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The Piobaireachd Society 
Annual Conference

23rd-25th March, 2012 
Birnam Hotel, Birnam, Perthshire

Sessions include:

All welcome; day visits; refreshments; ceilidh 
Prices: day visit: £35

Day visit plus Saturday night dinner: £55  
Weekend single: £160  
Weekend share: £130. V\v} . f- 'ft ' N A\sV ;
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Piping tFtmes est. 1948

Jf U S T  when you wanted to hate it even more, to ditch your accounts,
| to stab another twenty pins into that Fred the Shred doll you’ve been kicking around the living room for the past few years, along comes his former plaything, the Royal Bank of Scotland, and announces that it is to sponsor the Argyllshire Gathering for the next three years. Readers will be aware that this bank is, after financial meltdown and government bail out, almost entirely owned by the U K  taxpayer. Yet now it is to become a financial pillar o f one o f our great gatherings and we need to be nice to it, a pariah no more. We struggle to make such a volte face but for piping, o f course, we must. The amount is substantial and we can thank two denizens o f the Netherlands and enthusiasts for pipe music, R on and Josien Teerlink for channelling the dosh our way. (Ron is an executive o f the bank and everyone knows Josien and her work for piping in her homeland).There are no strings either -  A G  Stewards are free to spend the money as they see fit, though we expect the R B S  will insist on their caravan maintaining its position next to the members enclosure at Mossfield Park no matter how indecorous the chaps think it. What a public relations coup for the bank. Looking to their roots they’ve entered the real world o f deserving community sponsorship, investing in the national music o f the country on whose name the was built.

As you will read in our news pages, The College o f Piping is also to help out at Oban, presenting a new silver trophy for the M acGregor Memorial Piobaireachd competition. Each year at the Corran Halls prizegiving the young recipient o f this hard won title steps forward to receive -  nothing. Not quite true, but hearty applause cannot be transported back home to show off to parents, friends, family and the local newspaper. So a trophy it is and for 2012 and beyond the College, despite its own financial constraints, will provide it.It is in these strained economic times that we need to spend our money well, direct it to where the benefit will be felt most. And the good folk who run the A G  are certainly deserving o f everyone’s help. We wrote a couple o f issues ago o f the Northern Meeting and their enlightened attitude to change. Well the same spirit pervades- west o f the Pass o f Brander.Henceforth no one will be turned away from the MacGregor and we hear that for 2012 Oban has considered carefully our suggestion that rather than refuse entries for the Silver Medal they let everyone play and adopt a system o f heats to sort out numbers, final in the small theatre at the Corran Halls on the evening o f the first day.N o decision yet, but it is this kind o f listening approach we want to see from the promoters o f our two most important competitions. It makes the
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Northern Meeting and the Argyllshire Gathering worthy o f support and sponsorship. Anyone with cash to spare should think about that
and meanwhile we are off to swap that little doll for . . .  mmm. Difficult. There are no twisted vines in piping’s sweet winery, are there?

‘T ’ TT ~T E  wish all our readers and advertisers the compliments of the season and I  / \  /  offer sincere condolences to the families of those we have lost during 201 i: 
V  w Jimmie McGregor, Blairgowrie; Dr Martin Lowe, Royal Scottish Pipers’ 

Society; P /M  Alasdair Gillies, Queen’s Own Highlanders; P/M  Sandy Spence, 
Aherfeldy; Malcolm MacCrimmon, Calgary, Alberta; Angus MacPhee, North Kcssock; 
Donald MacGillivary, Nigg, Gold Medallist; Neil Smith, Strathclyde Police PB; Rose 
Fletcher, pioneer of lady pipers; Russell and Muriel Clayton, Piobaireachd Society; John 
Graham, Avonbridge; Lewis Turrell, New Zealand, first overseas Gold Medallist; Robert 
Stewart, Inveraray; Viomas Grotrian, Pipefest fundraiser; P/M  David Duncan, 
Bucksburn PB. Com m ent at

thepipingtimes@gmail. com

The College of Piping 
Annual Lecture

CCeol M or -  A Living Legacy1
By Dr JKS Frater

ampion Pipers Fiona Manson and Innes Smith will play The Big Spree/titment for MacSwan o f Roaig Black Donald’s March and The Old Men o f the Shells.Tickets ff\ 2  include refreshments B IR N A M  H O T E L , B IR N A M , P E R T H S H IR E  
March 23rd, 2012 at 7pm.

Book online at www.college-of-piping.co.uk
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N E W S
Carrying Stream o f  Tradition Continues 
with New Digital Binneas is Boreraig

B y  Pipin g  T imes R e p o r te r s
IM P O R T A N T  archive recordings o f Malcolm R . Macpherson singing piobaireachd are now on general release to the public. Malcolm Macpherson made the recordings for Dr Roderick Ross, the author o f the Binneas is Boreraig collection, recently re-issued as one volume in compact form. Dr Ross’s book sought to, and succeeded, in successfully transferring Malcolm’s timing o f 112 tunes onto the written page. The book has seldom been out o f print since its first volume appeared in 1959. A digital/iPad version has now been produced and unique tapes o f 13 different tunes are embedded on the relevant page o f the book. Purchasers can listen to M alcolm ’s singing excerpts whilst following the score. The tunes sung are: The Groat, The Fingerlock, Donald Gruamach’s March, Earl o f Seaforth’s Salute, MacCrim mon’s Sweetheart, Lament for Patrick O g  MacCrimmon, The Prince’s Salute, The Unjust Incarceration, Weighing from Land, The Battle o f Waternish, The Blind Piper’s Obstinacy, The Bells o f Perth and Glengarry’s March. The publishers and copyright holders, the College o f Piping, are currently working on digitising and editing additional sound files o f Malcolm Macpherson playing many o f the tunes on the pipes. These are o f variable quality but it is expected that

a number o f the tunes will be fit for publication as audio files.To access the iPad/iPhone version o f Binneas is Boreraig it is necessary to install the College o f Piping/Piping Times app from Apple’s iTunes store to your device (Search ‘Piping’). Once this is done the book can be downloaded for ^24.99. Binneas will become available on Android tablets during the first quarter o f 2012. A  digital version o f the book, readable on any laptop or standard home or office computer, can be bought via the CoP
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NewsShop. A sample sound file o f Malcolm singing part o f the Lament for Donald Ban MacCrimmon can be heard on the PT Extra page on the CoP website. Digital readers click on the link on this page.Malcolm Macpherson is a valued link with ceol mor tradition. His teaching line stretches back through his uncle Jockan Macpherson, to John MacDonald, Inverness, to Calum Piobair his grandfather, thence to the Bruces, the Camerons and to the MacCrimmons themselves. Binneas is Boreraig is a record o f how the music was played by a man steeped in the ancient way o f the tunes. The Foreword records: ‘Malcolm R . Macpherson died in 1966 and lies buried beside the 
grave of his famous grandfather, Calum Piobair in Laggan Churchyard. The setting is 
impressive. Growing on the grave is a rowan tree, with the granite mountains dumbly 
keeping watch all round. His death marked the end of a long line of great piobaireachd 
men, and we are indeed fortunate that before he died he recorded all the piobaireachd in 
Binneas is Boreraig making it a unique record.’

Piobaireachd Society Launch Bursary

T H E Piobaireachd Society has launched a teaching bursary scheme aimed at providing a week o f intensive piping tuition for deserving young pipers. Candidates should be 14 or over and under 18 and preference will be given to those who live outwith Scotland’s central belt where high quality teaching is readily available. Tuition will be delivered by the College o f Piping. Candidates encouraged to P D Q B / S Q A  piping examinations at the end o f the study week, though this is not compulsory. The purpose o f the Bursary is to assist young pipers in improving their playing ability, their knowledge o f the bagpipe and its history and to develop their interest in, and awareness of, ceol mor. Closing date for applications for the 2012 bursary is March 15. The schedule for the week will be as follows: Monday -  student should arrive a.m. to be given welcome pack

and a tour o f College premises. He/she will be introduced to their tutor for the week and after settling in, classes will begin. Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday there will be classes morning and afternoon with time set aside for practice and research. Friday will see classes and certificate presentation where appropriate, student assessment and farewells. Successful candidates will be given assistance via with travel,accommodation and meals as necessary. Tuition fees will be covered by the Bursary. It is anticipated the first week o f tuition will take place during the summer months o f 2012. Prospective candidates should write in the first instance to The Piobaireachd Society, Bursary 2012, c/o Robert Wallace, 16 -24 Otago Street, Glasgow G12 8JH . They should give full details o f their piping background on the Application Form which can be downloaded from the
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Shepherd Orchestral Chanter
Pitched in B flat

Recently endorsed by the world 
renowned House of Edgar Shotts 

and Dykehead Pipe Band when they 
performed with Phil Cunningham 

and Aly Bain on B B C  television and 
used by the Royal Scots Dragoon 

Guards on their hit recording 
‘Spirit of the G len’

At last!
A pipe chanter 

that other musicians 
will love.

The NEW Shepherd 
‘Orchestral Chanter'

Pitch and tonality 
to work with the 

professionals.
The

musician’s chanter.
R T SHEPHERD & SON (SCOTLAND) LTD 

www.shepherd-bagpipes.com
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NewsPiobaireachd Society and Co P  websites at w w w .piobaireachd.co.uk and www.college-of-piping.co.uk. The Piobaireachd Society’s General Committee will meet to consider applications. Society President Jack Taylor said: ‘Piobaireachd teaching is not always locally available. We hope that this initiative will encourage more young pipers to have a look at this great music.’
New Trophy

T H E College o f Piping is to provide a new trophy for the M acGregor MemorialPiobaireachd competition held every year at the Argyllshire Gathering. Until now the winner has merely

been presented to the audience at the annual prizegiving but without receiving anything to mark their achievement. The College offered a trophy to end this anomaly and this has been accepted by the Highland Society o f London, the competition’s promoter and organising group. Highland Society Committee mem­ber Angus Nicol said: ‘The College’s offer o f a trophy to be presented annually to the first prize winner o f the MacGregor was, unsurprisingly, greeted with enthusiasm and accepted with delighted thanks. It is a particularly appropriate time for such a presentation, 2012, will be the 30th year o f the competition. It was founded in the wake o f the 1981 Bicentenary competition at Falkirk,
PIPETECH
I N  T U  N  El \A/IT'H I N N O V A T I O N

T H E  P I P E T E C H  
P R E C I S I O N - P L U S

A V A I L A B L E  N O W

Designed, developed and manufactured to give you and 
your band the most precise, accurate reading available.

W W W . P I P E T E C H . U K . C D M
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Available at your local Bagpipe Supply store. For more info contact: 
www.piperschoice.com email: scotts@scottshighland.com

Pipes

Great for playing 
with guitar, 

fiddle and piano.

Border Pipes have a sound similar to the Great 
Highland Bagpipe, however, are not as loud 

in volume.

Chanter is in concert A pitch (440 hertz), drones 
consist of Bass, Alto and Tenor. They come 

with a synthetic pipe bag, plastic drone 
reed, cane chanter reed, built-in 

water trap and 
artifical Ivory trim.

