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The McCallum drone valve has been designed specifically for use with the modern 
range of synthetic pipe bags. The valves provide greater control during introductions 
and enable a clean cut off at the conclusion of playing. The valves are pre set for 
tension and ready for use. If however the player feels the need for guidance in the 
fitting and setting of the valve the following instructions should be of help.

THE MCCALLUM DRONE VALVE IS NOT SUITABLE FOR USE IN SKIN BAGS

The valve is pre set and tested for tension prior to leaving 
the factory. If however the player feels the need to make 
adjustments this can be achieved by gently pulling on the 
elastic loop and moving the small rubber stop up or down 
to lessen or increase the tension. This will be achieved by 
trial and error and it should be noted that very minute 
movement of the rubber stop is required.

The valve has been designed to fit the vast majority of 
drone stocks. In order to achieve this it will be necessary 
to apply hemp to the valve in order to ensure a good, 
tight fit.

Once waxed hemp has been applied the valve is now ready 
for insertion into the bottom of the stock. If hemp has 
been correctly wound, this fit should be fairly snug. The 
stock is now ready to be fitted to the bag.

£ 3 0 .0 0  PER SET
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Piping O m cs

OU R  first task this month is 
to offer our sympathy to 
those in the piping fraterni­

ty directly and indirectly affected by 
the horrific terrorist attacks on New 
York and Washington. The police and 
fire departments in these great cities 
all have pipe bands and have been 
right at the centre o f the suffering. 
Our thoughts are with them and the 
hundreds o f  readers we know we 
have in these areas.

O ur second task, (it seems so 
insignificant when viewed against the 
first) is to ask that copyright laws 
covering this and other magazines 
and publications be respected. The 
latest breach came last month when 
the Competing Pipers Association, 
under the guidance o f their seeming­
ly gaff-prone president, hoisted our 
August editorial in its entirety on to 
their website without permission. We 
generally try to be helpful when we 
receive requests to reproduce materi­
al, but it is nice i f  we can have a 
phone call first as the law requires. 
The copy was removed immediately 
the error was pointed out to the 
CPA, which is to their credit.

Our third is to confirm that Iain 
Maclnnes the popular presenter and 
producer o f the B B C ’s ‘Pipeline’ pro­
gramme is taking a year’s sabbatical 
from his job  so that he can write a 
book. We wish Iain well and congrat­
ulate him on steering the programme 
through the hail o f slings, arrows, and 
airborne sgian dubh that have been 
aimed in his d irection at various 
tim es in the ten years since he

becam e involved. Iain has taken 
repeated scheduling changes, budget 
cutbacks and the occasional carping 
comment in our Radio Watch col­
umn in his stride — just what you’d 
expect from a respected gentleman of 
the airwaves.

A measure o f his success came in 
Ju ly  when o f  all the programmes 
simultaneously broadcast on the BBC  
Scotland website, ‘Pipeline’ was sec­
ond only to football in the number 
o f ‘hits’ received. It shows how popu­
lar our music is worldwide and it is 
about time the rest o f broadcasting, 
especially television, woke up to its 
commercial possibilities. Given the 
cu rrent standard o f  our national 
sport, it can’t be long before piping 
makes it to the number one spot.

Iain’s book will be based on fur­
ther researches into the Highland 
Society o f London and their involve­
ment in piping, the subject on which 
he wrote his thesis at Edinburgh 
University. As he is completely free 
from the diseases which have afflicted 
a few of the recent and not so recent 
works from the piping literati (failed 
piper syndrom e/axe grind er 
ache/chronic chipped shoulder), the 
book should be a first class read.

Finally, before signing o ff  for 
another month, we return to Amer­
ica and offer some words from Burns: 
Thou grim king o f  terrors! thou life’s 

gloomy foe,
Go, frighten the coward and slave!
Go, teach them to tremble, fell tyrant, but 
know,
No terror has thou to the brave!

3



David Naill
&  C o . . .

fJh e  c h o ic e  o fc h a m p io n s

At this y ear’s main solo piping contests at the 

Northern Meeting and Argyllshire Gathering D Naill 

chanters took first in every major event -  both Gold 

Medals, both Former Winner’s MSRs and both the 

Clasp and the Senior Piobaireachd. What’s more, at 

Oban Jack Lee won a remarkable double taking both 

major piobaireachd events on a full set of silver mount­

ed D Naill pipes. Need we say more? If you want that 

special sound, the sound the champions insist on, the

choice has to be D Naill and Co.
CONTACT:

DAVID NAILL & CO. OR ANY DEALERS IN OUR 
WORLDWIDE NETWORK

Website: www.naill-bagpipes.com
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American Tragedy Affects the Piping 
Community Throughout World

NEWS__________________________________________________

AF T E R  last m o n th ’s terror 
attacks in N ew  York and 
W ashington the E astern  

United States Pipe Band Association 
was inundated with calls and e mails 
from all over the piping world from 
individuals, bands and piping societies 
anxious about the safety o f friends, 
colleagues and piping acquaintances. 
The EU SPBA  magazine the Voice 
received hundreds o f these messages 
o f support. As many as possible have 
been posted on th e ir w ebsite at 
voice@euspba.org.

T h ere are dozens o f  E U SP B A  
member bands, particularly in New 
York’s fire and police departments, 
who have been directly affected. 
Many o f the bands have been called 
on to play at the funerals o f their col­
leagues. At least one side drummer 
has lost his life and other bandsmen 
are feared missing. Paula Glendin- 
ning, co-editor o f  the Voice and a 
member o f the City o f Washington 
band, said: “The messages o f support 
that we have received have been a 
great boost to us and especially to 
those members directly involved in 
both the tragedy and the clean up. 
O u r own band has a num ber o f  
members who work in the financial 
district o f New York but fortunately 
they seem  to be okay.” T h e 
Association o f North American Pipe 
Band A ssociations is asking that 
pipers w orldw ide mark the one 
month anniversary o f the tragedy by

having a tune on October 11 at 12 
noon as a gesture o f support for the 
v ictim s and th eir fam ilies. (See 
Editorial)

Book Re-issue

OU R  C olu m n ist David 
Murray’s book ‘Music o f the 
S co ttish  R e g im e n ts ’ has 

been re-published. The book was first 
issued in 1994, sold out after two 
years, and has been  in constant 
demand since. The new edition has 
been brought up to date and contains 
m ore in fo rm atio n  than the first 
including an additional chapter on 
the kilt.

David was encouraged to write 
the book after a series o f his articles 
on army music were carried in regi­
mental magazines. It traces the histo­
ry o f army band music from the days 
o f fife and drum up until the present 
day.

David said: “From the piper’s point 
o f  view I hope the book makes it 
clear how it was the regiments them­
selves who kept piping in the Army 
alive in the early days before the 
Army School o f  Piping was estab­
lished.”

‘Music o f the Scottish Regiments’ 
is distributed worldwide for the bag­
pipe and Highland supplies industry 
by the College o f Piping. It retails at 
£ 3 0  and a review will follow in due 
course.
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HAMS FREE
REGISTERED DESIGN No. 2102631

An ultra lightweight and shower proof pipe carrier that is 
easily stored in your sporran, cape or jacket pocket when

not in use!

HANPS FREE gives you the freedom to use both hands and 
still keep your pipes with you!

With HANPS FREE your pipes are ready assembled and 
ready to play in seconds!

You will always know where your pipes are because they 
will always be with you!

