programmed for electronic chanters
bagpipes Ikxiks and Music

Applications available for 7/<>Goiteye oflfyiny
("alifornia Summer Sc/too!fur lifters and Druners, and the Jtying dimes
Ask about the College of Piping, Prince Edward Island, Canada. Call or write for repair
information and for prices and availability of other makes of pipes.
We accept MasterCard, Visa, American Express, Discover!
By Appointment Only Lynne and Gail Miller
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piping Clinch MISCELLANY

Radio Wétch

ACH month the Piping Times panel of experts monitor BBC Radio
Scotland’ Pipeline programme. Comments this issuse are as follows:

June 25: “Gordon MacLean has good fingers and a lovely pipe but can be

ponderous with his music”....“good to hear a pipe band playing some
decent tunes [City of Glasgow Police under P/M Angus MacDonald playing
the Rhodesian Regiment and Australian Ladies]......“| was interested in what

lain Macleod [Jersey] had to say, good listening.”

July 2: “Murray Henderson showed why he was such a great prizewinner”
..... “John MacDonalds first instrument the fiddle!!...fascinating interview by
Seumas MacNeill with Bob Brown”.....“a fine programme this week.”

July 9: “Bucksburn exposed by their march, strathspey and reel - until then
I thought they were Grade One”....“l didn't like their low Gs, especially in
Dugald MacColl and John MacKccltnie™\...I"\ suppose the drummers will be
pleased about the inclusion ofa drum solo.”

From the Ibc archives

15 YEARS AGO

HE doors of the Piobaireachd

Society were never actually
closed to professional pipers, but it
seemed generally accepted that
none would ever become members.
Nowadays they are welcomed and
many play a useful part in the

administration. ALL OTHERS
WILL BE TOWED
20 YEARS AGO v

AYSIDE Pipers Piobaireachd-
1. Donald Campbell, Lawers.
2. Kenneth MacBride, Prestopans.

3. Kenneth MacCormack, Glasgow. It bout time in-got save prefererticl treetert
4. Roderick MacLeod, Glasgow. this sign ves seppedl a e Mountain
MSR. 1. Gordon Duncan, Hoplard Garres, USA

Pitlochry. 2. Kenneth MacBride. 3.

Craig Walker, Bathgate, 4. Lindsay D.o 'you have a quirky piping pic? Send it to
Ellis, Dundee. Piping Times, 16-24 Otago Street, Glasgow

G12 8JH, Scotland. UK.



The Davidson School

o f‘Piping at...

Residential Courses on the Isle of Mull
Aweek long course starting November 5th 2000 with
principal tutor Lindsay Davidson B.Mus, Dip.Mus.Ed. The
cost including full board and all tuition is £290 per person.
Strictly limited places available. Lindsay is a

renowned and widely experienced performer,

composer and teacher of Highland, Border and

Scottish Small Pipes. Aspecial “Learn in a week™

course is also available for completely new learners.

For further information, tel. 01688 400 274
or see http://www.druimnacroishxo.uk/piping

Essey M u 6 kalS tou

Est 1933 Kiltm akers

180 Albertbridge Road, Belfast BT5 4GS
Phone and Fax: Daytime 01232 456177. Evening: 01247 463251

M igM attd Supplw a

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

8 Yd. Kilts 160z weight, 100% Wool Worsted Handsewn
To sett or military style £150 inc. vat

Argyle Jackets 100% Whool Barathea with shoulder
QB E£130 inc. var

White Hose, Hand Knit, Popcorn Tops - £13

PLUS SPORRANS - BELTS - GLENGARRIES - ETC.


http://www.druimnacroishxo.uk/piping

RESULTS

Calling all contest secretaries. E mail your results to: pt@college-of-piping.co.uk orfax
than to us on 0141 337 3024; if you wish you can enclose a report on how your
competition went, along with any other comment. Photographs welcomed. |fpossible ¢ mail
these as jpeg’files or post to Piping Times, 16-24 Otago Street, Glasgow G12 8JH

Colonial Highland Gathering
(Fair Hill, Maryland)

Open Piobaireachd (14 competitors): 1
Alasdair Gillies, 2. Paula Glendinning, 3. John
Bottomley, 4. William Caudill, 5. Calum
MacDonald.

Open March (17 competitors): 1. Alasdair
Gillies, 2. Adrian Melvin, 3. Michael Rogers,
4. Calum MacDonald, 5. Scot Walker.

Open Strathspey and Reel (17
competitors): 1. Alasdair Gillies, 2. Adrian
Melvin, 3. Calum MacDonald, 4. Michael
Rogers, 5. Scot Walker.