AIRSTREAM BLOWPIPE
"The Mouth Friendly Blowpipe

• Blowpipe comes with an “ original”  oval mouthpiece, which prevents slippage, and fits the mouth more naturally.> The built in “ Little Mac”  valve is larger, and helps to prevent airflow restrictions.• The large 3/8”  internal bore makes it easier to blow your pipes and keep the bag pressure steady.1 This attractive, durable blowpipe is compatible with all existing bagpipe designs. It comes in 5 different lengths.8” , 9” , 10” , 11” , and 12”■ The Airstream Mouthpieces can be purchased separately in 3 different sizes. 31/2”  41/2”  51/2”
Available at your 
local Bagpipe shop

info@piperschoice.com • www.piperschoice.com scotts@scottshighIand.com • www.scottshighIand.com
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Newsbased upon such funds as remained after the Bicentenary was over.‘The form o f the competition will change next year. All entrants will be accepted, and will compete in two heats, each before two judges. A  short leet o f three from each heat will then each play a second tune before all four judges, who will decide on the basis o f both tunes. This will void the need to refuse a large number o f young pipers.’ The MacGregor Memorial competition is for the playing o f ceol mor and is open to pipers aged under 21. The winner is usually eligible to compete for the Silver Medal the following year.
Band ShuffleH E R SP B A  has made the following changes to its grading o f bands:Novice Juvenile to Juvenile: George Watson’s College, George Heriot’s School, Kintyre Schools Grade 4B to 4A: B o’ness, Closkelt, Achill, Bellaghy, St Colm cille’s Tullamore, Fivemiletown Grade 4A to 3B: Scottish Borders, Ballybriest, Thiepval Memorial, Upper CrossgareGrade 3B to 3A: Stamperland, St.Laurence O ’Toole, Rothesay &District, Badenoch & StrathspeyGrade 3B to 2: New York MetroGrade 3A to 2: Oban,ManorcunninghamGrade 2 to Grade 1: Seven Towers,Ravara, Grampian PoliceGrade 2 to 3A: JohnstoneGrade 3A to 3B: Finton Lalor, St.Maurs, First Scottish Milngavie,Methil & District, Greater Manches­

ter Fire & Rescue, Culter & District, Pride o f Murray, City o f St. Andrews Grade 3B to 4A: Ballydonaghy
In B rief

• New additions to solo piping’s Judges Register are Robert Wallace, senior judge for both ceol beag and ceol mor, Rona Lightfoot, Inverness, and Gordon Clarke, Strathtay.• The Royal Bank o f Scotland is to sponsor the Argyllshire Gathering for the next three years.The new deal was announced at the Echoes o f Oban concert with a top executive o f the bank, R on Teerlink and his wife Josien, present (see Editorial). Oban have also confirmed that short leet system will continue in its ‘A ’ March and ‘A ’ Strathspey and Reel contests.• The R S P B A  has confirmed that Glasgow has won the right to host the W orld Pipe Band Championships for 2013, 2014 and 2015. The city has been associated with ‘The Worlds’ for more than 60 years. 230 bands from 12 countries entered the 2011 competition at Glasgow Green and the probable venue to 2015. T he Worlds generates over jT\0  million pounds for both Glasgow and Scotland’s economy. George Ussher, President o f  the R S P B A , said: ‘T he partnership with Glasgow is incredibly strong and we are continually impressed by the dedication and professionalism o f everyone involved in producing such a world-class event. The bands get such a warm welcome and genuinely look forward to competing at Glasgow Green.’
i t



Makers of fine quality 
musical instruments



P/M ^Claris Armstrong, winner o f the Former Winners M SR at 
the 2012 Argyllshire Gathering,playing a full set o f ! )  Naill pipes. 
‘ This was a near faultless performance on an excellent bagpipe . . .

judge Barry Donaldson.
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JV JcikfifiS>
Maintaining quality and tradition 

for future generationsspecialising in riejjpKBishroent
Call: 0$é06 Ç72333

A/Hour$Ù1506|83939
www.macmujjphiebagpipes.co.uk

e-mail: blue@macmurchiebagpipes.co.uk

a l S t  sdndiem s/
Ciflaàer/ of tha highest 

q u ality  êaqf2if2es and ieed&

Contact:
Duncan Soutar 
1 Sandyherd Court 
St Andrews, Fife KYI 6 8HL 
Scotland
Tel/Fax: +44 (0)1334 475013 
E-mail:
soutar.bagpipes@lineone.net
www.duncansoutarofstandrews.com

Now available, the new

HBT2
Bagpipe Tuner & Metronome

Programmed specifically for the Bagpipe scale. 
Fast response time, great chanter and drone detection, large LCD display & 
speaker for the metronome. The HBT2 Bagpipe Tuner is in a class of it's own.

See it also on www.facebook.com/BagpipeTuner

Tunetape Pipe ChanterTuning Tape
Purpose made pipe chanter tuning tape that won't slip, slide or 
spoil your performance. Tunetape offers more flexibility when 
tuning, taping a chanter is a practical method in creating a truly 
accurate scale, not one that Is just close enough!

Available online & all good piping shops. WWW.thebagpipetUner.com
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A N A L Y S IS Retreat Marches
Tracing the History o f  the Retreat 
March and its Military OriginsD avid  M u r r a y

T H E term ‘Retreat’ in the musical context has nothing to do with the retrograde movement in the face o f the enemy associated with the Dunkirk evacuation in June 1940. Today’s tacticians prefer to use the euphemism ‘withdrawal’, although at the lowest level ‘a spontaneous readjustment o f the tactical situation’ might be a better definition. Soldiers can recognise a hopeless situation when they see one!Retreat was one o f the four principal features o f the 18th century soldiers’ day, the others being the Reveille, the Troop, and Tattoo. In those far off days, the day’s training finished at mid-day. Thereafter, soldiers had to fill the rest o f the day as best they could. Some might work, either on the land, or as labourers on building sites. Those who had a trade might seek work in the shops and factories o f the town. There were also many odd jobs — ‘fatigues’- to be done about the camp or garrison; water and wood had to be brought in, and food for men and fodder for horses might sometimes have to be sought in the locality. At sunset, the end o f the working day, or earlier in summer, all these men had to be recalled to their billets in the town or their tents in the camp to answer their names. Many o f the soldiers were illiterate, and none the worse for that, but within living memory few

soldiers below the rank o f sergeant possessed watches. Some sort o f time signal was therefore required to let everyone know that it was time to make for home.So at sunset or at the time appointed the drums would beat and the fifes play for at least fifteen minutes, frequently for longer, usually somewhere where they could be heard, at the main gate in garrison, or outside the Quarter Guard in camp. Originally, the drums alone would sound, and it has to be remembered that the resonant and sonorous tone o f the old deep shelled rope tensioned drum bears little resemblance to that o f the sophisticated modern pipe band side drum, where everything is subordinated to technique. The rudimental style o f playing, with its open rolls, is difficult to master, but the effect can still be arresting and profound, and can still stir the blood and lift the heart.After the ill-fated Jacobite rebellion o f 1745/46, the fife was reintroduced into the British Army, and still later a simplified flute was to take its place. Towards the end o f the 18th century the bugle came into prominence because o f its greater volume and carrying power, and in time calls for the bugle were developed to complement those o f the fife and the drum. Over the years, the ceremony o f beating Retreat was to become an occasion in its own
15



Macleod Highland Supplies
136 Bridgegate, Glasgow, Scotland, G l 5HZ

Traditionally crafted bagpipes created by time served Bagpipe Makers using shills evolved through 
generations of craftsmen.

For a perfect tonai balance and 
ease o f setup, 
these Bagpipes 

are the 
performance 

enhancer 
you deserve

Please contact us 
for further details 

andyour nearest stockist
Tel: 0700 Bagpipes or 0141 553 1513 Fax: 0141 552 0795 

E-mail: Macleod@scotbagpipes.com 
Website: www.scotbagpipes.com 

Trade and Retail Enquiries Welcome
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Analysisright, with its own ritual, long after its 9/8 time are known as Retreat origins had been forgotten. The marches. They conform to the drum ceremony retained certain features o f beating ‘which is regulation’. When the old traditional routine. The bugles the Household Division beat Retreatsounded the ‘Retreat’ call, the in London last summer, thedrummers beat the ‘Drummers’ Call’ , drummers o f the Corps o f Drums, thethe fifes and drums played‘The Pause drums and fifes, played the old 3/4Notes or Chords’, three ascending beatings from the Army Manual o fchords on the fifes, with three Pipe Tunes and Drum Beatings,crescendo rolls on the drums. ^ -----^  published in 1936. It seemsWhen after the Crimean War '°g ica  ̂ given the innatelyo f 1854/56 the pipes A n g H ® ' \ traditional military outlook replaced the fifes in the /fryd l M A  \ before the wide boys tookmajority o f Scottish / \  over in the 21st centuryregiments, the pipes and / \ that the first o f thesedrums might play the / |  .. J||M ^  \ beatings might well be‘Point o f War’, a tune f  | l » 9 b w  that referred to in thelifted straight from the mid-19th century
replaced the ‘Pause / Now we all knowNotes o f Chords’ . \ that the pipes, usuallyNow  why is the first \ • v l B H p l a y e d  solo, featured inmarch played at retreat \ fjodtSfe / < the Highland and indeedceremonies always in the \  J l i O x  some Scottish regimentssame time signature? A from their very beginnings,glance at ‘The Piper’s Day’, but that the pipe and drumthat excellent record , ^  . . . .  , combination onlyc , r, • , A  piper or the Crimean War. . . there , , c 1or the Regimental , . , . , goes back as far as^  c  ̂ were no Retreat marches in his day , . 0 . nTunes o f the * the 1840s.DutyQueen’s Ow n Highlanders, reminds me that by the mid-19th century it had been laid down that the Drum M ajor‘is at liberty to choose the tunes he likes for the Retreat, provided that they are in 3/4, 3/8, or 9/8 time’. It was also laid down that ‘each part o f the tune intended for Retreat should be composed o f eight bars and should combine in rhythm with the given beating for the Drums, which is regulation’ . Here, to the best o f my knowledge, is the origin o f the tradition that all marches in 3/4and

Pipersand fifers existed side by side at least until then and in some cases much later. Did the fifers play the marches on Retreat? And we all know the story about ‘The Green Hills o f Tyrol’. It is in 3/4 time and it was thus a natural choice to be played on Retreat. Tradition has it that it was also the first pipe tune to be played with ‘seconds’, or harmony. Its sister tune, ‘After the Battle’ is an arrangement o f ‘The Last Rose of Summer’ with a second part added. But does anyone know o f a Retreat
1 7



16 and under and unwaged: €375. All prices include all meals, coffee, 
tuition and accommodation (where applicable). Register now through 
secure online CoP Shop or email the College for bank transfer details.
A deposit of €100 guarantees your place and the balance should be paid 
by January 10, 2012. Places limited to 70 for pipers and unlimited for 
drummers (bass, tenor, side) and drum majors and on a first come first
served basis

Closing concert and certificates ceremony 
take place in the Jugenherberge on 

Saturday, February 26th.
World class instruction at an affordable price

www.college-of-piping.co.uk

Jugendherberge, Homburg, Saarland, Germany

February 19th -26th, 2012

Open to all pipers, drummers and drum majors and complete beginners 
€425 (£380GBP approx.) or non-residential €325 (£290 GBP approx.).
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Analysismarch composed, as distinct from arranged, for the pipes before Pipe Major John MacLellan D C M  o f Dunoon composed ‘The Heroes of Vittoria’ when he was a piper in the Highland Light Infantry in the 1890s? The Battle o f Vittoria was one o f Wellington’s victories against the French in 1811, and the tune refers to the battle honour, one o f many earned by the glorious old 71st, the original Highland Light Infantry, whose traditions are now deemed to be vested in 2 S C O T S .John also composed ‘The Highland Brigade at Magersfontein’ , where in 1899 in the early stages o f the South African War the Black Watch, the Highland Light Infantry, the Seaforth and the Gordons were ordered into a butcher’s shop, and left there. It is

perhaps the only case where a defeat was celebrated with a pipe tune until Pipe Major Donald Maclean composed ‘The Heroes o f St Valery’ some forty years later. Both are first class tunes in their own right with just the right amount o f wistfulness and nostalgia which fits so well into the ceremony o f Retreat, played as the sun goes down, and best heard miles and miles from home.One hopes that a tune o f similar calibre will have emerged from the competi­tion to compose a Retreat march in honour o f Captain Jock Young, 1st Battalion The Assam Regiment, who died, a lonely and unhonoured hero ‘obeying the last order’, eight thousand miles from Glasgow and all that he held dear. ‘To the last man and the last round!’