HANPS FREE. . .  can YOU really afford to be without one?

View and Purchase on-line at www.highlandreeds.com

DISTRIBUTED BY:

Achiltibuie Highland Reeds

54 Braekirk Avenue

KIRKNEWTON

EH2 7 8 BL

Tel: 01506 883747

www.highlandreeds.com

MacMurchie Bagpipe Makers 

Unit 47E 

End

WESTCALDER 

EH55 8EJ

Tel: 01506 872333

WWW.
macmurchiebagpipes.co.uk

http://www.highlandreeds.com
http://www.highlandreeds.com


Canadians to the Forefront 
at the Argyllshire Gathering
R o b e r t  W a l l a c e

CONTEST REPORT_______________________

J^ACK Lee, B ritish  C olu m bia, 
Canada, was the undisputed toast 
o f Oban when he secured two 

ajor titles at this year’s Argyllshire 
Gathering. Firstly he gave a sparkling 

rendition  o f  Lam ent f o r  C aptain  
Donald M acK enzie  and then wan­
dered along to the G rant’s Senior 
Piobaireachd to offer an outstanding 
ren dition  o f  C raigellach ie  w hich 
secured him a historic double. It was 
Ja c k ’s first w in in the Sen io r 
Piobaireachd and his second Gold 
Medal. He won the Inverness medal 
20 years ago with Black D on a ld ’s 
March. The Oban wins completed a 
great summer for him with, as we 
reported last edition, his band the 
Sim on Fraser U niversity  already 
lodged as 2001 World Champions. 
The Canadians kept on coming with 
Andrew R ogers, Fredricton, New 
Bru nsw ick , a recent pupil o f  Ed 
Neigh, picking up the Silver Medal 
with the MacCrimmon composition 
The Glen is Mine.

Scotland’s honour was partially 
restored with young Thomas Fraser, 
Aberdeen, taking the only remaining 
piobaireachd award, the MacGregor 
Memorial, in a very strong field. This 
is a most demanding event for the 
young piper (21 years and under) and 
is rightly seen as a stepping stone to 
the Silver Medal. Twenty-four pipers 
competed in the first round, with six 
qualifying for the final playing a dif­
ferent piobaireachd in each section.

Make mine a double . . .Jack Lee celebrates

Thomas is the son of Dr Bill Fraser 
who was on judging duty at Oban. 
The standard in the MacGregor was 
so high that the judges had no hesita­
tion in awarding the discretionary 
fourth prize to Andrea Boyd, Nova 
Scotia. O ne said they would have 
liked to have been able to give out a 
fifth prize as well.

T h e  standard in the Sen io r 
Piobaireachd was said to be extreme­
ly high with the more experienced 
com petitors coping well with the 
long tunes and the extreme heat in 
the Royal Hotel

R etu rn ing  to the Gold Medal,
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(973) 839-4761 
f a x : (973) 835-7748 

e -ra a fL : gerrypipes@aol.com
pRices, th ro u g h o u t th e  sto n e, h a v e  Been u e o u c e o  

thanks to  youn continuer) sappoRt.

pLease c a l l ,  aiRite o r  e-raaiL g e m i y  
foR a  2001 cataLog

always in stock
Bagpipes: th e  Leaning m anufactunens  

hfghlann DRess: compLete Line 

pRactfce pipes. shattLe pipes, 

sraaLLpipes, aiLLean pipes 

pRemieR dr urn pRonacts 

Books, tapes, en s 

Bags, cases, chanteRs, Reens

Electronic Practice Chanter
Fits in your pocket, uses earphones 

Touch control for volume/pitch 

Unforgiving at detecting crossing noises 

Perfect for traveling 

(with case) US $2T5.00 $225.00

eueay thing f o R  pipeRs arm  ORtiroroeRs

Gerry Rooney
28 Storms Place • Haskell, NJ 07420 USA 

1 Mile Off Rt. 287 Exit 55

Cameron Bagpipes
New Blowpipe

• The FIRST blowpipe incorporating a water trap
• Made from black plastic -  NOT affected by water
• Replacement non-return valve fitted in top section
• Large capacity -  Approximately 20ml
• Stock and bag free from obstruction when 

cleaning or seasoning bag
• The o-ring joint top section is easily 

removed for emptying

• The stock joint can be fitted with o-rings or 
turned for hemp

• Design enhances all bagpipes

• patent no: GB 2318900

Contact: Dugald Cameron, Arivegaig, Acharacle, Argyll, Scotland 
PH36 4LE. Tel/Fax: 01967 431279

Website: http://www.bagpipes.freeuk.com. email: bagpipes@freeuk.com
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Contest Report

Dugald MacNeill writes: “This year 
the competitors for the Gold Medal 
piobaireachd had to submit six tunes 
from a list o f ten. Over the years the 
tunes for this co m p etitio n  have 
become more demanding and longer 
than they used to be. O f this year’s, 
four were relatively  unknow n: 
Stewart’s White Banner; Menzies’ Salute, 
Lament fo r  Capt. Donald M acKenzie 
and M acKenzie o f  Gairloch’s Lament. 
The other six were among the more 
often played tunes, and most o f the 
competitors would have known two 
or three o f them. It is nevertheless a 
demanding task to have six tunes well 
practised especially when for some 
there are other competitions which 
have further requirements. This might 
explain the greater number o f slips, 
some leading to the player not com-

Andrew Rogers, winner o f the Silver Medal

pleting the tune. For those compet­
ing in both the senior events and the 
Medal they had to have another four 
tunes, literally at their fingertips. Jack 
Lee thoroughly deserved to win the 
O ban Gold Medal. He played his 
tune extremely well and his execu­
tion o f the gracings was first class. Ian 
Macey came second with the End o f  
the Great Bridge. Iain’s good bagpipe 
and musicianship, especially in the 
ground, is usually punished later on, 
but this year his technique was ade­
quate and it was a deserved second 
place. O f the unplaced performances, 
one I en joyed was M ary Ann 
MacKinnon’s Mary’s Praise, especially 
as it had been played none too well 
by two previous players. 
Unfortunately she had a choke and 
some imperfections in the crunluath- 
a-mach. Stuart Liddell was third with 
a sound Stewart’s White Banner and 
D ouglas M urray and Andrew 
Berthoff 4th and 5th respectively.”

The evening saw a packed Corran 
Halls for the ‘big’ March Strathspey 
and R eel for Former Winners. There 
was a tremendously high standard in 
this event with some outstanding 
performances, notably that o f Willie 
McCallum, not even getting a men­
tion  in the list. In the end the 
evening was a triumph for young 
Chris Armstrong from Bathgate, West 
Lothian, who saw off the collective 
m ight o f  Angus M acC o ll (2nd), 
Alasdair Gillies (3rd) and Gordon 
Walker (4th) to take one o f the high­
est awards available in light music.