Open H&J (8 competitors): 1. Alasdair
Gillies, 2. Adrian Melvin, 3. Scot Walker, 4.
Duncan Bell.

Royal Scottish Pipers Society
Annual Competition
Events 5-10, May 12 and 13

Confined March: 1. Rev lan G
Wotherspoon, 2. John Dow, 3. Robin
Webster.

March: 1. Dr John Ross, 2.
McKimmon, 3. Robert Smart.
Strathspey and Reel: 1 lain Macleod, 2.
Andrew Forbes, 3. Eric McKimmon.
Piobaireachd ‘A’ for the Stratlicona
Cup: 1 Donald Martin, 2. Dr W Fraser, 3.
lain Macleod.

9 MSR: 1 Alan Forbes, 2. Andrew Frater, 3.
Dr W Fraser.

10 Jig: 1 Dr W Fraser, 2. Dr John Frater, 3.
Andrew Frater.

P/M William Ross Cup for best overall
in events 8,9 and 10: Dr W Fraser.
Runner-up: David Ross Snuff Mull: Donald
Martin.

Millennium Medals presented by judge
Walter Drysdalc were awarded to the winners
ofevents 8, 9 and 10.

Eric
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College of Piping
End of Term Competition

Event 1: C. Shepherd; Event 2: C.
Shepherd; Event 3: C. Shepherd, Lanentfor
M)’ Mdeod and A. More, The Qe Event
4: Q. Meunier; Event 5. Q. Meunier; Event
6: A McCabe, The Gen is Mre; Event 7: J.
Taggart, Vbdntoshs Barer.

British Pipe Band Champs.,
Ashbourne, 24th June

Nov Juv: 1 George Watson’s, 2. Seafield, 3.
Dumbarton, 4. Craigmount, 5. Lochgelly, 6.
Stirling Schools.

Drums: G. Watson’s.

Grade 4b: 1. Lomond and Clyde, 2.
Kinglassie, 3. Essex Cal., 4. Penicuik, 5. East
Kilbride.

Drums: Lomond.

Grade 4a: 1. Newtongrange, 2. Troon
Blackrock, 3. Houghton Le Spring, 4.
Banbury, 5. West Midlands Fire, 6.
Wolverhampton.

Drums: Newtongrange.

Juvenile: 1 Lochgelly, 2. Paisley, 3. Vale of
Atholl, 4. Bucksbum, 5. Dunoon Grammar,
6. Burntisland.

Drums: Lochgelly.

Grade 3b: 1. Kirkcaldy 2. Johnstone 3.
Luton Univ. 4. Inverness 5. Pride of Murray
6. Perth.

Drums: Kirkcaldy.

Grade 3a: 1 Culter, 2. 1st Batt. Argylls, 3.
Muhl (Belgium), 4. Milngavie, 5. Maclean of
Annan, 6. Oban.

Drums: Culter.

Grade 2: 1. Bucksburn, 2. Lothian &
Borders Pol., 3. Grampian Pol., 4. Dumfries
& Galloway Const., 5. City of Glasgow, 6.
Tayside Pol.

Drums: Lothian & Borders.


mailto:pt@college-of-piping.co.uk

Tel: 01389-721757

Fax: 01389-710400

e-mail: argyllbagpipesKilts@ btinternet.com
http://www.5coot.co.uK/argyll_bagpipe5/

fArgyll Bagpipes
vs+ Kilts L td fré "

Scotland's Premier
Kiltmakers

Aoyl Kilts begen ther Kiit menufadiuning gperation in 1996,
Cifering Kilts of the highest ity of meterials and finish
adldde onthe retal market
Qur produdion schedule is prafessiardlly maneged
geared tonards custoer senice ard celivery
whether it be retal ar track:

Makers of Finest Quality Bagpipes - Chanters - Accessories

vet

Bagpipes Refurbished At Reasonable Cost
MIE"[O I\/Em.leJaiGSOISmdﬂy (Arycolour or type)
Kiit Refurishment Repeirs ardl Atterations
( 7 Days Per Week)

IVél Qdear ardwicke Distribuion. MyQolr Tao Lage ar Sl
('\mMajor Credit Cards Accepted)
hgand Dress hire For Al Qocesias.
Sodkists G Reads- Seesring- hen - Fipe Bgs-
Qas- Qxos- Rdos dc
QUAMTITY DIsCOUHT Fop pipe BAGD
Unit 18, Lomond Trade Centre,
Lomond Industrial Estate,
Alexandria, Loch Lomond,

Dunbartonshire, Scotland G83 OTL.


mailto:argyllbagpipe5Kilts@btinternet.com
http://www.5coot.co.uK/argyll_bagpipe5/

Results

Grade 1: 1. Shotts, 2. Strath. Pol., 3.
Boghall, 4. Field Marshall, 5. RUC, 6. Scot.
Power

Drums: RUC.