John MacLellan, 
Dunoon

"T J T  Y E  are looking for a Retreat 
\ / \ /  March to commemorate 
V  V  Lieutenant John Young’s last 

stand. It can be in any time signature but 
must have a minimum of two parts. A  
donation will be made to the services charity 
Help for Heroes on the winners’ behalf The 
competition judges are P /M  Richard Parkes, 
Field Marshall Montgomery Pipe Band, 
Captain Steven Small, Director of Army 
Bagpipe Music and P T  Editor Robert 
Wallace. Entries for the composing 
competition close on February I. Please 

forward tunes in computer format or in 
legible hand to Lt. John Young Composing 
Competition, Piping Times, 16-24 Otago 
Street, Glasgow G I 2  8JH, Scotland, U K , 
or email to thepipingtimes@gmail.com. Lt.John Young
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The Glasgow Skye Association Pipe Band 
presents live in concert
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Glasgow Royal Concert Hall
7.30pm Wednesday, 8th August 2012 

Tickets: £19.50 and £17.50

C E L E B R A T I N G  I MEI H( Î O th)
\  ANNIVERSARY/v  > 2QI2

Tickets available from the Glasgow Royal Concert Hall j  B o C l h d l l  &
2 Sauchiehall Street, Glasgow G2 3NY Tel: +44141 353 8000 B a t h d S t e

wrvw.glasgowconcerthalls.com ®
C A L E D O N I A  P I P E  BANDi m



HISTORY

Minister R ails Against the Bagpipe 
After M ove from  Mull to DunveganJ e a n n ie  C am pbell

The CoP Summer School marching to Dunvegan led by, left to right, 
John MacLellan, Dugald Murdoch and Robin (Scott) Bennett

AS everyone makes plans for next summer’s teaching round both l. home and abroad, I thought it would be interesting to take a look back at the early College of Piping Highland Schools. The College Summer School in 1964 had a rather inauspicious start. Firstly two locations, both o f which had previously been the venues for College schools were being considered, Tobermory and Dunvegan. Then during May 1964 a storm blew up in the national press about the refusal o f Tobermory Town Council to allow unrestricted playing o f bagpipes at the proposed school in July. As a result o f the pleading o f a panic-stricken boarding house keeper,

the good men of Mull decided that piping at the Summer School must be restricted to three hours in the forenoon and three hours in the afternoon lest the money laden tourists be put in fear of their lives and decide to take their money elsewhere. The battle with the Council was a hard fought one. On the one side were several piping enthusiasts, including the Provost, piper and accordionist Bobby MacLeod himself. They were supported by those who wanted to see Highland culture flourishing and those who realised that the College in Tobermory brought in a fair amount o f cash to the town. O n the other side were those who believed the advent of the Summer School would lose them
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NEW PRODUCTS FROM MG REEDS

The tenor reeds have acceptance in a wider range of pipes and increased 
durability. The bass has been redesigned, accommodating a wider range 
of pipes and to give a slightly deeper, broader sound.

These reeds incorporate the same successful carbon fibre tongued bass 
and have been matched with new carbon fibre tongued tenors to give an 
instantly steady set of reeds with a sound that is second to none.

Based on an original recipe, our seasoning has been successfully 
developed and tested and used by myself for many years. The ingredients 
in the seasoning will feed and preserve the skin, help to absorb moisture 
and keep the bag airtight.

We have worked on the chanter reeds for quite some time now, obtaining 
feedback, putting them to trial, and testing them for ourselves. I 
am now confident the final designs will not disappoint. The reed has 
undergone many variations in order to obtain the final cut and staple 
design. Numerous suppliers of cane have been tried and tested from 
regions around the world and we have formed a close relationship with 
our growers to ensure that the cane we get is the best quality possible.

The reeds are available as either ridge cut or traditional moulded, with 
seamless brass or folded copper staples. The reeds have successfully 
lifted prizes in Grade 2 band competitions and in the Gold Medal solo 
competitions. They have proved to be balanced, reliable and stable.

All reeds available in sets or separately

x a W i
MG REEDS, McCallum Bagpipes, Moorfield Industrial Estate, Troon Road, Kilmarnock , Ayrshire, KA2 OBA 

tel: 01563 527002 • fax: 01563 530260 • email: info@mgreeds.com • web:

mailto:info@mgreeds.com


History

The group with Dame Flora outside Dunvegan Castle. Playing, from left: Scott 
Bennett, Jimmy Wilson, Dugald Murdoch, two Allain brothers. On the steps Robert 
Bennett, Unknown, Dame Flora, Mrs MacLellan, Mrs Allain. Playing, Unknown, 

Jean Francois Allain, Jim  Peters with the glasses, Bobby Brown, Malcolm Moss from 
Australia,John MacLellan. In front sitting Unknown, Kirsteen MacLellan, Jacqueline 

from the Rose Fletcher band, Colin MacLellan wearing the kilt, Unknown, Moira 
Bennett, Stuart MacKenzie, Lee Rogers. The smallest child on the extreme right is 
Gildas Allain the youngest of the family, described by Colin as an out of control little 
monster. Those sitting behind the front row include Duncan MacPhee, Julie Bennett, 
Graham Little, Sverre Klouman, Sylvia Bennett and Christine Bennett.

money. Strangely enough, there were more in the second group than in the first. So far as the College was concerned the solution was simple. Tobermory was second choice to Dunvegan anyway, so the decision of the College committee to move the school to the Isle of Skye was made to appear all the more sensible. The newspaper and television ballyhoo which followed did harm only to those who started it all.However anyone who thought the summer’s troubles were over soon got a shock. The day after the College arrived in Dunvegan the Reverend John Colquhoun minister o f Glendale Free Presbyterian Church preached against piping, denouncing the pipers art as pandering to vanity. Afterwards

he spoke to the national press saying‘I don’t approve o f piping and I often preach against it. There is too much vanity connected with it. It leads to dancing and singing and other worldly gatherings where immorality is practised. When piping was in vogue, religion and morals were at a very low ebb. It’s only when religion got the upper hand that people began to succeed materially as well as spiritually.’ In reply Seumas MacNeill wrote ‘Who would have believed that such unfortunate people still existed? What havoc an odd man like this can create in his own circle, depressing all glimmerings o f art and culture, and denying his parishioners the uplifting joy o f beauty and achievement.’Dugald Murdoch has sent us his
2 3



HISTORY

Not to be underestimated . . . Seton Gordon and 
his wife Dileas at Duntulm on Skye

memories o f the school. He says, ‘ I remember the good Reverend M r Colquhoun being quoted as saying from his pulpit that ‘the bagpipe is the instrument o f the devil’ . This was the third C o P  summer school in Dunvegan school -  the first was in 1957, and the second in 1960. The school was directed, superbly, by John MacLellan, and the other instructors were Scott Bennett, myself, Jimmy Wilson, and Vic Black. We had a ceilidh-dance in the canteen every Friday evening, and we staged two ceilidh dances for the local community in Dunvegan village hall. Quite a few o f the locals came to these, and I remember vividly the good Dr. Murdo MacLean and his wife coming along and taking part. Murdo, who lived just down the road from the school, was himself a piper, and his brother was the well-known Donald MacLean (Lewis). Jim m y Wilson had his clarsach with him, and his bellows pipes, and if  I’m not mistaken, his accordion -  so he provided a good deal o f the music. Jimmy, as you know, was amazingly versatile, and was for ever displaying some new skill, not at all to boast, but only when the occasion called for it; for example, he made a kilt for Sverre Klouman, the Norwegian pupil (he could also speak Norwegian! Jimmy, I mean).‘Dame Flora gave the whole school a special tour o f the castle, and told us stories o f the MacCrimmons in the drawing room (the old

banqueting hall), showing us the relics o f the family, the Fairy Flag etc. After this we were served afternoon tea in the dining room. There were maids present, but Dame Flora poured a cup for Anne-Marie (one o f the students Anne-Marie Ottosson from Sweden who became Mrs Dugald Murdoch in 1969 and to whom we are grateful for many o f the photographs with this article], saying to her, as she poured it full, ‘I can’t stand a mean cup’ , something I heard also from another aristocrat years later. I f  I remember rightly, on another occasion she allowed us to give a lesson to quite a few o f the pupils in the drawing room, with only instructors and the pupils present. She did this several
2 4



times also in the previous summer schools at the 1957 summer school I vividly remember receiving a lesson in the drawing room from the late Ronald Morrison on ‘Catherine’s Lament’. What trust -  but that was Dame Flora, an unforgettable woman. These experiences were a great inspiration to us all. We, the whole school, also had a day trip to Boreraig, where Capt. John gave a lecture, and we saw the various MacCrimmon sites, and piped and piped. O n another occasion John took Scott Bennett and myself to Boreraig for an afternoon, and we interviewed some o f the locals on their knowledge o f the M acCrim m on sites. O ne old man, a M acLeod, who was very knowledgeable, took us round the whole site, pointing out places and

the legends associated with them, including the ‘lifting stone’, ‘the blind man’s leap’, ‘the piper’s hollow’, and so on. We also had a visit one day from Seton Gordon the distinguished naturalist and author, who came to almost all o f the Skye summer schools -  driving down in his pre-war Rover from his home in Duntulm. He was a marvellous old man, and very knowledgeable about piobaireachd (don’t let anyone tell you otherwise). A competition (alas, as is the piping custom) was held among the pupils, judged by Capt. John and Seton Gordon.’• To be continued. Do you have memories 
of a piping summer camp or outreach 
teaching school you’d like to share? Email 
thepipingtimes@gmail. com.

Our original design, loved by pipers worldwide.

The Bagpiper Case.

BAGPIPER

Available from the very best piping shops. www.bagpipecase.com

http://www.bagpipecase.com
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4The Complete Burns Piper '

All the tunes 
All the relevant songs 

All the procedure and protocol 
for the perfect Burns Supper

£ 1 2 .5 0
+ p&p

Compiled by Iain Duncan, the book 

is available from the CoP Shop 

and all good retail outlets

college-of-piping.co.uk

Ben W yvis
W  K IL T S

PIPE BAWD SPECIAL: We supply kiltsfor Pipe Bands at the special discount price of £230
Our kilts are painstakingly hand-sewn to ensure you receive a 

perfect and lasting outfit
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IN T E R N A T IO N A L  P IP E R

B y  M a u r ie  D e h a y r

OU R  Piobaireachcl Recital at Rochedale High School, ,Queensland, Australia, was held on Sunday 6th November. It was a very special day for us and for piping in the region. I had had this idea for a while and am pleased to say that it ran like clockwork from 9.55am until around 4.30pm. Piping performances were arranged in allocated blocks between breaks and an order o f play was established. Ross Campbell introduced each player and gave a brief history o f the tunes.Tuning on stage was kept to three minutes. An appreciative audience o f approximately 40 was treated to 19 different tunes from 16 pipers aged from 14 to 81 years. All were well

presented on good sounding instru­ments. With the competitive element missing and the players rostered to present a good balance between the experienced and not so experienced, the participating pipers were able to enjoy a relatively stress-free day. Some o f the items would have enthralled any audience, as musicality was very much in evidence. Special thanks must go to Ross Campbell for putting it all together, and to the players themselves for demonstrating that the interest in piobaireachd in Queensland is not only the preserve o f a few enthusiasts.The players and their tunes were: Ross Campbell, Lament for Alasdair Dearg MacDonell o f Glengarry, The Lament for the Children, Craigellachie;

fWmk j ■ 1
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m h  1



Musicians’
Union



International PiperRalph Nankervis, The Company’s Lament; Iain Bruce, The MacRaes’ March, Lament for MacLeod o f Colbeck; Peter Hurwood,The Glen is Mine; R oy Gunn, The MacKays’ Banner; Matthew Supranowicz, Lam­ent for the Viscount o f Dundee; Tom Fox (Lismore, N SW ), Glengarry’s Lament; Maurie De Hayr, Catherine’s Lament; Fraser Bolton, The Little Spree; Sandy Dalziel, The Battle o f

Auldearn #2; Andrew Richards, Weighing from Land; Tam McGirr, The R out o f Glenfruin; Lloyd- George Worth, The Field o f Gold, Malcolm McKellar, The Massacre of Glencoe, Andrew M cCabe, Melbank’s Salute; Garry Forno, Lament for Red Fiector o f the Battles. Perhaps when this event comes around again in late 2012 it will attract even more interest from those with a love o f the pipes.
Instructor Wanted: Comrie & District Piping Association and Comrie Pipe Band are committed to the provision o f weekly chanter classes for beginners and novices in the Comrie area, and are seeking the assistance o f a suitably qualified highland bagpipe instructor willing to conduct regular courses o f one hour classes on Thursday evenings in Comrie. Please contact the Pipe Major o f Comrie Pipe Band, Mr. Rob Bolton (Tel. 01764 670209), or the Band/Association Secretary, Mrs Rosemary Campbell (Tel. 01764 653639).