D ay Two
Jeannie Campbell writes: Games 

day at Oban began as usual with the
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NEW... ♦  t h e  la t e s t  ed it io n  of  th e
C o l le g e  of  P ip i n g ’s f a m o u s  Tutor  1 is n o w  a v a i la b l e  
T h e  t r a d i t io n a l  w a y  to le a rn  a  t r a d i t io n a l  a r t .  M o r e  
th a n  3 6 0 , 0 0 0  c o p i e s  so ld  to d a te .  Half  a c e n t u r y ’s 
t e a c h i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  p a c k e d  into o n e  tutor.  N o  w o n  
d e r  it is th e  b ig g e s t  se l l in g  p ip e  b o o k  of  all t im e.
Special trade prices available for the new 
teaching term for a limited period only.
Contact Tommy Campbell on +44 (0 )141  337 3024

And d o n ’t fo rg e t  y o u r  c o p i e s  o f  th e  Tutor  1 CD. Let le g ­
e n d a r y  t e a c h e r  S e u m a s  M a cN e i l l  g u id e  you  th r o u g h  y o u r  
first  l e s s o n s .
Teachers note: Worksheets to accompany Tutor 1 are 

now available from the College for only £5.00 for the 
complete set covering 26 lessons. A real boon in the classroom.

A n o t h e r  M U S T  is th e  C o l le g e  o f  P ip i n g ’s Tutor  2 ,  th e  
o n ly  b a g p ip e  m a i n t e n a n c e  m a n u a l  y o u ’ll ev er  n e e d ,  
w ith  c h a p t e r s  on  reed  m a n i p u la t i o n ,  p ip e  s e l e c t i o n ,  
tu n in g  a n d  h ig h la n d  d r e s s  a n d  d e p o r t m e n t  
. . .  e v e r y th i n g  to h e lp  you  m a k e  a s u c c e s s f u l  t r a n ­
si t ion  from  p r a c t i c e  c h a n t e r  to b a g p ip e .  But d o n ’t 

o u r  w ord  for it. H e r e ’s w h a t  th e  e x p e r t s  s a y :
An e s se n tia l tutor for th e b eg in n er and o n e  that

so lv e s  p rob lem s for p ip ers a t a n y  s ta g e  of their career

ta k e

‘Every p ip er sh o u ld  have th is g u id e
D o n a ld  M a c P h e r s o n ,  B a lb e g g ie ,  P erth sh ire .  

R o b e r t  M a t h i e s o n ,  of  f o r m e r  W o rld  
C h a m p i o n s  S h o t t s  a n d  D y k e h e a d .

“An e x ce llen t p u b lica tion  w ith  so m e th in g  for ev ery on e
M a jo r  G avin  S to d d a r t ,  D ir e c to r  of  A rm y  B a g p i p e  M u sic .  

Buy both books and all your piping goods online at
Trade inquiries welcome. Fax: + 44 (0) 141 587 6068

to



Contest Report

march to the field. The weather was 
fine and warm and there was a good 
turn out o f pipers this year, but the 
new Duke o f Argyll was unable to be 
present due to work commitments. 
The piping events began with the 
local and ju n ior competitions, fol­
lowed by the ‘A’ and ‘B ’ grade march­
es and strathspeys and reels and the 
open jig  contest. With five platforms 
being used simultaneously all were 
finished by about 3 .30p m . T here

were the usual athletics and heavy 
events and various fun races. The 
dancing com p etitions included a 
team o f  dancers from the Q ueen 
Victoria School, Dunblane. The St 
Thomas Episcopal School pipe band 
from Texas played during the after­
noon. Their selections were varied 
and entertaining but several tourists 
looked slightly puzzled at hearing a 
number o f popular American tunes 
interspersed w ith old favourites.

R E E D S
J .  H a r k n e s s

MAKER O F  T O P  Q U A L IT Y  REEDS
Pipe chanter reeds (normal strength) per 3 reeds £12.00
Pipe chanter reeds (medium strength) per 3 reeds £12.00 
Practice chanter reeds (cane) per 3 reeds £12.00
Practice chanter reeds (plastic) per 6 reeds £12.00

Minimum order £12.00. Post and packing paid UK, extra overseas 
J. HARKNESS, 20 FORBES AVENUE, CUMNOCK 

AYRSHIRE, SCOTLAND KA18 1HG. 
___________________ Telephone: 01290 426332___________________
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¡jor Angus M acdonald, MBE
nvitational Piping Competition

November  9th & 10th,  2001  
fhe competitors being invited will be the 
winners of the following competitions: 
th e  G le n f id d ic h  C h a m p i o n s h i p ,  the  

Gold Medallists from the Northering Meeting 
a n d  t h e  A r g y l l s h i r e  G a t h e r i n g ,  th e  
L iv ingstone M e m o ria l ,  the  BC Indoor, the 
U.S. Piping Foundation Championship, and a 

wild card. The judges are Gavin Stoddart & Jimmy Young.
The venue for the competition will be the California Center for the Arts, Escondido. 
The base  hotel and banquet facilities will be the Lake San Marcos Resort.
For fu r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t :  Jo h n  A. Keys, 3631  Via  B e r n a r d o ,  
Oceanside, CA 9 2 0 5 6

Tel: (760) 724-6844 Fax: (760) 631-2985 e-mail: the3keys@earthlink.net

pfoB raboR
37-43 HIGH STREET, BLAIRGOWRIE 

PERTHSHIRE, SCOTLAND, PHIO 6DA. 
e-mail: piob.mhor@easynet.co.uk 

for QUALITY & CRAFTSMANSHIP
We take price in our work, made on the premises at Piob Mhor in all 

aspects of Highland wear and pipe band equipment. We are highly 
specialised, making the following items 
Hand-Sewn Quality Worsted KILTS.

Hand-made FEATHER BONNETS & HACKLES.
Tailored Jackets and Vests.

Hand-crafted SPORRANS in all designs.
Hand-turned African Blackwood BAGPIPES.

In conjunction with the above, we make all the accessories relevant to each

MM craft and stock quality jewellery, tartans, gifts etc. 
Please write, ‘phone or call. 55TW Overseas orders welcome.

Tel: (01250) 872131  Fax: (01250) 874741
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North Americans again came to the C o lin  C lansey) w ith  C hris 
fore w inning both Grade A light Armstrong confirming his good form 
music events (Jori C hisholm  and by taking the jigs.

Contest Report

Argyllshire Gathering Results
Senior Piobaireachd
1. Jack Lee (Canada) Craigellachie, 2. W illiam M cCallum  Donald Gruamach, 3. M ike 
Cusack (USA) Unjust Incarceration, 4. Greg Wilson Craigellachie 
Judges: D. MacPherson, M. M cRae, ¡.Young 
Gold Medal
1. Jack Lee (Canada) Lament for Capt. D  M acKenzie, 2. Iain Macey End o f  the High 
Bridge, 3. Stuart Liddell Stewart’s White Banner, 4. Douglas Murray Mackays’ Banner, 5. 
Andrew B erthoff (Canada) M ackays’ Banner 
Judges: R . Lawrie,J. Allen, A. W right 
Silver Medal
1. Andrew Rogers (Canada) Glen is Mine, 2. Martin Frewin (New Zealand) The Bicker,
3. John Mulhearn Marquis o f  Argyll, 4. Anne Spalding M acCrimmon’s Sweetheart, 5. Innes
Smith M acCrimmon’s Sweetheart
Judges: I. MacFadyen,W. MacDonald,W . Fraser
M acGregor M emorial Piobaireachd
1. Thom as Fraser Lament f o r  Mary M acleod/ M acintosh’s Lament, 2. Alexis M eunier 
(Brittany) Glen is M ine/Sal. to Donald, 3. Erin M cCarthy (USA) MacGregor’s Sal. /G len  
is Mine, 4. Andrea Boyd (Canada) MacGregor’s Sal. /D onald ofLaggan  
Form er Winners M arch, Strathspey & Reel
1. Chris Armstrong, 2. Angus M acColl, 3. Alasdair G illies, 4. Gordon Walker 

Judges: I. MacLellan, B. Donaldson, J. Wilson 
A March
1. Jori Chisholm (USA), 2. John Angus Smith, 3. Herve Le Floch (Brittany), 4. Jack Lee 
(Canada), 5. Peter Hunt 
A Strathspey & Reel
1. Cohn Clansey (Canada), 2. R ob ert Watt (N Ireland), 3. Douglas Murray, 4. Euan 
M acCrim m on, 5. Greg Wilson 
B March
1. R ichard Hawke (New Zealand), 2. Andrew B erthoff (Canada), 3. Martin Frewin 
(New Zealand), 4. Brian MacKenzie, 5. Neil Walker 
B  Strathspey & Reel
1. Donald MacLeod, 2. Ross Cowan, 3. Sim on McKerrall, 4. Adrian Melvin (USA), 5. 