The U.S. Piping Foundation
Championships, Newark,
Delaware - June 24, 2000

Judges: Dr. Jack Taylor (Aboyne, Scotland)
and Major Archie Cairns (London, Ontario).
Open Piobaireachd: 1. Mike Cusack, Tlic
Park Adwireadd #2; 2. Alasdair Gillies, The
Larentfor the Only Sail; 3. Michael Rogers,
The Vaurting; 4. Andrew Hayes, My King hes
Lanckd in Mbidkrt; 5. Scott MacLeod, Tulloen
Ad

Open MSR (Twice over each tune): 1
Alasdair Gillies, Brigedier General Chegpe of
Tiroran, Inveraray Castle, and The Smith of
Gillicdessic; 2. Mike Cusack, The Rossshire
\olurteers, Cabar Feich, and Lt. Col. DJS
Murray; 3. Andrew Hayes, Lochaber
Gathering, Bogen Loden, ad Hie Grey By,
4. Michael Rogers, The Edl’b.ﬂj] \olurtesrs,
Meggie Cameron, and Mrs. MacPherson of
Inveran; 5. Scot Walker, Major Mattson’s
FaraMl to Claghernehel, The Pipers Bomret,
and Tre Mattfrom Gergany.

Overall Championship: 1. Mike Cusack
($850 plus travel expenses to play at the 2000
Glenfiddich Championship in Blair Atholl.
Scotland); 2. Alasdair Gillies ($850); 3.
Michael Rogers ($350); 4. Andrew Hayes
($350); 5. Scott McLeod ($100)

Note: Open Competitors must qualify in
order to play in the USPF. The current
qualifying contests are: The Gold or Silver
Medal at Oban or Inverness, The
Piobaireachd Society Gold Medal (Ontario),
and the overall winner of the Open
Piobaireachd and Open MSR events at: Fair
Hill, MD; Ligonier, PA; The New
Hampshire Highland Games; Stone Mt. GA;
or San Diego, CA. Once a competitor
qualifies for the USPF. he or she is qualified
for life.

This year’s competitors each submitted six
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tunes of their own choice for the
Piobaireachd event and six of each for the
MSR event. The tunes selected by the
judges were posted early in the day.

The Open competitors were: John
Bottomley (Newfoundland, PA); Mike
Cusack (Houston, TX); Alasdair Gillies
(Pittsburgh, PA); Chris Hamilton
(Germantown, MD); Andrew Hayes
(Nepean, ONT); Scott McLeod (Kingsport,
TN); Michael Rogers (Laurel, MD); Matt
Turnbull (Detroit, MI); Scot Walker
(Emmaus, PA).

Amateur Piobaireachd: 1 Patrick Regan,
The Bettle of Srane; 2. Steve Moore, dan
Chattan’s Gatrering; 3. Erin McCarthy, Hdor
MacLcans Waming; 4. Jane Spicer, The
Qu; 5. Cindy Carrancho, Tullceh Ard

Amateur MSR: 1 Tristan Wilson, Hugh
Kennedy, Meggie Cameron, and FHona
Medeod; 2. Patrick Regan, The Conundrum
Daic Far), ad Alick C. MeoGeg, 3. Steve
Moore, John MacColl’s March to Kilbowie
Ctage, Ewv iri* the Qrocked Hom, and The
S'eepmfc; 4. Trudianne Temple, Edrtugh
City Rdlice Pipe Band, Eve wi” the Qrooked
Hm, and The Baddird, 5. Jane Spicer, The
Pap of Genoog, Susan Medead, and Alick C
VeoGregr.

Overall Championship: 1 Patrick Regan
(2-sveek study trip in Glasgow); 2. Steve
Moore ($300 piping scholarship); 3. Tristan
Wilson ($250 piping scholarship); 4. Erin
McCarthy ($200 piping scholarship); 5. Jane
Spicer ($150 piping scholarship).

The Amateur contest is open to all Amateur
Grade One pipers who live in the United
States. Competitors were required to submit
4 Silver Medal tunes and 3 MSR sets.

This year's Amateur competitors were:
Cindy Carrancho (Gloucester, MA);
Nathaniel Dean (Norwich, CT); Erin
McCarthy (Fort Ann, NY); Steve Moore
(Oak Park, IL); Patrick Regan (Pittsburgh,
PA); Jane Spicer (Columbia, MD);
Trudianne Temple (Hinsdale. IL); Tristan
Wilson (Centerville, KS); Janny Wurts
(Sarasota, FL).