W W W .B A G P IP E C a V E R S .C D M

A L A S D A I R  M A C D O N A L D  
F i n e  B a g p i p e  C d v e r s  

E - m a i l :
IN F C R M A T IC N @ B A G P IP E C C V E R S .C D M

kilt makers

Company

Bagpipes from
D . Naill
D . Soutar
M cCa ll lint's
Shepherd
Henderson
Hardie
Warmac
Bannatyne &  Marr

D rum s
A mante
Prem ier

KUts.
Made in Scotland by top

All accessories fo r pipes & drums and everything you 
need in regalia & uniform. We search out the best 

quality at the most affordable price. All new items on 
the market are tested and assessed before u:e  offer 

them to you. Old fashioned service combined with up 
to the minute technology. Most items are despatched 

within 24hrs. We work fo r you!

www.edinburghbagpipes.co.iik
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MG Cane Reeds also avai lable. . .  sound just like cane!

New McCallum alloy and imitatiio

w w w .  m c c a l l u m j b

Have you heard how good they are?

Our reeds are also easily adjustable 
when tuning your Highland pipes to 
440Hz concert pitch with the addition 
of our 440 Adaptors pictured below.

MG Reeds are also available with a
plastic tongued invertible Bass Reed 
allowing the alloy pitch adjuster and 
the hemped reed seat to be unscrewed 
and swapped around.

¥:rBra s
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‘ D e sig n ed  b y  Willie McCallum 
'M a d e  by  Stuart McCallum 
'E v e ry  c h a n te r  te s te d  by
Willie McCallum

Played by Bagad Cap Caval, 
overall winners o f the 2008 
Breton Bagad Championships 
and the 2008 World Pipe Band 
Championships in Grade Two.

i with threaded mounts fo r  no extra cost

ition ivory with threaded mounts

n j b a g p i p e s . c o m A y r s K ir e /  
K ilt  s h o p



Subscription FormTo becom e a subscriber to the world’s best piping magazine please fill in this form  and return or ‘eezisub’ your details to 
th ep ip in g tim es@ g m ail. co m  

Thank you! TICKBOX
Twelve issues per year:£27 U K , £33 Europe, £38 N. America & Rest of World Q |
Twenty-four issues over two years:£52 U K , £64 Europe, £74 N . America & Rest of World
Paper and Online: add £ 7  to the above prices
Online: £19 one year; £36 two years; £16 CPA member/CoP member/Facebook friend/CoP studentN am e:.............................................................................................................................Address:..........................................................................................................................I p  ..........................................................Postcode/Zip.........................................Telephone:............................................................................................................................Email: ......................................................................................................................................□  I enclose a cheque*/bank draft/postal order for £ ..............................*Euro and U S dollar cheques accepted.
To pay be credit card call 4-44 (0) 141 334 3587 or go to
www.college-of-piping.co.uk and pay via the secure online store

The Piping Times, 16-24 Otago St., Glasgow G12 8JH, Scotland, UK
thepipingtimes@gmail. com
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Get the PT on your iPad and iPhone. Readers interested in taking advantage of this 
exciting new development should download the free application (‘App’) from the 
¡Tunes website at www.apple.com/itunes. Click on the App Store button and once 

it opens search for ‘Piping’. The College of Piping/Piping Times icon will appear. Once 
opened the magazine options can be seen. They are: an individual issue for £1.49, three 
months subscription £4.99, six months £9.99 and 12 months £18.99. Local currency 
equivalents will apply. Once readers have the App on their device they are automatically 
sent notification when a new edition or publication is available for download.

The size of the PT makes it ideal for the iPad’s 15cm x 20cm screen.There is no need 
to zoom in or out to read the magazine. However this facility is available on the screen by 
a simple double tap and it can be read in either landscape or portrait format. To change 
pages a swipe of the finger is all that is required. On re-opening the magazine the device 
automatically takes you to the page last read. Another advantage, particularly for overseas 
readers, is that they will receive the magazine on the date of publication. All readers will have 
the facility of being able to store and access back numbers as their collection builds. The 
multimedia aspect of the magazine should be appreciated too. Depending on resources 
and time available for production, short video clips and sound files are embedded on the 
relevant page so enhancing the reader experience.

Join the growing band of readers enjoying the world’s best piping magazine in this 
exciting new format.

iPad Subscriptions

http://www.apple.com/itunes


U n its  7b 8, P o lb e th  In d u s tr ia l Estate 
W e s t Calder, W e s t L o th ia n  EH55 8TJ

Tel: 01506 870044 • Mobile: 07733 885643
E -m ail: h k s c @ b tin te rn e t.c o m
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REVIEW

Sparkling Echoes o f  Oban Concert

FR O M  speaking to everyone on the night and since, this year’s Echoes o f Oban concert was nothing less than an unqualified success. The Lecture Hall was full (more than 100 people), the bar did a good trade, the raffle tickets sold well and above all the pipers played superbly. They were Iain Speirs, Chris Armstrong, Mike Fitzhenry, Neil Walker, Finlay Johnston, Sarah Muir, Callum Beaumont, Gordon Bruce and Gavin Fergusson. We had ten performances and started promptly at 7.30pm and even with a half hour interval were finished by 9.40pnr.This met with universal approval. At the conclusion people could hang around to discuss the evening or go home or on to another venue for the remainder o f their Saturday night. I have to thank the pipers for their co­operation in keeping tuning time to the absolute minimum. How pleasant

this made it for the audience. For the piobaireachd the pipers marched in playing -  so we had a good bit o f theatre too. Contest promoters worried about backsides on seats should take note. It is not the music that clears a piobaireachd hall but the lack o f flow and tuning time. Remember how successful Allan M acDonald’s concert at the Edinburgh Festival was a few years ago? As one piper finished the next walked on playing. Given this slick treatment ceol mor is as accessible as any other music and capable o f drawing a decent crowd.But back to Saturday night. Firstly the raffle results:3 x RG  Hardie: Cap/T shirt: Green 103 W  Park, CoP, Pink 116, P McLaurin, Texas, Blue 7, A . Kinnie, Hamilton;
MacMurchie: Collection Book and C D  Vols. 1&2: Pink 2.J.W . Roxburgh, Kyle o f Lochalsh m-
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GEOFFREY (TAILOR)
killmakers and weavers "where quality and service still matter”

(Pipe Band Members 15% OFF full prices)

The highest quality Highland dress,quantity Pipe Band purchases are our speciality. With over 35 years 
experience, we are serious about making your Pipe Band look as good as they sound.

0131 5570256 0141 331 2388 01631 570557 1 800566 1467
EDINBURGH 57-59 High St, GLASGOW 309 Sauchiehall St, OBAN 35 Stevenson St, USA & CANADA

enquiries@geoffreykilts.co.uk www.geoffreykilts.co.uk

P T  now available on iPad
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REVIEWC o P  Shop: J  MacFadyen Book 1, Binn. is Boreraig, J  McIntosh Piob. C D : Green 82, P Messenger, Wales Murray Blair: 3 x Tune Tape: Blue 149 (audience); H B T2 Bagpipe Tuner, 1 TTape: Pink 73, C  MacNeill, Edinburgh; Bagpiper Case, 1 Tune Tape: Darach Urquhart, Kyle Greentrax: Masters o f Piobaireachd Complete Set (Vol. 1-10): Green 174, Gordon Rowan (Army School)David Chesney: 12 Pipe Chanter Reeds: Green 16, NormanMacKinnon, Glasgow Canmore Pipe Bag: Pipe bag (size of winner’s choice): White 87, Craig MacFarlane, Glasgow M G  Reeds: 10 Bagpipe Chanter Reeds: Green 65, R on Aitkenhead, Caithness; M G  Carbon Fibre Drone Reeds: White 9, Gordon Webster, LondonM cC allu m  Bagpipes: M C 2Blackwood Pipe Chanter: Pink 137 R od Caird, Henley; C2 Blackwood Pipe Chanter Pink 180: Marianne Clark, MontroseR G  Hardie Bagpipes: Blackwood Pipe Chanter: Green 7, Peter McCalister, Dunblane David Naill Bagpipes: Blackwood Practice Chanter Silver Engraved: Patrick McLaurin, TexasPrizes have been sent out to the winners. Thanks to everyone who bought tickets and especially to our sponsors who donated such terrific prizes. Your generosity meant that we had a small surplus on the night and will, as usual, put this to subsidising our lessons and other charitable activities.As regards the piping, what I said earlier was meant. It was superb from start to finish. First we had Sarah Muir

playing the Lament for Captain MacDougall.This is a very promising piper with a good solid tone and perfect fingering. The ‘B ’ grade prizewinners Mike Fitzhenry (march) and Gavin Fergusson (strathspey and reel) both showed a thorough command o f light music technique -  both play with top Grade 1 bands. Nerves caused them to force their playing a tad and who can blame them when they were playing for such a select audience as that at the Echoes? More experience and they will be able to deliver at the very highest level. (You can hear Sarah, Mike and Gavin on CoP Radio for December.) Silver Medallist Gordon Bruce admitted to nerves too but from his confident mien you would never have known it. This piper should feel completely at ease in the Gold Medal company he has now earned. His Glen is Mine displayed a maturity and understanding well ahead o f his years and he has the pipes and fingers to boot. The second half saw Neil Walker and Finlay Johnson launch the light music. Both showed they are well worthy o f a place in the Former Winners, the ‘big’ M S R , the toughest piping challenge there is. I heard Callum Beaumont’s Keppoch’s March at Oban but I think the performance which followed Finlay and Neil was better. N ot a great piece o f ceol mor, Callum seemed to draw just that little bit more musicality from it this time and the pipe was superb. The senior players on parade, Iain Speirs and Chris Armstrong, are two o f the world’s finest. Iain’s Port Urlar, now happier in 3/4 mode thanks to the Piobaireachd Society’s
3 7



Reviewchange from 4/4, was commanding from start to finish. There cannot be many better pipes around at the moment either. Chris played wonderfully well too and from him we had the added bonus o f hearing tunes not common on the Scottish board. I spoke to most o f the senior judges in attendance, and there were quite a few. Every one was highly complimentary o f the playing. It was clear that each piper had earned his or her honour as a champion piper of the 2011 Argyllshire Gathering.Another aspect o f the night was the support the players received from their peers, with many o f them in attendance. There are more pictures on the CoP Facebook page and, as I said, recordings from the Echoes began on CoP Radio in December.Robert Wallace

T H E  C O L L E G E ’S  
D I R E C T  P H O N E  L IN E S :  College Shop:

+44 (0) 141 342 5252 Management:
+44 (0) 141 342 5251 Accounts:
+44 (0) 141 342 5250Mail Order & Trade:
+44 (0) 141 342 5253Museum & Library:
+44 (0) 141 342 5254Dugald MacNeill:
+44 (0) 141 342 5254

E a ch  n um b er has a Voice M a i l  fa c ility  
for those calling out of hours.