James M acPhee

Jigs
1. Chris Armstrong, 2. R ob ert Watt, 3. R ob ert Crabtree (Canada)
Local March
1 .Arlene Kerr, 2. Ian Donaldson, 3. Charles Ferguson 
Local S&R
1. Arlene Kerr, 2. Lom e MacDougall, 3. Ian Donaldson 
Local Jnr. M SR
1. Ewan Dewar, 2. Daniel Johnstone, 3. Fraser Wylie lPl-.
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PAILORS®^
L et B u r n e tt ’s &  S tru th  M a k e  the D iffe re n c e  

For over 30 years B urnett’s & Struth have been Canada’s premier 
kiltm akers & tailors, using only the finest cloth im ported from 
mills in Scotland. We at B urnett’s & Struth offer special advantages 
such as a M aster K iltm aker tra in ed  in  all aspects of Scottish 
Traditions with a team of expert Kiltmakers and Tailors to provide 
you w ith a high level of Customer Service that is “Second to None”.

Visit our Retail Store and Receive the Friendliest o f Welcomes
61 Patterson Road, Barrie, On, Canada, L4N 7M4

(705) 728-3232
F ax : (705) 7 28 -2962  

Email: sales@ burnetts-struth.com  
Web Site: w w w .burnetts-struth.com

As a service to your pipe band/regiment we will stock your tartan for further speedy deliveries.
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OPINION

Cowal Games - 1 0 0  Years On and 
Nothing Seems to Have Changed
J e a n n i e  C a m p b e l l

IT ’S the w eek fo llow ing  the 
Cowal Games and the Dunoon 
local paper has a report on the 

events and results. All very interesting 
and informative, but the court pages 
show a different story — disorderly 
conduct at the sports field; indecent 
acts on the promenade; causing an 
o b stru ctio n  w ith an autom atic 
machine; drunkenness in the streets.

Just another normal Cowal week­
end you might think, but these cases 
are from the local paper following 
the first Cowal Gathering in 1894. 
Tradition is a great thing and nothing 
has changed in more than a century.

O f course over the years efforts 
have been made to change things. In 
the early 1900s it was reported that 
the local parish minister organised a 
large marquee with tea tables, staffed 
by the Ladies’ Guild, as a counter­
blast to the beer tent, but this heroic 
effort was singularly unsuccessful and 
was not continued.

In 1910 Archibald Campbell o f  
Kilberry described Cowal as the wild 
beast show at Dunoon. Perhaps he 
had first hand knowledge o f wild 
beasts as he was home on leave from 
India at the time.

Moving on to more recent times, 
it was stated in 1990 at a meeting of 
the Glasgow branch o f the R SPBA  
that the bus park was over crowded, 
the tuning park was a quagmire and 
facilities, and organisation were poor.

The stadium was inadequate for the 
number o f spectators, it was impossi­
ble to hear or see the bands properly, 
conditions underfoot were treacher­
ous and the situation was potentially 
dangerous in the crush when all the 
bands and spectators were leaving the 
stadium before the bands played 
down the road. Bands were urged to 
boycott Cowal unless the conditions 
were improved. However, the threat­
ened boycott came to nothing and 
Cowal carried on as always. In 1996 
our Piping Times reporter comment­
ed on the high cost o f a day at Cowal 
-  £ 3  to park a car, £ 2-50 for a pro-
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DUNFION BAGPIPES FROM THE ISLE OF ARRAN
Everyone is always looking for that little bit extra or something 
special when buying important items.

Well, here’s your chance to do just that if you are thinking of buy­
ing the Great Highland Bagpipe.

Craftsman Henry Murdo, working in the traditional way on the 
Island of Arran, has produced a bagpipe of superb tonal quality, 
giving that excellent balanced sound everyone is looking for.

A number of years of testing, combined with the knowledge and 
experience o f Angus J. MacLellan (double Gold Medallist, ex 
Strathclyde Police), has gone into the production of this instrument.

The pipe can be made with traditional style combing on the drones 
or with a number of unique Celtic or Scottish designs, or even with 
your own initials carved on the drones in an eye-catching fashion.

Electronic Practice Chanter 
for the Great Highland Bagpipe
This full-size electronic bagpipe is ideal as a complement to the ordinary 
practice chanter
Fits in your pocket: 16mm x 225mm (5/8” x 9”)
Bring it to the pub, it’s a great conversation piece.
Uses earphones: Ideal for the commuter 
Natural C ft F. Disgustingly good at indicating crossing noise.
Contains all the electronics as well as the batteries: 
no extra box to plug in.
Designed using state-of-the-art technology:
• Surface mounting technology throughout
• Perfectly tuned by means of crystal oscillator and microprocessor 

control
• Touch control for volume
• More than 50 hours of playing without charge of batteries.

Agent for the Sterling Silver Company 
All products are of .925 sterling silver and 
are so stamped. All engraving is done by 

hand. Trade enquiries welcome.
Have your old ferrules replaced with silver? 

Also. USA agent for Dunfion, 
Aberdeen Bagpipes, P.0. Box 841918, 

Houston, Texas, 77284-1918 
Tel: 281 859 8546 
Fax: 281 463 2169 

e.mail: aberdeen@ wt.net

Write to Henry Murdo at “Dunfion”, Corriegills, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8BL, Scotland
for further information or Telephone: (home) 01770 302393 (work) 01770 302587 

website: http://www.arransites.co.uk/bagpipes e.mail: dunfionbagpipes@btinternet.com
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Opinion

gramme and f f5  admission even to 
the tuning park, on top of ferry and 
transport costs and the cost o f  
refreshments at the park. Despite 
these high admission costs the toilet 
facilities provided were inadequate 
and disgusting.

T h e follow ing year the Piping 
Times reported that the ladies’ lava­
tories were a faithful replica o f the 
facilities in a Rwandan refugee camp.

This year the facilities had not 
improved. In addition half the bus 
park has been sold off so many band 
buses were parked at some distance 
from the field, making it impossible 
for band members to have access to 
them. Luckily the weather stayed dry. 
Everything required had to be car­
ried around all day and there were 
the usual long queues for food and 
toilets. The march up the road and 
the competitions were well stewarded 
but after the massed bands there 
appeared to be no control whatever 
and bands were pushing and jostling 
to get in position before playing 
down the road. One pipe major in

charge o f a young band described the 
chaotic scene for us. Bands attempt­
ing to form an orderly queue found 
other bands were pushing in, in front 
o f them. Six other bands forced their 
way in between his band and the 
band which was immediately in front 
when they first formed up to march 
down the road. Many people were 
drunk and the ground was littered 
with cans. Despite the efforts o f par­
ents to protect them, small children 
were being pushed around and his 
own eight-year-old daughter was hit 
by a band name board.