Instruction and advice from
World Class Staff

COLIN MacLELLAN

RE%DDY MacLEOD

Providing a full range  r » Mail Order Service
of tuition options my G Shop On-Line @
www.thepipingcentre.co.uk
SUMMER SCHOOLS < G Subscribe to 'Notes'
3rd-7th July | V h our Quarterly Magazine
24-28th July WILLIE MORRISON Shop & Museum

GREG WILSO
3stouly-eth Avgust NN GhenCDmms<amier

Forthcoming Events

31st July - 17th August
Lunchtime Recital Series

| THE PIPING CENTRE, 30-34 McPHATER STREET. GLASGOW, SCOTLAND G4 OHW |

WER (0) 141 353 0220 fAX: +44 ,0) 141 353 !" ? Eemmm
WEBSITE: www.thepiplngcentre.co.uk

Piobaireachd
Soclety

The Piobaireachd Society's publications - Books 1-15,
General Preface, the Kilbern/ Book ofCeol Mor, Sidelights
and Further Sidelights to the Kilberry Book and joseph
MacDonald's Cotnpleat Theory are distributed on behalf
of the Society to retailers throughout the world by
The College of Piping, 16-24 Otago Street,
Glasgow G12 8JH, Scotland, UK.

The Society's website is at www.piobaireachd.co.uk
All books available on-line at: www.college-of-piping.co.uk


http://www.thepipingcentre.co.uk
http://www.thepiplngcentre.co.uk
http://www.piobaireachd.co.uk
http://www.college-of-piping.co.uk

Results

Gourin, Brittany

Piob. for Jimmy Macintosh Trophy: 1
Loic Denis, 2. Alexis Meunier, 3. Sylvain
Hamon, 4. Christian Le Crom, 5. Xavier
Boderiou.

2/4 March: 1. Alexis Meunier, 2. Loic
Denis, 3. Cedric Le Bozec.

S&R: 1. Alexis Meunier, 2. Xavier Boderiou,
3. Loic Denis.

Breton music: 1. Alexis Meunier, 2. Loic
Denis, 3. Sylvain Hamon.

Judges: Malcolm McRae, lain Macleod
(Jersey), Pierre Gallais, Jakez Pincet, Herbert
Raud, Alan Travel

Menez Meur, Brittany

Piob: 1. Alexis Meunier, 2. Xavier Boderiou,
3. Daniel Moign, 4. Youn Pensec.

MSR: 1 Herve Le Floch, 2. Alan Cras, 3.
Alexis Meunier, 4. Yann Cariou.

Breton music: 1 Herve Le Floch, 2. Alexis
Meunier, 3. Alan Cras, 4. Loic Denis/Yann
Cariou.

Irish music: 1. Yann Cariou, 2. Alexis
Meunier, 3. Herve Le Floch, 4. Alan Cras, 5.
Xavier Boderiou/Daniel Moign.

Bands A: 1 Brieg, 2. Cap Caval, 3. Komog.
Bands B: 1 Doliprane 2. Compagie Des
Indes.

Pipers who go forward for the Macallan

J .

Trophy at Lorient Festival: Herve Le Floch,
Alexis Meunier, Yann Cariou, Alan Cras.

Anne de Bretagne Festival,
June 25, Blain, Brittany

Class A (M.S.R): 1 Alexis Meunier, 2.
Pierre Foliard, 3. Bertrand Lucas.

Class A (Breton music): 1. Alexis
Meunier, 2. Pierre Foliard, 3. Julien Grellier.
Class B (Scottish music): 1. Thomas
Bournel, 2. Damien Robert, 3. Anthony
Bargain.

Class B (Breton music): 1. Christophe
Cadorel, 2. Hermann Urvoy.

Portland, Oregon, Highland
Games, July 15

Piobaireachd: 1. Jori Chisholm, Hector
MecLean’s Waming; 2. Alan Bevan, The
Taunting; 3. Alan Walters, Black Doreld; 4.
James MacHattie.
M.S.R.: 1 Stuart Liddell, 2. Alan Bevan, 3.
Jori Chisholm.
H.&J.: 1 Stuart Liddell. 2. Alan Bevan, 3.
Jori Chisholm.
Judges: Mike Cusack, Robert Wallace and
Alasdair Gillies.

A report on this competition will be
carried in a future edition.