Fax all departments on
+44 (0) 141 587 6068

The main switchboard number of 
+44 (0) 141 334 3587

is still operational.

Piobaireachd Society Bursary
The Society is o ffe ring  a new teaching bursary fo r young pipers. 
Candidates should be 14 or over and under 18 and preference w ill be given 
to  those who live o u tw ith  Scotland’s central belt. Tuition w ill be delivered 
by the College o f Piping. Candidates w ill be encouraged to  sit PDQB/SQA 
piping examinations at the end o f the study week, though this is not 
compulsory. The purpose o f the Bursary is to  assist young pipers in 
improving the ir playing, the ir knowledge o f  the bagpipe and its history 
and to  develop the ir interest in, and awareness of, ceol mor. Closing date 
fo r applications is March 15. A ll tu itio n  fees w ill be covered by the Bursary 
w ith  assistance fo r travel and accom m odation as required. Applications to  
The Piobaireachd Society, Bursary 2012, Robert Wallace, 16-24 Otago 
Street, Glasgow G12 8JH. The Application Form can be downloaded from  
the Piobaireachd Society website at www.piobaireachd.co.uk.
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PT Noticeboard

Tune Errors \There were errors in the Piobaireachd Society’s 1970 edition >, 
of the tune Mackintosh of Borlum’s Salute set for this year’s Gold

Medal competitions:
GDE singling•  Bar 6  line 1 note B should have D grace note and not E as 

shown.
•  Same in line 2•  Bar 2  line 3  last note should be low A  not low G as shown 

GDE doubling•  Line 1 bar 6 . second note should be B not C  as shown 

Crunluath singling•  Line 1 bar 6  -  note B should have D not E grace note
•  Line 2  bar 3  last tw o notes should be low A  and low G. not B

and low A as shown. «•a*****"

Uist and Barra
The firs t professional 
contest o f the year, the Uist 
and Barra, w ill be held at 
the College o f Piping on 
March 10. There w ill be a 
Hornpipe and Jig contest 
to  replace the Jig o f former 
years.

CoP Classes x
The College of Piping W inter Term 
begins on January 16 and runs 
through to  March 26. Fees for the term  
o f evening classes or Saturday 
morning classes are £70  and £60  
unwaged. Book online or call 0141 334  
3587  or just come along on the night.

IJC at Worlds
) BBC Scotland television show o f f  
blights from this year’s W orld Pipe Band 
ampionships attracted 20%  of the available 
¡wing public in Scotland when it was aired in 
¿ptember. The num ber o f enthusiasts 
atching live via the internet on the day were 
ouble those of last year, say the corporation.

For Sale
Set Lawrie, silver and ivory 
pipes; full hallmarks (1951), 
Hardie silver sole chanter; 
excellent condition; 
£3,000; set o f Donald 
MacDonald pipes in cocus 
wood; full ivory mounts; no 
chanter; very good
condition £3,000; call
01738 634755 or 07730 
044230 (mobile).

For Sale notices are free to PT subscribers (first insertion only)



Bannatyne Ltd
Piping & Drumming Centre

Pipe Band 
Drums, 
Sticks & 
Supplies

Crafted 
Bagpipes & 
Accessories

‘Premier Drums Partner Centre
Why Not Visit us at www.bannatvne.ltd.uk

U nit 20, Burnhouse Industrial Estate, W h itb u rn , W est Lothian EH47 OLQ

Tel: 01501 740500 e: info(S)bannatvne.Itd.ukFax: 01501744918

http://www.bannatvne.ltd.uk


i p i p i l U ]  C i m C i ?  M I S C E L L A N Y _______________________________________________
P T  BookwatchP G  Wodehouse on haggis . . .  ‘Their knives and forks clutched in their hands, their mouths watering, their eyes wolfish, they will be watching the door through which are about to enter in the following order, bagpiper, the bearers o f Atholl brose, and . . .  the Haggis. Incredible as it may seem they will be looking forward to easting the beastly stuff Yet do not think that I blame the honest fellows. I am broadminded.The fact that, personally, have a stomach which shies like a startled horse and turns three handsprings at the mere thought of haggis, does not lead me to sneer at their simple enthusiasm. What I say to myself is that there must always be Dangerous Trades, that it takes all sorts to do the world’s work and that if  these devoted men are willing to eat haggis, it ill becomes us to raise our eyebrows. A  hearty,‘well, best o f luck’, seems to me a more proper attitude.’
P T  ArchivesFrom the PT 30 years ago . .  . ‘Dear Seumas,. . .  O n  visiting the ‘Ladies’ at the Piping Society o f London’s competition I was rather amazed to discover a male piper tuning his pipes. I am wondering if  the sign on the door means that kilted men as well as women will in future be found in this hallowed territory. Is this a sign that men are now becoming equal? Elspeth Insch’; Seumas replied: ‘I did not realise that ladies went to lavatories. I always thought that one door was for men in kilts and the other for men in trousers.’
P T  Newspaper WatchFrom the Scotsman newspaper . . .  ‘Bagpiping Buddhists mark the creation of g o v e rn m en t in exile.Tibetan pipers perform at the T suglakhang temple in D h a r m s a la ,India, to mark D e m o c r a c y  Day, 41 years after the Dalia Lama set up a g o v e rn m en t in exile.’
Emai l : thep ip ingtimes @g mai l . com
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winter f  storm
P R E S E N T E D  B Y

* *  MIDWEST HIGHLAND ARTS FUND

For more information, visit winterstorm .net
With Your Winter Storm Workshop Registration, You Will Receive:
•  International line-up of twenty three •  Free ticket to the spectacular Winter Storm 2 0 1 2 ; The Pipes & Drums Conceit 

world-class pipers and drummers; the vast •  Free Winter Storm t-shirt.
majority of whom are World Champion and #  Free Admission to Winter Steam , the after concert party 
/ o r  Gold Medalists from around the globe. (boltom|ess pint g,QSS is a(jdijiona|)

•  Two days (six sessions) of master classes •  Free CD recording of a Winter Storm Concert
Additional benefits of Midwest Highland Arts Fund Winter Strom Weekend Include:

Piping & Drumming Vendors and Manufacturers ornsite so you can talk to the experts, check out the latest gear and special offers for Winter 
Storm participants. Valuable coupons for nearby restaurants and from Winter Storm vendors. (Additionally, there is streamlined and reasonable 

food options at the Winter Storm hotels.) Most Promising Drum Major to be awarded a mace valued at $800 from Regimental Mace Company. 
Prize drawings for pipes, drums, and more. Watch worlcklass Gold and Silver Medal piping and Gold Medal drumming competitions

GiTunes
ALL W inter Storm Concert 

Tracks NO W  on iTunesl
(Search "M idw est Highland Arts" to find the tracks)

w inte  © ¿storm
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Condition of General Thomason’s Grave 
In Grantown A Cause for ConcernSir, Until I read the excellently written article in the September 2011 issue, I knew little or nothing o f Major-General Charles S. Thomason’s contribution to the Piobaireachd Society as its first President, his classification o f the ceol mor and his method o f presenting the music on paper. I was enthused, and recently I visited the very old and picturesque Inverallan Churchyard on the fringe o f Grantown-on-Spey, and on the bank o f the River Spey. I was already disappointed by the cover picture o f the September issue, but the condition o f the memorial stone, in reality, is much worse.What had been a modest, but beautiful, white marble cross on a granite base, with an additional separate granite memorial lying in front, is now sad to see. Not only are the two memorials covered in moss, lichen, and general dirt o f a hundred years, but the lead lettering has been damaged, with many letters missing. For example, the most recent interment is dated 198 . . .  the last character being absent.The memory o f the Major-General is so important to the history o f ceol mor and the Piobaireachd Society that I believe it is incumbent on the Society to have the memorials cleaned and the lettering repaired and repainted, either from funds, or from members’ donations. A  few hundred pounds sterling would be a small cost in honour o f the man, and would also give visitors the pleasure o f reading the inscriptions. John S Gauld, Aberdeen.

P i p i n g  t t i m e s  l e t t e r s ______________________________

Help Tracing Pipe OriginSir, Can any o f your readers shed some light on the origin o f my pipes? They are marked by the name Tweedie. I think they were made in Edinburgh probably around 1975. Their previous owner played in Dewsbury in the ‘beer and baccy brigade’ as their band was sometimes labelled by their supporters.Nigel Walker, Halifax, West Yorks.• Can I suggest you buy Jeannie Campbell’s ‘Pipemakers’ book, and you may also like 
to forward a few close up photographs to the Museum of Piping . . . Ed. m-
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These pipers play bagpipes from

R.Q. iTàRdie OC Co.

Proud sponsors of the 201 l World Champions
Join th e  in n e r c irc le . F ind  us on

FIELD MARSHAL 
MONTGOMERY 
PIPE BAND

W T mM  H i



The new R.G. Hardie Bagpipe Range

t: +44  (0)141 333 5696 | e: info@ rgharclie.com

Find o u t m ore . V is it R g h & R d i e . c o m

I

mailto:info@rgharclie.com


Willie Ross’s Farewell to the Scots Guards

P i p i n g  G u r n e e  l e t t e r s ______________________

R e the Choice Tune o f last November, P/M William Ross’s Farewell to the Scots Guards is similar to an earlier tune, the polka Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee, which was published in the first Cowal Collection 1905. (Not to be confused with a different tune called Queen Victoria’s Jubilee March which was composed for the Golden Jubilee 10 years earlier.) Polkas seem to be out o f fashion at present but they are often bright, catchy tunes with plenty o f lift which is just what you need to start a band selection.Jeannie Cam pbell, Maryhill, Glasgow, via email.
Sir, For what it’s worth, ‘testing’ the tune-of-the-month, P/M  Ross’s Farewell to the Scots Guards, I knew I heard that tune before but not on the pipes. I went into my vinyl vault and sure enough recorded on John Ellis’s a ‘Reel Kick’ with his Highland Country Band, the Gay Gordons includes P/M  W. Ross Farewell to the Scots Guards. This was recorded on Lismor in 1982. It is listed as traditional, arrangement H .C .B . Isa Music (whatever all that means). But no composer is given. Incidentally, as you are probably aware, John Ellis and his band are still the epitome o f how a Scottish dance band should play -  pipe tunes played note-for-note, all sets short and no tunes repeated -  just like the famous Canadian fiddler, Don Messer said sets should be played.Keep up the great work at the College and Piping Times.Peter K . M acLeod, Thornhill, Ontario.