Altogether not an ideal day out for 
the family.
• Do you have something you’d like to 
get off your chest? E  mail the ‘Opinion’, 
column at pt@college-of-piping.co.uk 
Opinion columns should be 5 0 0 -6 0 0  
words long and are subject to editing. 
Pictures welcome. jn

Order all your piping 
accessories on-line at 

www.college-of-piping.co.uk

cIearI one
Plastic Drone Reeds

13 M eadowbank Drive, M agherafelt, Co. Londonderry, N. Ireland, BT45 6EQ  
Telephone: (028) 7963 2828 E-mail: deartone@nireland.com  w w w .deartonereeds.co.uk

Drone Reeds m ade from  Tough Plastic M aterials  
Com pletely See Through -  No H idden D etails

£15.00 per set incl p&p
All Reeds Guaranteed to Work, M odified to Your Requirem ents 

Designed fo r  N atural Response -  Voice fo r  a Pure Clear Sound
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BALANCE TONE DRONE REEDS
KEY FEATURES:

• Reeds strike in every time
• Unique design of tongue seat for clearer and freer tone
• Glass fibre tongue giving absolute steadiness of tone
• Innovative apperture feature to adjust volume
• Telescopic adjustment feature to adjust pitch
• ho air leakage from reed
• Injection moulded for consistancy of product

AL50 AVAILABLE:
The Bannatyne range of pipe bags including the hide zipper 

with moisture retention sleeve 
FOR DETAILS OF ALL PRODUCTS COMTACT:

Pipe Major Bruce ditchings MBE BEM 
54 Braekirk Avenue, Kirknewton EM27 8BL 

www.highlandreeds.com e-mail: bruce@highlandreeds.com 
Tel: + 4 4  (0) 1506 883747 "
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SILV ER C H A N T E R ________________________________________________

Greg Notches Up His Second 
Victory in a Row at Dunvegan

D u g a l d  M a c N e i l l

T HIS year’s five invited pipers 
and their tunes were Duncan 
MacGillivray Battle ofW ater- 

Onish, Alasdair G illies Patrick Og 
MacCrimmon’s Lament, Willie McCal- 
lum Mrs MacLeod ofTalisker’s Salute, 
William Livingstone MacLeod’s Salute 
and Greg Wilson Lament fo r  MacSwan 
o f Roaig. Allan Beaton on behalf o f 
the organisers, the John MacFadyen 
Memorial Trust, introduced the tunes 
and the players.

R ig h t away one can judge the 
tune selection and be prejudiced. 
Assume all perfect instruments and 
perfect playing, then Patrick Og and 
MacSwan o f  Roaig  will have undue 
advantage. M acleod ’s Salute is the 
shortest tune and it and the Battle o f  
Waternish on a peaceful sum m er’s 
evening when only the midges were 
in warlike mood were unlikely to be 
as pleasing as the other two. Mrs 
Macleod ofTalisker is the most chal­
lenging in length and on the fingers 
but it is not quite in the same class as 
Patrick Og and MacSwan in musical 
quality. The second consideration is 
an assessment o f the instruments. I 
had heard D uncan M acG illivray’s 
light m usic earlier in the day at 
Portree and thought that both he and 
his pipe were not in top form. But by 
evening in the drawing room  at 
Dunvegan they most certainly were. 
Alasdair Gillies’s pipe, untypically, was 
not singing as we expected and this

could be detected in his tuning prel­
udes when he usually prepares him­
self, the pipe, and the audience with 
suitable and very pleasant slow airs. 
Willie M cCallum’s pipe was superb 
in all aspects, true, sonorous and 
powerful. Bill Livingstone’s was also 
true but not quite as full o f  ‘zing’ 
(‘zing’ probably equates with high 
frequ ency  harm onics from  both  
chanter and drones). Greg W ilson’s 
pipe was a match for W illie’s, except 
for his B which was out enough, in 
an otherwise perfect scale, to be quite 
perceptible. If the ‘C ’ had been out in 
all the pipes it would not have mat­
tered since this note did not feature 
in any of the tunes.

There was very little amiss in the 
fingering, although for the perfec­
tionist, W illie M cC allum  and Bill 
Livingstone were extra good. Alasdair 
Gillies did not appear to be comfort­
able and he played more abruptly 
than he probably w ill w hen he 
recovers from a very busy schedule of 
sum m er schools all over N orth  
America. Duncan MacGillivray and 
Bill Livingstone both presented their 
m ore strid ent pieces w ith good 
effect. Willie McCallum played, and 
sustained throughout, a musical Mrs 
Talisker.

He chose to play Angus MacKay’s 
version o f the ground and played the 
Fs in the taorluath and crunluath as 
they are in the tripling. Greg Wilson

(continued on page 57)
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"THE" BAGPIPE MAKER
47 Years Experience Fashions The Hand 

Crafting of the Dunbar Bagpipes
%  Mnnhnv (905) 646-2388
liigp ip e Mixkev IGtiV _r d ^  fa x ; (905) 646-2396
14 (Keefer %oad 
Tort Wetter

St. Catharines, Ont., Thk/i _ xviviv.dunbar6agpipes.on.ca

Canada 523/173(9 i \ “E-mait-  nvp@dun6ar6agpipes.on.ca

Kefurhishing a 
Speciality. 

Suppliers o f alt 
accessories fo r  the 

(Bagpipes.

‘Bagpipes made in the 
Stenderson ‘Tradition.
Repairs to altmahes

o f Bagpipes. Æ  ___________

RODDY MacLEOD 
GOLD MEDALLIST

Providing a full range of 
tuition options

Shop & Museum

Mail Order Service

World Class Staff COLIN MacLELIAN 
GOLD MEDALLIST

Subscribe to ‘Notes’ 
Our Quarterly Magazine

Shop On-Line @ 
www.thepipingcentre.co.uk

GREG WILSON
GOLD MEDALLIST

WILLIE MORRISON
GLENE1DDICH MSR WINNER

x d c T ' -

The Highland Bagpipe Tutor Book - 
a Step-by-Step Guide as Taught by 
The Piping Centre - On Sale Now!

GORDON WALKER 
GOLD MEDALLIST

THE PIPING CENTRE, 3 0 -3 4  McPHATER STREET, GLASGOW, SCOTLAND G40HW 
T E L : +44 (0) 141 353 0220 FAX: +44 (0) 141 353 1570 

WEBSITE: www.thepipingcentre.co.uk
SIMON McKERRELL 

BA (Scottish Music)
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H IST O R Y

Chasing the Millar Manuscript -  
Hard Work and Intrigue
R o d e r i c k  C a n n o n

Robert M illar was a piper who 
flourished in the Montrose/Dundee 
area in the early part o f the 19th 
century. In 1820 he compiled a 
manuscript o f  tunes f o r  the 
Highland bagpipe. It contains well 
over 20 0  tunes, mostly marches, 
strathspeys, reels, and jigs; some 
copied from old books, some made 
by himself, and others from original 
sources. Some o f  our best-known 
tunes appear in it fo r  the first time.
In 1998, Dr Roderick Cannon, a 
leading member o f the Piobaireachd 
Society’s Music Committee, gave a 
paper on the MS at the Society’s 
annual conference. At that time the 
manuscript itself had gone missing, 
but in the following year it was 
traced and it is now safely pre­
served. Here is the story o f how the 
Millar Manuscript was recovered...