H ar k n e ss

MAKER OF TOP QUALITY REEDS

Pipe chanter reeds (normal strength)
Pipe chanter reeds (medium strength)

Practice chanter reeds (cane)
Practice chanter reeds (plastic)

per 3reeds £12.00
per 3
per 3reeds £12.00
per 6 reeds £12.00

Minimum order £12.00. Post and packing paid UK, extra overseas
1L HARKNESS, 20 FORBES AVENUE, CUMNOCK
AYRSHIRE, SCOTLAND KA18 1HG.

Telephone: 01290 426332

reeds£12.00



dLuociys in Stock
Kintail
The Backbone Of Bands Throughout The World

Dunfion Bagpipes

A beautiful hand crafted instrument

r ~vVour Piping nccds RT Shepherd

Winner of All The Major Piping Titles

Ray Sloan Small Pipes
Key of A, Bor D

We Carry a Electronic Practice Chanter

Fits In Your Pocket: Only (5/8' x 9")
Uses Earphones: Therefore Perfect
of Highland To Play on Buses, Trains Etc.
Ideal Forthe Communter
« Touch Control For Volume & Pitch
« Unforgiving At Detecting Crossing Noise
«  Price Excl. Earphones: US $245.00

Complete Line

Dress

erry Rooney

973-839-4761

28 Storms Place ¢ Haskell, NJ 07420 USA « 1 Mile Off Rt. 287 Exit 55

PIPE CHANTER REEDS

by P/IM MARK BENNETT

Manufactured on the premises by P/M Marh Bennett
Every reed tried and tested for balance and volume

A reed with the qualities every
Pipe Mgjor and Piper needs!

21 Sheephousehill TellFax: 01501 771664
Fauldhouse E-mail:
West Lothian pmmarkbennett@5ol.co.uk
Scotland Website:
EH47 9ED http://www.50l.co.Uk/b/bennett/


mailto:pmmarkbennett@5ol.co.uk
http://www.5ol.co.Uk/b/bennett/

o

%NOTICEBOARD% °

HE PT Noticeboard is open to any piping society, pipe band or individual. Publicise your
Tcompetition or other event free of charge by writing, faxing or e-mailing us at the usual address.

Selling pipes? Small ack. are carried free of charge for the first insertion and £5 +VAT per issue thereafter.

PiobaireachaSociety of

MORE than fifty people braved

this society’s first Pipers
Memorial held this year at the South
River Cemetery, near the village of St.
Andrews, on Saturday, June 3rd.

Strong winds, overcast skies, and
cool temperatures did little to dampen
the spirits of those who assembled to
watch and listen as eight pipers played
musical tributes to the memory of
Angus ‘The Ridge’ MacDonald and
Allan J. Cameron, former Official
Pipers of the Antigonish Highland
Society.

Dr. John Hamilton, Piobaireachd
Society President, welcomed the
participants and the spectators. Local
piobaireachd instructor, Scott Williams,
Director of the Antigonish Highland
Society School of Piping, introduced
the eight performers and gave brief sto-
ries about the tunes to be performed.

Five pipers played the ground and
first variations of their chosen tunes.
Isaac Mills of Somers Road, played
Clan Chattans Gathering Daniel
Cameron of North Grant, played Hector
MacLeans Warning, Fred Tarasoff of
East Earltown, played the Lamentfor
Donald Ban MacCrimmon, Jamus MacD-
onald of Pinevale played Tulloch Ard,
and Laura MacLellan of Antigonish
played The Battle of the Stromc.Three
pipers played complete piobaireachd.
Mary Ellen Baldner of Antigonish
played The Croat, lan Juurlink of St.

ndrews played Hector Maclean’s

Vp‘~ ________

....... ’

Warning, and Andrea Boyd of Antigo-
nish played Too Long ItiThis Condition.

Following the hour-plus musical
tribute, Dr. John Hamilton and Vice-
President Janis MacLellan-Peters
presented suitably inscribed copies of
The Kilberry Book Of Ceol Mor to
seven of the Antigonish performers on
behalf of the Piobaireachd Society.
Mrs. MacLellan-Peters then presented

Mrs. Maureen Williams with a gift
in recognition of her work behind the
scenes in helping to make the
workshops sponsored by the Society
such outstanding successes during the
past year by hosting the various visiting
instructors in her home.

Dr. Hamilton thanked everyone for
coming and invited those present to re-
assemble at the Antigonish Highland
Society Office where refreshments and
a luncheon were waiting. After a
warming cup of tea and something to
eat, the Society held its Annual General
Meeting, with all current officers
renewing their commitments for the
coming year.