Pipe Majors Course 1946Sir, Reference the Pipe Majors Course 1946, I have a copy o f this photograph in The Pipers Room  or the Pipers Cave as we call it in Cameron Barracks. The names are Pipe Major Willie MacLeod, Seaforth Highlanders (chanter only in the picture), Pipe Major Jenkins, Black Watch, Corporal Sandy Forbes, Seaforth Highlanders, Corporal R .L . Kilgour, Scots
4 6



Guards, Pipe Major R . MacGlynn, Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders, Sergeant MacAllister, Gordon High­landers, Sergeant A.Couples, Gordon Highlanders, Corporal MacIntyre, Kings Ow n Scottish Borderers, Pipe Major John MacLellan Seaforth Highlanders, formerly a Cameron Highlander, Corporal MacLachlan, Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders.P/M  Andy Venters,Inverness, via email.
New BinneasSir, What a pleasure to receive the new compact edition ol Binneas is Boreraig. It is beautifully laid out and the Introduction is apt and gives meaning to the music. You put great emphasis on tradition and this is what it is all about.M a l c o l m ’ s [Macpherson] timing was quite out o f this world — something

that he never had any hesitation to express.There has been a great deal o f effort in putting this edition forward for publication and I must thank the College for it and for the appreciation you have given my own efforts.D r R oderick Ross, Cleethorpes.
Active PiperSir, I am a lady piper and I would like very much to try some sort o f contest for solo piping. Can you give me some advice on what type o f tunes I should be practising?I was first taught to play as a teenager by the wonderful blind piper in the Garngad, Glasgow, called Archie MacNeill. When he had an accident and lost the use o f his hands I had further lessons from Donald MacLean o f Lewis when he worked at Lawrie’s shop in the town.I joined the Caledonian Ladies Band and then as a member o f the Coatbridge Ladies played in the Metropole Theatre every winter. Later I married and had five sons and I now live in Millport on the Isle o f Cum - brae and have played with the local band. I even tried my luck on Bri­tain’s Got Talent last year but Simon Cowell did not care for bagpipes.I practice all the time on my chanter between Gaelic lessons and line dancing classes. I would be very happy if  you could help me and am really serious about this and though I am 74 years old going on 50 I am very active and would love to achieve something worthwhile to show and be proud of.Margaret Anderson, Millport,Isle o f Cumbrae. m-
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SCOTCH CORNER

Makers of  " Hepburn" Cane Drone Reeds 
Suppliers of todays leading bagpipes 

Full range of piping accessories in stock20 M a i n  S t r e e t ,T u r r i f f ,A b e r d e e n s h i r e  A B 53 4 A D  T e l e p h o n e / F a x : 01888 563079 W e b s it e : www.scotchcornerturriff.com E -M a i l : info@scotchcornerturriff. com
SUREFIRE SYNTHETIC 
PIPE CHANTER REEDSReal cane sound and reponse. Stable pitch in all conditions Good balance, volume and tone.

.co.uk

tail and 
id orders taken 

-556-4073
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Letters• You are never to young to enjoy the bagpipe Mrs Anderson. The Scottish Pipers’ 
Association run a Veterans/ Adult Amateur competition every year and I think it would 
be the ideal platform for you. I f  the SPA President contacts me I will forward your full 
address so that she can send you an entry form. I think a couple of good slow airs and 
two or three simple marches would suffice. Good luck and please let us know how you got 
on . .  . Ed.

A Tune for P/M Norman GilliesSir, Following recent sad events I thought I should send you this tune I had written in memory o f Alasdair Gillies’ father Norman. I would be most grateful i f  you could publish it in the Piping Times. I only hope the tune reaches the high standards Norman set for himself in life.Paul Harrison, Alness, Ross-shire,PIPE MAJOR NORMAN GILLIES OF ULLAPOOL !>/M PAUL HARRISON,v » ■» _f  f  V». .» :i

ROBERTSON REEDS SCOTLAND
“Made by Pipers for Pipers”

Quality Bagpipe Chanter Reeds
and Accessories G if

as recom m ended by Inveran Bagpipes

Contact us for details: \ y

E-mail: dave@robertsonreedsscotland.com 1
Workshop: 01337 828764 Mobile: 07515 107350 
New Website and shop: www.roberstonreedsscotland.com
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RESULTS

Robert Burns Jnr. Piping, September 4th

Under Ì 4 March winners

Under Ì 8 M SR winners

Sheila Howat reports:
Although slightly down in 
entries, the competition 
remains of a high standard 
for young players. The 
contest was held in the 
Theatre Royal, Dumfries.
Under 11 Years Chanter 
Contest -  1. Harry
McGowan -  Dumfries 
Burns Festival Cup; 2.
Mairi Callaghan -  
Dumfries Galabank Trophy 
Under 14 Years Chanter 
Contest -  1. Mhairi
Prentice -  Thornhill Tom 
Holmes Cup; 2. Ben Porter
-  Dumfries Ship Inn Cup;
3. Fraser Morton -  Pen- 
pont Adam Frazer Memo­
rial Shield; 4. Ted Boyd -  
Sanquhar Burns Medal 
Under 14 Years 4-parted 
March -  1. Euan Davies -  
Dumfries The Galloway 
News Cup; 2. Ewan Murray
-  Annan Provost J  Groom 
Shield; 3. Cameron McNay
-  Lockerbie Arthur Higgins 
Memorial Shield; 4. Lani 
O ’Neill -  Dumfries David McKie Shield 
Under 16 Years March, Strathspey & 
Reel -  1. Iain Crawford -  Strathaven 
British Nuclear Fuels Cup; 2. Christopher 
Gray -  Lockerbie The Gallovidian Cup; 3. 
Rebecca Tierney -  Strathaven John 
McQueen Trophy; 4. Euan Davies -  
Dumfries Burns Shield; 5. Fraser Hogg -  
Dumfries Burns Medal
Under 18 Years March, Strathspey & 
Reel -  1. Steven Gray -  Lockerbie The 
Penman Trophy; 2. Christopher Gray -  
Lockerbie Border Gathering Shield; 3. Iain 
Crawford -  Strathaven The Lochar Cup; 4. 
Rebecca Tierney -  Strathaven Brian 
Conchie Cup

Under 18 years Piobaireachd -
1st Christopher Gray -  Lockerbie Burns 
Trust Festival Cup “The MacFarlanes 
Gathering”; 2. Steven Gray -  Lockerbie The 
Johnstone Cup “Lament for Mary 
MacLeod”; 3. Iain Crawford -  Strathaven 
The McCall Quaich “Lament for the 
Viscount of Dundee”; 4. Rebecca Tierney -  
Strathaven Dr K McQueen Shield 
“McCrimmon’s Sweetheart 
Under 18 years Hornpipe & Jig -  1. 
Steven Gray -  Lockerbie Allan Baldwick 
Cup; 2. Christopher Gray -  Lockerbie John 
Dowson Cup; 3. Iain Crawford -  Strathaven 
Callum Watson Shield; 4. Rebecca Tierney 
-  Strathaven Shirley Bell Cup
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Under 21 years Slow Air, Hornpipe & Jig
-  1. Christopher Gray -  Lockerbie Russell 
Brown MP Cup; 2. Steven Gray -  
Lockerbie The Bradford Cup; 3. Rebecca 
Tierney -  Strathaven John Agnew MBE 
Cup; 4. Iain Crawford -  Strathaven The 
RM T Shield
Judges: Lance Corporal Ben Duncan -  
Edinburgh, Corporal Niall McNaughton -  
Campbeltown, from the Army School of 
Bagpipe Music & Highland Drumming in 
Edinburgh

Springbank Invitational, 
September 19th

Eight pipers competed for the Springbank 
Invitational with Campbeltown’s William 
McCallum taking the title overall with two 
second places in the Piobaireachd and 
MSR. The eight pipers competing were 
William McCallum, Gordon Walker, Angus 
MacColl, Roderick MacLeod, Stuart 
Liddell, James Murray, Iain Speirs and, 
making her debut in the competition, Faye 
Henderson.
Piobaireachd -  1. Gordon Walker,
MacKay’s Banner; 2. William McCallum, 
MacNeil of Barra’s March; 3. Angus 
MacColl, MacLeod of Rassay’s Salute; 4. 
Roderick MacLeod, Lament for McSwan 
of Roaig
M SR -  1. Stuart Liddell, 2. William 
McCallum, 3. Angus MacColl, 4. Gordon 
Walker
Hornpipe & Jig -  1. Gordon Walker, 2. 
Stuart Liddell, 3. James Murray, 4. Roderick 
MacLeod

2011 Nicol-Brown  
Championship, U S A

Ju d g e  Ja c k  Taylor reports: Bob Nicol and Bob 
Brown had that rare gift of inspiring others. 
So do Donald Lindsay, the instigator, and 
Paula Glendinning, an organiser, of ‘The 
Nicol-Brown’. So, for the 29th time the 
finest Grade 1 pipers in North America

were able to get together and compete on 
October 8th in St Andrews Episcopal 
Church, Albany, New York. This year, ten 
pipers played two 6/8s, an MSR and a 
piobaireachd, each hoping to become 
holder of the beautiful Nicol-Brown 
Chalice. The successful man was Joseph 
Stewart, playing a nearly immaculate and 
thoughtful Red Speckled Bull. ‘Nearly’ 
because he might have been more 
consistent in the timing of variation 
doublings. Joseph is a high school junior 
from Seattle, Washington who has been 
piping since the age of seven and who now 
plays with the Triumph Street band. His 
victory shows again how pipe band and solo 
playing can go well together. The other 
trophies are the William Ross Challenge 
targe for MSR and the Donald Macleod 
Memorial buckle for 6/8 -  no shortage of 
big names at the Nicol-Brown. These were 
won by Ursa Beckford and Joseph Stewart. 
Ursa, from Clifton, Maine, also started 
piping aged seven and is a regular student, 
and now instructor, at the Invernrark 
schools as well as giving lessons locally. 
Previous winners of these trophies have 
often gone on to be big players in North 
American and international piping. 
Numerous other ‘goodies’ were dispensed 
including a trip to the London competition, 
a new wooden McC2 pipe chanter and a 
bound edition of the Piobaireachd Society 
collection.

The weekend began with a judges’ 
recital on Friday evening where Eric 
Ouellette gave the entire programme with 
smooth professionalism including the 
piobaireachd A Flame of Wrath for 
Squinting Patrick. Judges Jack Taylor and 
Bruce Gandy were surely reserving their 
own flames of wrath for the airlines as both 
were unable to attend and play due to travel 
difficulties.Jack finally arrived in the back of 
a mini-van at 4:00 the next morning 
without luggage but managed to stay awake 
to judge in his breeks later in the day.

To a Scotsman, a church can seem an
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RESULTS

Competitors and judges at the Nicol Brown

odd place to play pipes. For me, the 
connotation of ‘Auld Nick (the devil) in 
form of beast’ skirling in the east recesses of 
Alloway’s auld haunted kirk in Robert 
Burns’ poem Tam o’ Shanter is hard to erase, 
but undoubtedly the church acoustic is a 
friendly one and the hard-backed pews can 
serve to keep the audience alert during a 
soporific piobaireachd. No skirls were heard 
in St Andrews Episcopal Church that day 
for sure. The organisers were at pains to 
keep temperatures even from tuning room 
to performance, and that worked as the 
average platform tuning time was about 
three minutes.

Their attempts to indicate to the 
audience when the performance started, by 
asking the judges to switch off and then 
back on a light were less successful -  maybe 
a rethink of that method is needed. The 
competitions were all close to call, and what 
impressed me was that the North American 
piper is now comfortable with the pipes in 
a solo performance, having previously often 
struggled with a tougher band-style reed, 
and that musicianship as well as technique is 
now of a high standard. Not to say that 
every pipe and every performance was

exemplary -  there would be little point in 
going on if it was that easy.

The next morning most of the 
competitors gathered for a feedback session. 
Critique sheets were deciphered where 
possible. The general points covered were 
6/8 timing, strathspey rhythm, round vs 
pointed reels and the place of individual 
musicianship in piobaireachd.