ONE o f the best things that 
happened to me a couple of 
years ago was finding the 

long-lost Millar Manuscript. Since 
many people even now may not have 
heard o f this wonderful collection of 
pipe tunes it seems a good idea to 
give some account o f  it, especially 
because, who knows, someone read­
ing these words may be inspired to 
take another look at that pile o f rub­
bish in the corner and unearth yet 
another lost treasure. The starting 
point was a rum our I heard at a

Title page o f the Millar MS. It reads: A Collection 
o f Pibarachs, Laments, Salutes, Marches, Reels and

Strathspeys, Principally adapted for the Great 
Highland Bagpipe. R  Millar Forfar Regt. And 

piper to theAbdn Highd Society, 1820”

Piobaireachd Society Conference in 
the mid-1970s, that John MacFadyen 
had discovered a manuscript o f pipe 
tunes, possibly the original draft o f 
the w ell-know n collection  which 
had been published by William Gunn 
in 1848. But I also heard that Archie 
Kenneth was interested in it primari­
ly as a source o f lowland Scottish 
pipe music. In 1985 the National 
Library m icrofilm ed a num ber o f 
documents loaned by Archie for the 
purpose, and a copy o f  the M S 
appeared in the film. The third and 
only other public m ention was in 
P iob.Soc. B ook  15, where Archie 
used the manuscript as a source for 
his final tune, The D uke o f  A tholl’s 
Salute.

A manuscript safely lodged in the 
archives o f the Piobaireachd Society
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Always wanted silver and 
real ivory pipes??

Now we offer you choice!!
Pipes by MacMurchie with silver by Leigh o f Celtic Silver 

Choose from Celtic Knot, Runic,
Thistle or Zoomorphic patterns.

“Quality o f  craftsmanship is second to none with a  tonal quality 

to match” Colin R .M acLellan

The complete practicing package!
MacMurchie combined Practice Pipe and Practice Chanter 
Bb with Bass and Tenor drone 
Blowstick doubles as a conventional practice Top.
Only £235 .00

MacMurchie Half-size Highland Pipes
Designed for children 
Made fully on Polypenco 
Lightweight but with big sound

MacMurchie Half-size Pipe Chanter
Compatible with Full-size chanters 

Smaller finger holes with closer finger spacing for smaller hands 
Available in Blackwood or Plastic

• No more monotonous conventional practising.
• This Long Practice Chanter features its own fully tunable drone and has pipe 

chanter finger spacing.
• Aid to the practicing of drone tuning and steady blowing for the beginner and fun 

for the experienced player.

• Made with Synthetic Blackwood substitute and fitted with all plastic reeds. 

Available directly from:

maemurehie Bagpipe makers
for further information contact us at 

Unit 4 7 E , West End, West Calder, West Lothian E H 55 8 E J  
Phone: (0 1 5 0 6 )  8 7 2 3 3 3  • Fax: (0 1 5 0 6 )  8 8 5 2 2 0  

Phone After Hours: (0 1 5 0 6 )  8 8 3 9 3 9  • Mobile: 0 3 7 0 4  3 8 1 7 5
www.macmurchiebagpipes.co.uk • e.mail: blue@macmurchiebagpipes.co.uk

OR OUR APPOINTED AGENTS
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History

should be accessible enough - or 
should it? When I first came on the 
scene the big boys o f  the Society 
were not so anxious to confide in an 
unknown youthful enthusiast as they 
might be today, and by the time that 
situation had changed it began to 
seem as if  it might be too late. I could 
find no indication o f  the w here­
abouts o f  the manuscript, nor any 
confirmation that it might still exist. 
The first substantial clues came after 
Archie’s death when his papers were 
co llected  and transferred  to the 
Piobaireachd Society and I had an 
op p ortu n ity  to catalogue them . 
A m ong them  was an apparently 
complete photocopy o f the manu­
script, and also what proved to be the 
vital clue -  a few sheets o f handwrit­
ten copies o f some tunes from the 
MS, enclosed in a brown envelope. 
The photocopy had no annotations 
but it could be very roughly dated to 
the mid-, or early, 1970s by the size 
and type o f paper. The old brown 
envelope was much more informa­
tive. Although the sheets inside it 
were not signed, the envelope was 
addressed by one F. H. Adams to J. A. 
M acD onald , and postm arked 
September, 1973. It also had two fur­
ther names and addresses in the 
handwriting o f John MacFadyen - 
Sheila Caldwell and Dorothy Griffith 
-  and against the former, the note 
“book here” . John MacFadyen had 
died in 1 979 , as had J. A. “Ja k e ” 
M acD onald, a well known Gaelic 
scholar and teacher at what was then 
Jordanhill College in Glasgow. The 
present staff at Jordanhill (now the 
Education Department o f Strathclyde 
University) were very helpful, as were

several friends and acquaintances o f 
Ja k e ’s, and especially  M rs A. 
MacDonald, but none knew o f the 
manuscript, nor o f any other papers 
or correspondence to do with Gaelic 
matters that Jake might have left.

F. H. Adams turned out to be Miss 
F loren ce Adams, also a form er 
teacher at Jordanhill, an authority on 
Scottish  C ou ntry  dancing, and a 
prominent office-bearer o f the Royal 
Scottish  C ou n try  D ance Society  
(RSC D S). Finding this out involved 
some research beyond the call o f duty 
by retired college staff and employees 
o f electoral registration offices. I must 
say in passing what a pleasure it was 
to deal with so many people who, 
though I didn’t know them at all, and 
who weren’t in any way connected 
with piping, caught the enthusiasm 
for this search for a bit o f the history 
o f  Scotland. I found that, like so 
many o f the people I was looking for, 
Miss Adams had died only a few 
years ago, but again with help, I was 
put in touch with her niece, Miss 
M arion  W atson, w ho lives in 
Croydon. Miss Watson generously 
loaned a number o f diaries and other 
personal papers o f her aunt, who had 
been a meticulous record keeper as 
well as a scholarly enthusiast for 
Scottish music. The diaries contained 
references to the manuscript, and also 
to Jake MacDonald, whom she knew 
well. Through Miss Watson I got to 
know D r Alastair M acFadyen (no 
relation o f John) who had had been 
Hon. Archivist o f  the R SC D S. He 
remembered that Miss Adams had 
proposed to deposit the MS with the 
Society, but that was before any well- 
founded archive had been set up. But
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w w w .kilberry.com

ILB JG R R Y Manufacturers of Highland, 
BAGPIPES EDINBURGH Scottish Small and Chamber Pipes

Top quality at very realistic prices.
for free colour brochure and price list contact: p p pea

KILBERRY BAGPIPES L—«
38 Lochrin Buildings, Gilmore Place, Edinburgh EH3 9ND, Scotland.

Tel: (01 31) 221 9925 Pax: (01 31) 228 1060 Email: kilberry@compuserve.com

❖  HIGHLAND PIPES FROM £549.95

❖  WOOD OR PLASTIC PRACTICE 
CHANTERS

❖  A l l  PIPING ACCESSORIES KEPT IN 
STOCK

❖  REPAIRS AND REFURBISHMENT OF 
PIPES

❖  REEDS, BOOKS, CD'S, TAPES ETC.