For Sale
» MacDougall pipes circa 1900;
(2500 ono; A Madeod, Glenfyne,
Coll, Back, Stornoway, Isle of Lewis
HS2 OJR; 01851 820 337

» Shepherd Upper D smallpipes and
case ¢250; L Falconer 01355 230133



The College of Piping
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The College invites you to visit our website at:

www,college-of-piping,co.uk

* Book lessons on line

« Shop on line for all your piping needs

< 500 different lines available: pi|
chanters, reeds, CDs, books

« Bagpipes from all the leading
manufacturers

= All major credit cards accepted

e Same day dispatch of stock items

» Subscribe on line to the Piping Times

« Get the latest news from the PT pages

Thank you for shopping at the College.

As a registered charity every item purchased helps us in our
work of spreading the music of the great Highland bagpipe. All
pipes, chanters and reeds are selected by our resident experts.

Pipes supplied complete with College Certificate of Approval.

The College of Piping
16-24 Otago Street
Glasgow G 12 8JH
Scotland, UK
For inquiries call +44 (0) 141 337 3024
For orders call: +44 (0) 141 334 3587
Fax: +44 (0) 141 337 3024
Website: YVYvw.college-of-piping.co.uk
E-mail: college@ college-of-piping.co.uk
Registered Scottish Charity No. SC009984
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New School

National Centre of Excellence in

Traditional Music has recently
been established with funding from
the Scottish Executives Excellence
Fund. Based at Plockton High
School, Wester Ross, the Centre’s
main purpose is to serve as a
residential specialist centre for
education in traditional music.

Application is open to any
secondary school age student in
Scotland, and instruction will be
offered principally in piping, fiddle,
clarsach, accordion and song,
although any instrument will be
considered.

Successful applicants will become
residential pupils of Plockton High
School and will follow a full, standard
educational curriculum as well as
receiving extra education in all aspects
of traditional music. Piper Dougie

Caber

HE club ended its First highly
Tsuccessful season with a visit from
two top professionals: Hugh Maclnnes
and Stuart Sheddon. They gave us an
informal evening of piobaireachd and
light music. Everyone was enthralled by
the highest standards of piping on two
magnificent instruments.

Stuart played the Battle of the Birds
and the Lamentfor the Only Son as well
as a wide array of marches, strathspeys
and reels. Hugh demonstrated his

0

Pincock has been appointed Director
ofthe Centre.

“Its great to be in at the start of
such an exciting new venture,” he
said. “Its good to see traditional
music Finally being given some
genuine status in the formal
education sector, and from the piping
point of view, | think it5 a measure of
how strongly piping is now
established at the heart of Scotlands
traditional music that a piper has been
appointed to head up such an
important project.”

Applications are closed for the
academic year 2000/01, but any
further information can be obtained
from Dougie Pincock, Director,
National Centre of Excellence in
Traditional Music, Plockton High
School, Plockton, Wester Ross, 1V/52
8TU, telephone 01599 544706.

RidtFiiy Club

renowned mastery of the light music.
The Club was set up in the autumn
of last year in Dingwall, Ross-shire,
by Hugh Chisholm and Hugh
Watson. The aim was to encourage all
aspects of piping, especially among
the young. It is held weekly in the
premises of Dingwall British Legion.
We will reopen in the autumn after
our summer recess.

Campbell McGougan.

0
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The best sheepskin and cowhide pipe bags - exclusively supplied to:

Simon Fraser University.............cccccvvvvvvnnin, 1999 World Champions
Shotts and Dykehead................ 2nd in the 1999 World Championships
City of Washington.......................... Grade 21999 World Champions

Roddy MacLeod and the Strathclyde Police Pipe Band for 20 years
For THATstandard . please telephone, fax or visit. . .
273 Sauchiehall St., Glasgow G2 3HH. Tel: and Fax: 0141 333 0639

BAGPIPES: top quality always in stock.
REEDS: Warnock, Shepherd, Ezeedrone etc.

O Practice bagpipes O Bagpipe CD roms O Electronic bagpipes
O Non-slip bag gripper O Pre-waxed yellow hemp 012mm Black tape
O Bagpipe music writer O Learning - Chanter kits O Soft wool brushes (3)

Visa and Mastercard accepted

Ayrshire Bagpipe Company
50 Wallacefield Road, Troon, Ayrshire KA10 6PL Scotland
Telephone: 01292 314300 e Fax: 01292 310858

p-im inrggw R giffcJI e-mail: ayrshirebagpipes@hotmail.com

Large Bore Plastic 3'/2”. 4*/2" or 5'/2 long C6.00

Highly Polished Stainless Steel.