A judges’ seminar followed and this was 
attended by some competitors. Eric 
Ouellette finished a busy weekend by 
playing The Desperate Battle, Andrew 
Douglas gave the judges something to think 
about with an interpretation of Battle of 
Auldearn from the Campbell 
Canntaireachd, and Ursa Beckford 
maintained his form with The Unjust 
Incarceration on a smooth pipe which 
stayed perfectly in tune.The judges, and one 
competitor, then gave their individual 
critique and result, and everybody seemed 
to enjoy sharing sometimes disparate views. 
The need for lifelong learning for judges 
was emphasised, especially with players now 
having access to all sources so perhaps 
producing ‘new’ interpretations. The 
afternoon finished with a look at John
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Wilson’s parameters for judging 
musicianship from the judging seminar in 
Scotland last November and some points 
from this year’s College of Piping Lecture, 
the main one being that piobaireachd’s 
history as an oral tradition shows that how 
we play now isn’t necessarily the only way. 
Judges and players need to be open to this 
as they study the music. Thank you to the 
organisers and the sponsors for giving all 
such a successful weekend.
Overall -  1. Joseph Stewart (Seattle, 
Washington); 2. Ursa Beckford (Clifton, 
Maine); 3. Alexander Schiele (Snohomish, 
Washington); 4. Scott Wood (Port 
Coquitlam, British Columbia)
Piobaireachd (Robert Nicol-Robert 
Brown Chalice) -  1. Joseph Stewart, The 
Red Speckled Bull; 2. Ursa Beckford, 
Lament for the Children; 3. Scott Wood, 
Catherine’s Lament; 4. Alexander Schiele, 
The King’s Taxes; 5. Eilidh MacDonald 
(Regina, Saskatchewan) The MacFarlanes’ 
Gathering
M SR (William Ross Challenge Targe) -
1. Ursa Beckford, David Ross, The 
Caledonian Society of London, The 
Sheepwife; 2. Scott Wood, Bonny Ann, John 
Roy Stewart, The Little Cascade; 3. 
Alexander Schiele, The 93rd at Modder 
River,The Islay Ball, Major David Manson;
4. Joseph Stewart, Leaving Lunga, Lady 
Louden, The Brown Haired Maid; 5. 
Jonathan Bellia (London, Ontario) Dr. E.G. 
MacKinnon, Bob of Fettercairn, Broadford 
Bay
6/8 March -  1. Joseph Stewart, Ellenorr, 
Dornkop; 2. Alexander Schiele,The Trees of 
North Uist, Invercharron Highland 
Gathering; 3. Ursa Beckford, Monte 
Cataralto, Kenneth J. MacLeod; 4. Dan 
Pisowloski (Canterbury, Connecticut) 
Ballochyle, Captain Lumsden; 5. Marshall 
German (Corona, California) Nameless, 
Caverhill
Also competing were Iain Juurlink 
(Antigonish, Nova Scotia) and Ben Reid 
(Port Dover, Ontario).

SPA Juvenile, October 9th
President Je a n n ie  C a m p b e ll w rites: Thanks to 
the College for the use of the premises for 
the SPA competition. We had a good entry 
of 17 in the B Grade and 14 in the A Grade. 
The judges wrote detailed and informative 
crit sheets for all the competitors, and as we 
had to allow them writing time before 
bringing in the next piper this slowed things 
down a bit so we had a very long day. Before 
the announcements the judges asked me to 
say that picking the most promising piper 
had been the hardest decision of all as there 
were so many promising young pipers, 
which was encouraging. Looking at the 
trophy, I saw the first name on it was Callum 
Beaumont, this year’s Oban Gold Medallist, 
so 11 years ago the judges got it right.

Committee member Hugh Anderson 
added: We were pleased to have a trophy 
donated by friends of Andrew Smith a piper 
who played with Boghall, Shotts and finally 
with Scottish Power who sadly passed away 
in 2009.The contact name we have is Colin 
Urquhart from St Madoes in Perthshire. We 
have used the trophy for the winner of the 
jig competition and would like to thank his 
friends for the trophy and the College for 
allowing us to use the premises and all our 
sponsors for their generosity.’
B Piobaireachd -  1. Eireann Iannetta- 
MacKay, 2. Donald Stewart, 3. Lewis 
Russell, 4. Fraser Anderson. Judges Ronnie 
McShannon, Stuart Shedden.
B March -  1. Alastair Hutcheon, 2. Eireann 
Iannetta-MacKay, Fraser MacKinnon, 4. 
Steven McNair.
B S&R -  1. Fraser MacKinnon, 2. Steven 
McNair, 3. Eireann Iannetta-MacKay, 4. 
Harris MacLennan. Judges: Peter Hunt, 
Jonathan Greenlees.
B grade Overall -  Eireann Iannetta- 
MacKay. Most Promising Piper in the B 
Grade -  Kyle Shead.
A Piobaireachd -  1. Caitlin MacDonald, 2. 
Ross MacKay, 3. Mathew Anderson, 4. Iain 
Crawford.
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Judges: Stuart Shedden, Jonathan Greenlees. 
A March -  1. Ross MacKay, 2. Ross Miller, 
3. Iain Crawford, 4. Caitlin MacDonald.
A S&R -  1. Iain Crawford, 2. Andrew 
Brodlie, 3. Ross MacKay, 4. Mathew 
Anderson.
A Jig -  1 .Andrew Clark, 2. Fraser Hogg, 3. 
Iain Crawford, 4. Caitlin MacDonald. 
Judges: Peter Hunt, Ronnie McShannon.
A Grade Overall -  Ross MacKay. A Grade 
Overall Under 15 -  Andrew Brodlie.

Winners at the SPA are pictured above

9th Festival o f Juvenile 
Solo Piping, October 

22nd, held in Stevenston, 
Ayrshire

T om m y B in g h a m  reports: Another great day 
with over 250 juvenile piping entries from 
all over Scotland, as you will see from the 
results. Photographs are now up on the 
Facebook profile site.
Chanter 10 & under -  1. Jamie McKerral, 
Campbeltown; 2. Mairi Callaghan, Cor- 
berry Park; 3. Jack Ferguson, Campbeltown 
Chanter 11 yrs & Under -  1. Christina 
McFadyen, Campbeltown; 2. Simon 
Stewart, Kilsyth Thistle; 3. Rory Morford, 
Corberry Park
Chanter 12 yrs & Under -  1. Christopher 
Rimicans, North Ayrshire Schools; 2. Lucy 
King, Corberry Park; 3. Ross Jack, 1st West 
Kilbride BB
Chanter 13 yrs & Under -  1. Jamie
Sutherland, Isle of Cumbrae; 2. Daniel
Conroy, Kilsyth Thistle 3 Lauren Gillespie,
North Ayrshire Schools
Chanter 14 yrs & Under -  1. Garry
Meers, North Ayrshire Schools; 2. Ross
Dow, North Ayrshire Schools
Pipes 10 & under, 2 Part march -  1. Finlay
Cameron, Roy Bridge; 2. Alastair
McWhirter, Edinburgh; 3. Robbie Graham,
Isle of Cumbrae
Pipes 11 & Under, 2 Part Slow air + 
March -  1. Finlay Cameron, Roy Bridge; 2. 
Mitchell Trotter, 1st Troon BB; 3. Alastair 
McWhirter, Edinburgh
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Pipes 12 yrs & Under, 4 Part March -  1.
Ewan Murray, Annan; 2. Joshua Townsley, 
Airdrie; 3. James Miller, Falkirk; 4. Donald 
Stewart, Stewarton; 5. Lani O ’Neill, 
Corberry Park 6 Cameron Reece, 1st Troon 
BB
Pipes 13 yrs & Under, 4 Part 6/8 March
-  1. Joshua Townsley, Airdrie; 2. Seamus 
O ’Baoighill, Isle of Skye; 3. Ewan Murray, 
Annan; 4. John Campbell, Johnstone; 5. 
Donald Stewart, Stewarton; 6. Cameron 
McNay, Lockerbie
Pipes 14 yrs & Under -  1. Seamus 
O ’Baoighill, Isle of Skye; 2. Lucy Ferguson, 
Dollar Academy; 3. Robyn McKay, 
Johnstone; 4. Daniel McDermott, 
Inverarary; 5. Connor Jardine, North Lanark 
Schools 6 Euan Davies, Corberry Park 
Pipes 15 yrs & Under -  1. Sandy 
Cameron, Roy Bridge; 2. Rebecca Tierney, 
North Lanarkshire Schools; 3. Iain 
Crawford, West Lothian Schools; 4. 
Christopher Gray, Dumfries & Galloway 
Pol.; 5. Andrew Clark, Bucksburn & 
District; 6. Connor Jardine, North Lanark 
Schools
Pipes 15 yrs & Under, Strath/Reel -  1.
Sandy Cameron, Roy Bridge; 2. Iain 
Crawford, West Lothian Schools; 3. Daniel 
McDermott, Inveraray; 4. Andrew Clark, 
Bucksburn & District; 5. Christopher Gray, 
Dumfries & Galloway Pol.; 6. Rebecca 
Tierney, North Lanarkshire Schools 
Pipes Under 16 Junior Pibroch -  1. 
Christopher Gray, 2. Connor Jardine, 3. 
Craig Davidson, Erskine; 4. Robyn McKay,
5. Daniel McDermott, 6. Scott Figgins, 
Irvine
Senior Piping 16 & under M SR -  1.
Sandy Cameron, 2. Angus J MacColl, Oban; 
3. Iain Crawford, 4. Rebecca Tierney, 5. 
Christopher Gray, 6. Andrew Clark 
Senior piping 17 yrs & Under M SR -  1. 
Angus J  MacColl, 2. Ross Miller, Boghall & 
Bathgate; 3. Steven Gray, 4. Ciaran Sinclair, 
Saltcoats; 5. Billy Millar, Annan; 6. Ross 
MacKay, Johnstone
Senior piping 18 yrs & Under M SR -  1.

Scott Wood, Erskine; 2. Steven Gray, 3. 
Caitlin McDonald, Cullen PB; 4. Ciaran 
Sinclair, 5. Alasdair Lennie, West Lothian 
Schools; 6. Aaron Gibson, Corberry Park 
Senior piping 16 & Over Piobaireachd -  
1. Angus J  MacColl, 2. Taylor Townsley, 
Airdrie; 3. Lucy Ferguson, 4. Ciaran Sinclair, 
5. Fraser Hogg, Corberry Park; 6. Sandy 
Cameron
Open Jig -  1. Angus J MacColl, 2. Steven 
Gray, 3 Christopher Gray, 4. Andrew Clark, 
5. Fraser Hogg, 6. Billy Millar, Annan

Glenflddich, Blair Castle, 
October 29th

D u g a ld  M a c N e i l l  w rites: As always the 
standard of playing was very high and the 
judging more difficult but no one could 
have criticised the ceol mor result. Iain 
Speirs, as always, had a wonderful 
instrument and excelled in his 
interpretation of Scarce of Fishing. Stuart 
Liddell’s Beloved Scotland was also well 
thought out, being halfway from the old 
dreich way of playing it to to John 
MacFadyen’s idea of making it a salute 
rather than a dirge. Given time Stuart may 
make the full conversion. I was not near 
enough the stage to hear the detailed 
fingering of the light music but it must have 
been difficult to agree the order of merit 
here. Rona Lightfoot was an efficient bean 
an tighe but having timed everything the 
average tuning time for the ceol mor was six 
and a half minutes yet all but one of the 
pipers had their instrument well tuned and 
any adjustment made during this time was 
not discernible. In the MSR the tuning 
time was an average of five and a half 
minutes -  again much of it unnecessary 
with tuning almost as long as the 
performances. This all meant that over the 
day we had two hours of tuning to suffer! 
Although the seats are now more 
comfortable than formerly, for some it is still 
a very long day to be on one’s posterior. My 
constructive suggestion is that three minutes
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Ju ly  5 th -llth , 2012G O V E R N O R ’S A C A D E M Y , B YFIELD , M A
A  full programme of instruction 

for all levels in piping, drumming 
and drum majoring.
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Fees are £450  GBP (approx. $710 USD ^depending qn currency
fluctuationsjto^id include all meals, accommodation. and tfiitign. ¿5%
deposit s*ecoE^ place. Sign up online via the College! websitg (cjick on
Tuition) .^Schedule: gather 11am July 5; auditions gn ĴtissorisV îipper and
then recital or lecture. Each day thereafter will lifave Reveille £t 7am,
Breakfast Sam, Assembly 9am and Classes 9.30am. These will continue

„.with breaks for lunch etc until 4pm when there will be a daily band
^practice and piobaireachd class. Supper will be circa 5pm with the recital/

talk to follow at 7pm. The curriculum followed will be that of the College
of Piping tried and tested, over 60 years and more. A full range of exam
options will b'e available.. Exams will take place on July 9 and closing
concert.'and awards ceremony July 10. Farewell and evaluation July 11. All
welcome. All levels and ages catered for.

www.college-of-piping.co.uk

The College o f Piping is pleased to announce its second annual
New England 

Summer School

http://www.college-of-piping.co.uk


Results

of tuning time should be enough. This 
would save an hour and enhance what is 
surely a wonderful day of piping.