❖  SMALL PIPES -  BELLOWS/MOUTH 
BLOWN

❖  KILBERRY POLYPENCO PIPE 
CHANTER

❖  PREMIER RANGE AVAILABLE t =

Scotland’s most dynamic highland & 
pipeband o u tle t . . .  lots of style, 

loads of experience.

s"* x Proprietor:
1 Tgv NEIL MANDERSON

e c  o  s s a  i s
3-6 Canonmills Bridge Edinburgh EH3 5LF (formerly Budget Tiles shop) 
Tel: 0131 556 9357 Fax: 0131 556 9980 (customer parking at rear of shop) 

W e b :  w w w .c l a s s i c k i l t s . c o m

highland dress 
made to measure 
pipe band outfitting 
quantity discount 
band member discount 
sales & hire 
discount offers 
open 7
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History

he found extensive collections o f her 
papers, among them a further photo­
copy o f the manuscript, and some 
important notes and correspondence.

Letters to the other two addresses 
noted on the brown envelope pro­
duced an enthusiastic telephone call 
from Mrs D orothy Holloway, for­
merly Griffith. Mrs Holloway is a 
great-granddaughter o f the writer of 
the manuscript, and it was her moth­
er, Mrs Catherine Cromb, who had 
inherited it, and finally parted with it 
in the mid 1970s. In the course o f 
several conversations and visits I have 
had the pleasure o f learning a good 
deal o f the Millar family history, and 
o f  helping to trace their musical 
interests, as well as the fate o f  this 
manuscript. Mrs Cromb s, older sister

Mrs Dorothy Holloway, 
great-grand daughter o f  Robert Millar

Mrs Catherine Masters, who is now 
over 100, also lives in South London. 
They both remember their grandfa­
ther, the son o f the writer. He was 
born in 1835 - information recorded 
in his own handw riting  in Mrs 
Masters’ birthday book. Miss Sheila 
Caldwell, the other person whose 
address was noted on the brown 
envelope, was a friend o f theirs and a 
colleague o f  D orothy w hen they 
both worked as physiotherapists at 
what was then Croydon G eneral 
Hospital. She too had been a dancing 
enthusiast and a m em ber o f  the 
Croydon branch o f  the R S C D S . 
Sadly, she too had died only two 
years ago, but through Dorothy I was 
able to trace her brother, Dr James 
Caldwell, now retired and living in 
Kinloch Rannoch.

At this point it was Dr Caldwell 
who took over. He had accepted the 
manuscript rather reluctantly and 
after some consideration had passed it 
to his cousin, Dr David Tulloch, in 
Edinburgh. More recently Dr Tulloch 
had loaned it to a friend, M r Alan 
B ain , the w ell-know n piper and 
teacher in Edinburgh. Very quickly 
and willingly, the manuscript was 
passed back from one to the other 
and finally to me. It has since been 
seen by M rs H ollow ay and Mrs 
Masters, a further good photocopy 
has been made, and with the agree­
ment o f all concerned it has finally 
been donated to the N ational 
Library. During this final stage, it was 
still important to find out as much as 
possible about the recent history o f 
the manuscript. One very practical 
reason for this was a bit o f vagueness 
about dates, which left open the pos-
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¿Mause a i b agp ip es
Bagpipe Sales, Supplies & Repairs

639 Mangels Avenue • San Francisco, California 94127 
TEL/FAX (415) 452-4220 

Agent for David Naill, Wm. Sinclair & Son, Gillanders & McLeod, J. Dunbar, C.E. Krön
THE FINEST THE INDUSTRY HAS TO OFFER! PROMPT SERVICE 

FEATURING
Blackwood chanters by Naill and Sinclair, 
polypenco chanters by Naill and Dunbar 

C.E. Kron products

Practice chanters in blackwood and polypenco

“Bagpipe Music Writer” by Robert MacNeill -  
DOS-based software for writing and compos­
ing, specifically programmed for bagpipes

“Fast Trap” -  Revolutionary new, user 
friendly, tube-type water trap, currently 
being used by the Scots Guards 
“Bywell” Scottish Small Pipes by Ray Sloan 
Reeds by H. McNulty, J.K. McAllister,
G. MacLellan, G. Lumsden and Mark Wygent 
Full line of bagpipe accessories, cases and 
electronic chanters 
Books and Music

Applications available for 174? G ollege o f 'Piping 
C aliforn ia Summer S ch o o l fo r  P ip ers a n J  Drummers, and the P ipin g Cim es

Ask about the College of Piping, Prince Edward Island, Canada. Call or write for repair 
information and for prices and availability of other makes of pipes.

We accept MasterCard, Visa, American Express, Discover!
By Appointment Only Lynne and Gail Miller

PIPING CHAMPIONSHIP
BLAIR CASTLE, BLAIR ATHOLL, PERTHSHIRE 

SATURDAY 27TH OCTOBER 2 0 0 1  

ll.O O A M

T ick ets (£ 5 ) a v a ila b le  a t  th e  d o o r

For further information, please contact LIZ MAXWELL 

Tel: 01698 573536 Fax: 01698 844788 

e-mail: liz.maxwell@wgrant.com
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History

sibility that there might have been 
not one, but two manuscripts knock­
ing around in the 1970s. That win­
dow now seems to have been closed, 
but the story is still worth telling in 
outline. Thinking back over that early 
Piob. Soc. Conference, I remembered 
that it was there I met for the first 
time John V. Pearson, from the USA, 
who is now well known -  or certain­
ly should be well known -  to all 
Piping Times readers, for his research 
on the pipers o f Montana. John was 
then on a piping fact-finding mission 
to Scotland, and had visited Archie 
Kenneth at Stronachullin where he 
was told about the MS (though he 
didn’t see it). Finally, and quite late 
on, I con tacted  C am eron 
M acFadyen, son o f  Jo h n , w ho it 
turned out had preserved a large col­
lection o f his father’s papers, which 
he also generously loaned for cata­
loguing. Among them was yet anoth­
er photocopy o f the MS - an exact 
twin o f the Archie Kenneth copy, and 
a letter from Archie which filled in 
more links in the chain.

So now we know, and with the 
help o f all these snippets o f informa­
tion, the story o f the manuscript over 
the last th irty  years can be put 
together as follows: It must have been 
around 1973  that M rs H ollow ay 
found the book at the back of a cup­
board, and her mother told her what 
it was. They showed the book to 
their friend Sheila Caldwell, who 
showed it to Anne Watson, sister o f 
Florence Adams. Miss Adams copied 
a few tunes and sent them to Jake 
MacDonald who, very wisely, kept 
them in the original and now cele­
brated brown envelope.