Tough Plastic Tip €33.00
3. Imitation Ivory, Stainless Steel. Screw-In Tip.

534" long €43.00
4. Imitation Ivory, Engraved Silver Sleeve.

slig” borc-5'/2long €90.00

5. Full Length Black Plastic Practice Chanter €38.00
6. Large Bore Blowpipe - Imitation Ivory Mount.

Built-In Valve 5” or 6" long €33.00
7. Universal Blowpipe - Imitation Ivory Mount.

Built-In Valve 5" or 6” long €42.00
8. Large Bore Blowpipe - Tough Plastic.

Built-In Valve 5" or 6’ long €25.00

9. Blowpipe Stock in two parts and 22" tube

which is easily extracted for cleaning

c/w Imitation Ivory or Stainless Steel Mount €42.00
10. Varilength Blowpipe 9'/2- 1234long.

Imitation Ivory Mount. Built-In Valve 1 41>.()0
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IBtpinoi Limcu CROSSWORD
Test

Across

I The winner of this contest was pictured
in the July PT (9)

7 A drone between tenor and bass (4)

8 Choose, a person not a tune (5)

10  Shortage, of fish perhaps (8)

Il With lochan it’s a strathspey (5)

12 Get these at the games (6)

14 All this, for crossing the minch (6)

15 Colour for wood sounds like a rock (5)

16 Lady Sinclair (8)

18  Military cap, for Hussars
not Highlanders (5)

20 Event for one (4)

21 Does the sheepwife do this? (2,3,4)

YourKnowledge

Down

1 They were at Ticonderoga according
to the PT (5,5)

2 O’er this among the heather (4)

3 From hell or Australia (6)

4 Reel sounds like a hair style (4,3)

5 Compete (3)

6  Hear Brose and Butter and its time to do this (3)

9  He issaluted in Piobaireachd Society Book 7 (10)

13 Lordlyjig (7)

14 A cross saint (6)

17 Games here inJuly (4)

18 A bag biologically (3)

19 Piobaireachd is this in the book by
lain MacKay (3)

Test your piping knowledge with the Piping Times Crossword. Each month send completed puzzles to
Piping Times, 10-24 Otago Street, Glasgow G12 8JH. Scotland, UK. The reader with the most correct
answers over 12 issues will receive atso voucher for the College of Piping Shop and the title Piping
Two Brains of the Year. To qualify’ entries must be received before answers are published.

June solution: across - Donaldson, Earn, Arran, Oil, Loch, Stewart, Shells, Cracks, Heights, Kiwi,

Ear, Dummy, Golf, Fosgailte.

pou-n - Drams, Norse. Lunga, Scouts, Nellie, Brecklet, Tomdon, Crieff, Shores, India, Hamel, Style.

Crossword compiled byJeannie Campbell
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EVENTS - AUGUST

3 - SPA Meeting, Polish Club, Glenfarg Street,

Glasgow

9 - Musical Celebration, Shotts & Dykehead,
78th Fraser Highlanders, Field Marshall

Montgomery, McNaughton Vale of Atholl,

Glasgow Royal Concert Hall

SOLO - AUGUST

2 - Killin, 11.30 am, D Osier, 01567 820219

4 - Dornoch, 10.30 am, W Grant, 01862

810806

5 - Newtonmore, 11.00 T Robertson, 01540
673348

5 - Inverkeithing, 12.30 M McGregor, 01383
728462

5 - Aboyne, 10.30, J Taylor, 01339 886297

5 - Tam, 11.00, F Thomson, 01862 893602

(Day) 893067 (Evening)

6 - Montrose, 10.30, J MacDonald, 01674

675926

6 - Caithness, Held at John 'O Groats, 1.00, P
Bain. 01847 841268

7 - Mallaig and Morar, 12.00, J MacKellaig,

01687 462110

8-9 - Skye Gathering, Portree,
Anderson, 01470 542365

9 - Silver Chanter MacCrimmon Memorial
Piobaireachd Competition, Tickets from
College of Piping, 0141 334 3587

9 August - Loch Ness Highland Gathering, Fort
Augustus, 12.00, 01475 701235

10 - Ballater, 12.00, E Anderson, 01339 755771

11 - Assynt, A McEwan, 01571 844647

12 - Strathpeffer, 1.00, G Spark, 01997 421348

12 - Aberfcldy, Victoria Park, 1.00, G Clark,
01887 840268

12 - Abernethy, Nethybridge,
Cullifield, 01479 821391

13 - Perth, South Inch 10.00, J McGregor,

01250 874602

18 - Glenisla, 1.00

19 - Naim, 9.30, J Brownlee, 01667 453017

19 - Glenfinnan, 11.30, R McKellaig, 01397
722234

19 - Lairg, 12.00, A MacKay

19 - Helmsdale & District,
MacTaggart, 01431 821439

10.00, A

10.30, P

10.30, W

19 - Kinloch Rannoch, 2.00, J Dreghorn,
01882 632216

20 - Cortachy, 1.00, Airlie Estates Office, 01575
540222

20 - Crieff 10.30, R Clark, 01764 654851
23-24 - Argylishire Gathering, Oban, Piping
Secretary, 01631 62671