Everyone who had known Jimmie 
McGregor was very pleased that he should 
receive the Balvenie Medal. Murray 
Henderson described him very well, his 
work getting the Guide to the Games 
together and his work in organising many 
of these same events and doing these menial 
tasks so cheerfully. Jimmie had that rare 
ability to make you feel happier and more 
optimistic about piping and life in general 
with a simple greeting and a smile. We will 
all miss him.
The result was as follows: 1. Ian Spiers, 
Scarce of Fishing; 2. Stuart Liddell, Beloved 
Scotland; 3. Roderick MacLeod, Lament for 
Donald Duaghal Mackay; 4. William 
McCallum, Lament for MacSwan of Roaig; 
5. Angus MacColl, Battle of the Pass of 
CrieffMSR -  1 R  MacLeod 2 Chris Armstrong 3 
W McCallum 4 Niall Stewart 5 S Liddell

O f the ceol mor contest Andrew 
Wright comments: Ten main prize winners 
from major competitions held during the 
previous twelve months are invited to 
perform. The piping is of the highest 
standard but, by the nature of things, even at 
this level it varies. On one hand we had

Send all results and pictures

senior players who through years of 
dedication and experience produced near 
technical and tonal perfection and a 
relentless consistency. On the other we had 
younger, less experienced players whose 
performances were not so good but who 
will reach the required level one day. 
Competitors have to submit a list of tunes 
of their own choosing. This helps those 
who appear regularly over the years achieve 
the consistency I’ve mentioned. The 
downside is that the same tunes seem to be 
submitted and performed year after year. 
This can lead to over familiarity, a resultant 
staleness and lack of excitement in 
presentation. This came through in a 
number of renditions this year. The winning 
performance from Ian Spiers was free from 
any downside however. His Scarce of 
Fishing was presented as a musical entity. 
The tune, in the Kilberry setting, contained 
a freshness, an assuredness not evident in 
others. By relating each variation to the 
other with subtle changes of tempo, Iain 
held the attention from start to finish. Other 
strong, note perfect performances were 
heard on super sounding instruments, but 
random timing, over caution, lack of drive 
and punctuation would, no doubt, have 
enabled the judges to arrive easily at what 
was a popular decision.

%
to thepipingtimes@gmail.com
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p i p i n g  ^Tim es D IA R Y _____________
CoP TUITIONEvening & Saturday Morning classes term dates:Winter term:16th January-22nd March 2012 Spring term:16th April-21st June 2012 Autumn term:24th September-13th December 2012
CoP SCHOOLSWinter School: 19th-26th February 2012; Homburg, Saarland, Germany Highland School: 1 st-6th April 2012; alison@highlandreeds.com Easter School @ CoP: 2nd-6th April; 9 th -  13 th AprilCalifornia Summer School: 15th-22nd June 2012; Army Navy Academy, Carlsbad (tbc)Summer School @ CoP: weekly from 25th June-10th August New England School: 5th-llth July 2012; The Governor’s Academy, Byfield, MAAll courses can be booked online atwww.college-of-piping.co.uk or call 0141 334 3587
CoP LECTURE/PIOBAIREACHD  
SOCIETY CONFERENCE23rd March -  College Lecture, Birnam Hotel, Pitlochry -  featuring Champion Pipers Fiona Manson and Innes Smith with the lecture given by Dr JKS Frater 24th-25th March -  Piobaireachd Society Conference, Birnam Hotel, PitlochryBookings can be made, for either or both, through College website: www.college-of-piping.co.uk Everyone is welcome to attend the Conference, member or not. See display advert this edition for more details

CELTIC CONNECTIONS PIPING19th January -  Sunday 5th February 28th Jan, 12 noon: Lothian & Borders Police Pipe Band and Spirit of Scotland Pipe Band -  Glasgow Royal Concert Hall28th Jan -  8pm: Ross Ainslie & JarlathAnderson -  Piping Centre29th Jan -  1pm: Gordon DuncanMemorial Piping Recital -  PipingCentre31st Jan -  7.30pm: Fred Morrison -  Glasgow Royal Concert Hall Visit www.celticconnections.com for information on all of the above
SOLO PIPING3rd March -  Archie Kenneth Quaich, Royal Scottish Piper’s Society, Edinburgh: alan.forbes@btinternet.com 10th March -  Uist and Barra Professional competition, College of Piping 9am 21st April -  Kintyre Piping Society Junior Piping Championships: W McCallum 01586 552508 15th September -  Springbank Invita­tional Piping Competition, Argyll Arms Hotel;W McCallum 01586 552508 30th March -  The Donald Macleod Memorial Competition,The Caladh Inn, Stornoway
BANDS CHAMPIONSHIPS 2012Championships 2012Scottish, Dumbarton, 19th MayBritish, Annan, 30th JuneEuropean, Belfast, 28th JulyWorlds, Glasgow, 11 th AugustCowal, Dunoon, 25th AugustLists of band contests for 2012 are nowon the RSPBA website at rspba.org andin the January edition of Pipe BandMagazine available from the CoP Shopand the RSPBA.
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EVENTSEvery other Tuesday -  Eagle Pipers Society, 7.30pm at Scots Guards Club, Clifton Terrace, Edinburgh: http://eaglepipers.wordpress.com/18th January: The Blackthorn Pipers’ Society, 7.30pm at Thyme Square Bistro, Dromore, Co. Down; 07812 538701
OVERSEASU S A13-15 Jan -  Winter Storm, Kansas City: workshops, competition and concert. Full details at www.WinterStorm.net 18th Feb -  2012 Metro Cup, Ramada Inn, Frontage Road, Newark, New Jersey. Contact: contact@themetrocup. com
EUROPE1st Weds each month -  Pipers Club of Copenhagen Contact: tue@it.dk or +452075 3306Every Friday at 11am, Costa Blanca Pipers meet in the Casa Cultura in Finestrat village near Benidorm. Pipers and drummers of all levels would be most welcome: email drewthepiper@yahoo. co. uk or call 0034676993716
AUSTRALIA15-20th January -  Australian Pipe Band Association Summer School, Melbourne www.pipebands.asn.au/school.asp 7th/8th April -  Australian Pipe Band Championships, Eureka Stadium, Ballarat,Victoria: www.pipebandsqld.org

1st Weds each month -  The NSWPipers’ Society. Contact: Ron Clement -  02994819143rd Sat each month -  The WA Pipers’ Society -  Autumn Centre, Inglewood. Contact: Alma Dender -  +0894487446
BELLOWS/FOLK  10th March -  International Bagpipe Day will be the first ever International Bagpipe Day, a day to celebrate the world’s pipes and piping traditions -  School of Oriental and African Studies, London -  www.bagpipesociety.org.ukGlasgow Session every Friday: Malcolm Maclnnes 0141 429 4755 Meeting, 1st & 3rd Thurs each month NE England: S. Barwick 0191 286 3545 Group Meeting, monthly NW  England. R . & A. Evans 016974 73799 Group meeting 3rd Thursday each month except July & August, London: J. Agnew 01621 855447
RADIOCollege of Piping Radio is available on demand at www.college-of-piping.co.uk; solo and bands; archive spot; history, interviews, and informed comment. B B C ’s ‘Pipeline’ is on FM 92.4/97.7MHz; M W  810 (Dumfries 585) and on Radio nan Gaidheal FM 103.5-105 at 9.05pm on Saturdays and repeated at 7.05pm on Sundays. Also on Radio nan Gaidheal ‘Crunluath’ with Cailean MacLean at 4pm on Thursdays with repeats at 10.30pm on Thursdays.

lpipin$ tTuncS Diary is compiled by Margaret Maxwell at the College of Piping. Let her know what is going on in your society or pipe band. All Diary insertions are free. Send your Diary info to collegeaccounts@ntlbusiness.com or see page one for other contact details. Please check before travelling to events.
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C R O S S W O R D

A cro ssI . Ross tune discussed last month (4,5)7. Tully will play at M etro C u p  (4)8. Precedes aray for a top band (5)9. They run grading committee (1,1,1,)10. Fishy part o f  a chanter (4)I I .  A  jig  lord (7)13. His ceilidh is in S Williams B k 2 (3,3)14. and 4 down Louis —  de Saussure (6,6) 17. —  O ’er the Lave O ’t (7)21. Fosgailte can be this or closed (4)22. Bird in M  Grey Bk 2 (3)23. There were Games here in August (5)24. N o . o f  Courts in J  MacLellan book (4)25. D r Charles Bannatyne reel (3,6)

D o w n1. Gentleman from Drumblair (5)2. Gathering o f  witches (5)3. Famous bridegroom (5)4. See 14 across.5. Angus M acK ay’s birthplace (6)6. N ew  P M  o fL & B  Police (4,4)12. H om e o f  last m onths cover boy (8)15. W illies home loch in last m onth’s P T  archive spot (6)16. — Torlum by Duncan Johnstone (6)18. Precedes Leithen for a town in the Scottish Borders (5)19. T h e —  part o fM e gan tic  Outlaw  Suite (5)20. Village north o f  Kelso (5)Test your piping knowledge with the Piping Times Crossword. Send completed puzzles to Piping Tim es, 16-24 O tago Street, Glasgow G12 8 JH , Scotland. C rossw ord com piled  by Jean n ie  C am p bell. This m onth’s crossword is sponsored by the C o P  Shop. The winner receives a £ 1 0  voucher. O nline subscribers can download the grid on the P T  extra page \v\vw.college-of-piping.eo,uk html/ptextru Last month’s solution: Across -  Army, Composers, Seton, Guards, Uist, Mrs, Ear, Pony, Kohim a, Tenor, Helmsdale, Vera. Down -  Amateur, Torness, Assam, Modder, Castle, Eigg, Contest, Myanmar, Scarce, Aboyne, Gigha, Hail.T h e winner o f  the Novem ber crossword is Bernard Worth o f  Stow -on-the-W old.
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® iF 1f a s S
Maintenance free
- no seasoning necessary, 
naturally supple
Specially developed 
GORE-TEX® fabric
Pick up and play anytime
Automatic moisture control
- even pitch and tone

r Ease of assembly
- no tying in necessary
Longer, more hygienic bag life 
2 year guarantee

Canmore Pipe Bags Ltd
U n itL  Burnhouse Ind Est W hitburn 
West Lothian Scotland EH47 OLQ 
T: 01501 749759 F: 05603436266 
E : ism ith@ canm orepipebags.com  
W: canm orepipebags.com

Canmore® & GORE-TEX® are registered trademark of 
W L Gore & Associates
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W HAT IT  TAKES TO  W IN
Why not join the Champions 

and use SHEPHERD  
Bagpipes, Reeds & Pipe Chanters
SH EPH ERD  PIPES, R E E D S and CH A N T E R S were the predominant products played 

by the successful bands T H R O U G H O U T  THE G R A D E S at this year’s 
W ORLD PIPE BAND CHAM PIONSHIPS

“I f  you want to know what the best is 
. . . listen to what the best are playing”

-  The British Shop, Florida, U.S.A.
RT SHEPHERD & SON (SCOTLAND) LTD 

164 JAMPHLARS ROAD, CARDENDEN, FIFE KY5 OND 
Tel: +44 (0)1592 720130 
Fax: +44 (0)1592 721875 

Email: aftersales@shepherd-bagpipes.com 
www.shepherd-bagpipes.com

THE
SHEPHERD WAY
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