25 - Cowal, Sports Stadium, Dunoon, 9.30,
Games Secretary, 01369 703206

26 - Lonach, Bellabeg Park, Strathdon,
Aberdeenshire, 9.30, J Barber, 01975 651302

26 - Invergordon, Invergordon Castle, 9.30, A
Stewart, 01862 893952

26 - Birnam, 12.45, R MacGregor, 01350
727724

26 - Glenurquhart, Drumnadrochit, Loch Ness,
10.00, K Abell, 01456 450623

SEPTEMBER

2 - Arbroath, 12.00,1) Gentles, 01382 854617
2 - Braemar, 10.00, W Meston, 01339 755377
2-3 - Chatsworth Country Fair, 10.00, A
Cuthbert, 01263 711736

3 - Blairgowrie, 1.30, J McGregor, 01250
874602

PIPE BANDS

5 - Edinburgh (Marie Curie), M Orr, 0131 226
6365

5 - Inverkeithing, M MacGregor, 01383 728462
5 - Portrush, M Ilerron, 013967 23635

6 - Bridge of Allan, S Nichol, 01786 832682

6 - North Berwick, A Angus, 01620 890350

12 - World Championships, Glasgow, RSPBA,
0141 221 5414

13 - Perth, A Rettie, 01738 627782

19 - Melrose, W McMorran, 01899 308385

19 - Newcastle, Co Down, M Herron, 013967
23635

19 - Rothesay, RSPBA, 0141 221 5414

20 - Crieff, B Stronach, 01738 637205

20 - Kilmarnock, J Martin, 01560 320503

20 - Mintlaw, | Taylor, 01779 477238

26 - Cowal, Dunoon, RSPBA, 0141 221 5414
SEPTEMBER

2 - Arbroath (Scottish Championships),
RSPBA, 0141 221 5414

3 - Chatsworth, F Stirling, 01462 455055

9 - Pitlochry, A Wilson, 01796 473636

piping Cimcs Diary is compiled by Kathryn McEwan. Let her know what is
going on in your society or pipe band. Tell us when you are holding a contest or
fund raiser. All Diary insertions are free. Send your Diary info to Kathryn at the
College. E mail: college@college-of-piping.co.uk or see page one for other contact
details. Please check before travelling to any of the above events.
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« ePTFE membrane/textile laminate

from the same company that
developed GORE-TEX® fabric

= Maintenance free - no seasoning

necessary, naturally supple
= Pick up and play anytime

= Automatic moisture control -
even pitch and tone

= Ease of assembly - no tying in
necessary

= Longer, more hygienic bag life

GORE

Creative Technologies
Worldwide

pipe bag

CANMORE isa trademark of W LGore & Associates. GORE-TEX is a registered trademark of

H

From the heart of Scotland

For a list of stockists, please contact:
W LGore & Associates (UK) Ltd,
Kirkton South Road,
LIVINGSTON, West Lothian
EH54 7BT.

Tel: 01506 460607
Fax: 01506 460123

W LGore & Associates Copyright©® 1999, W | Gore & Associates (UK) Ltd



R T Shepherd &Son (Scotland) Ltd

Introducing:

THE SHEPHERD HIDE/

REGULATOR PIPE BAG
¢ Complete with Moisture separator
¢ Easy Zip Access
¢ No Seasoning Required
¢ Improved Control & Stability
¢ 3 Sizes (small, medium or large)

SMA0 An. Plastic
Drore Reecs

¢ Unique Design Concept

¢ ASpecially Fabricated Blade with Pre-Set Memory
¢ Telescopic Tuneable Slide

¢ Internal Bridle Mechanism

¢ Common Components for Brass and Tenor

Avallable from preferredstockists worldwick

For more information visit;
www.shepherd-bagpipes.coni

Printed bv Hugh K. Clarkson & Sons Ltd.. Toung Street. West Calder. West Lothian EH55 8EQ.  Telephone. (015061 872241 « Fax-. (015061 871827 « ISDN (015061 870236 * e-mail: hksc@btinternet.com
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