Sample page o f  tunes from the manuscript contain­
ing tunes “taken down as play’d by Mr G 

Johnstone (Buchan)”

W hat happened next, and how 
long it took, I am still not sure, but 
the m anuscript was apparently 
offered to the R SC D S, who appar­
ently did not accept it, and in 1974 
Florence Adams’ diary refers to a 
“piping a sso cia tio n ” w ho it was 
thought might take an interest in it. 
But I guess Jake passed the copies in 
the brow n envelope to Jo h n  
MacFadyen, and John, egged on by 
Archie Kenneth, took up the quest 
for the original book. On February 
22nd 1975, Archie wrote to John  
MacFadyen. “I ’m nearly dead with 
inquisitiveness... have you got the MS 
and if  so what is it like?” (Even the 
letter was a bit o f a mystery -  I had 
to date it by means o f cross references 
to Seumas MacNeill and the Piping 
T im es). In M arch 1975  Jo h n  
MacFadyen was certainly in London, 
playing in a m em orable piping 
recital, and later that month the news 
o f the manuscript was buzzing at the 
Piobaireachd Society Conference (in 
the inn er circles at least). Mrs 
Holloway has several times told me 
how, one dark and wet night she got
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History

a phone call, very late, from a gentle­
man who was wildly enthusiastic to 
come and see the manuscript he had 
heard about. But the visit could not 
be arranged that night, and frustrat- 
ingly the gentlem an had oth er 
appointments and couldn’t come the 
next day either. The outcom e was 
that Sheila Caldwell acted as go- 
betw een -  but betw een w hom , I 
don’t know. Who was the late-night 
caller? W hen exactly did he call? I 
never found out, and it was the slight 
cloud o f  u ncerta in ty  over these 
episodes that left open the chance of 
yet another manuscript. What we do 
know  is that the P iobaireachd  
Society, and John MacFadyen, simul­
taneously got two copies o f the man­
uscript. I say simultaneously because 
a close examination o f various specks 
and ‘fuzzinesses’ in the copies proves 
that they were actually done on the 
same machine at the same time. But 
they do not seem to have acquired 
the orig inal, and neither did the 
R S C D S , nor the Q ueen V icto ria  
Schools at Dunblane, nor the Army 
School o f Piping. All these possibili­
ties were considered  by Sheila 
Caldwell but came to nothing, per­
haps for lack o f the right contacts. 
Sheila was well aware o f the impor­
tance o f  this old book  but what 
could she do? In desperation she gave 
it to her brother, Dr Caldwell who 
tells me he was a bit nervous about 
receiving it but preserved it carefully; 
and the rest is now clear. The date of 
the handover seems to have been 
1976, as appears from D r and Mrs 
C aldw ell’s recollections o f  family 
holidays they used to spend together 
at that tim e. W hy tell this story?

Apart from reliving the excitement, I 
th ink  it should give us all great 
encouragem ent. People nowadays 
really do value old things, even tat­
tered papers, and sometimes all that is 
lacking is the right advice on how to 
preserve them. Old documents can 
be heirlooms, and it can be hard to 
let them go. But there is also satisfac­
tion in seeing them made available to 
future generations in a prestigious 
public collection. In Scotland, I sense 
a touch o f national pride in the mat­
ter, w hich is all to the good. The 
other lesson I draw is that historical 
research isn’t confined to the distant 
past. Chasing the Millar Manuscript 
involved finding an expert to date 
sheets o f  photocopy, taxing  the 
patience o f  retired administrators, 
checking the dates o f rugby matches, 
and assembling archives o f dog-eared 
piping com p etition  programmes. 
Anyone can do it -  it just needs pati­
ence. The bottom line is, never throw 
anything away, or if  you must, contact 
the Piobaireachd Society first!
• The manuscript is now in the National 
Library. There is also a microfilm, MS 
M F 442. For accounts o f Robert Millar 
and some o f the music in the manuscript 
see R . D. Cannon, “R obert Millar, 
Lowland Piper?” in Common Stock, the 

Jou rn a l o f  the Low land and Border 
Pipers’ Society, 8, No. I, pp 3~36 (June 
1993), and “The M illar (Highland) 
Bagpipe Manuscript”, in Proceedings o f  
Piobaireachd Society Conference, Bridge 
o f Allan, April 1998. Two other Millar 
MSS, recently discovered, are also now in 
the National Library, N LS Acc. 11516. 
A fuller account, from which this article is 
taken, is lodged in the College o f Piping 
Museum.
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Fettes College

P/M Jo e  R a fferty  B E M  has 
been appointed to the post of 
Piping In stru ctor at Fettes 

College. P/M Rafferty served for 22 
years in the Black Watch (R H R ) and 
finished his service as W O l Pipe 
Major at the Army School o f Piping. 
He was awarded in British Empire 
Medal in 1986 in recognition of his 
contribution to Army piping. This 
appointm ent is a new fu ll-tim e 
appointment at Fettes. The school 
has previously had a part-time instr­
uctor, but demand for piping tuition 
is now so strong that they have been 
able to create a full-time post. Fettes 
offers Piping Scholarships and All- 
rounder Awards (for which piping 
ability can be taken into account). 
Fu rth er details o f  these, can be 
obtained from the Secretary on 0131 
332 2281.

Tune Contest

T H E H ighland S o cie ty  o f  
London is launching a tune 
com petition for a suitable 

four-parted 2/4 march to be named 
after the Society. First prize is £ 2 5 0 . 
Watch the PT for more details.

Snippets
• Jim  Wark has taken over from Ian I 
Plunkett as pipe major o f Strathclyde I 
Police Pipe Band for the 2002 sea- I 
son. Jim  is one o f the stalwarts o f the I 
band since its heyday under P/M I 
Iain MacLellan in the 80s and early I 
90s w hen they won 12 W orld 9 
Championship titles.
• D onald  M acP h ee has left the I 
Scottish Power band to take over his I 
local Grade Two outfit, Dumbarton I 
and District. Donald settled in the I 
Vale o f  Leven after m oving to I 
Scotland four years ago after he mar- I 
ried.
• Tom Campbell has retired as pipe I 
major o f the Grade Three Milngavie I 
Pipe Band. Tom, shop manager at I 
the College, went out with a bang I 
winning the Cowal Championship I 
title and cited old age as his reason I 
for retiring.
• It is understood that Ian Duncan I 
o f  Vale o f  A tholl is m oving to I 
Australia to take over from P/M I 
David B arnes as pipe m ajor o f  | 
Queensland Police.
• The Scottish Pipers Association are I 
to run th e ir popular K n o ck o u t I 
Competition this year. First ‘tie’ is on I 
November 8 at Glasgow High Scho- I 
ol Club, Old Anniesland, Glasgow.
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College Tent

RESU LTS o f the quiz held 
during the Worlds in the 
College tent are as follows: 
Nobody scored full marks to get the 
^ 50  voucher. Highest score was Mrs 

Mima McIntosh o f Falkirk with 26 
out of 30. Runners up were Stephen 
W hitton o f Renfrew with 22, and 
Owen Nash of Manchester with 21. 
Consolation prizes for the next best 
scores went to Eric Stein, USA, Tom 
McDonald, Blairgowrie and Maurice 
Pert, Clydebank.
A nsw ers: Ian Duncan Vale of Atholl,

Roddy M acLeod Scottish Power, 
Hugh Maclnnes Toyota.
M S R  1. Hugh Kennedy, Susan 
M acLeod, L ochcarron . M S R  2. 
Elspeth Camp-bell, Tulloch Castle, 
DJS Murray. Donald MacLeod, D C 
Mather. W ilson Young Shotts and 
Dykehead and R ed  H ackle. Jim  
Kilpatrick Shotts and Dykehead and 
Polkemmet. M alcolm  MacKenzie, 
John Weatherston, Andrew W right, 
R ed  H ackle. Strathclyde Police, 
Govan Police or Glasgow Police; 
British Caledonian Airways, Harry 
M cN ulty ; Lothian and Borders 
Police, Duncan Smith.

Don't  miss this year's
LOWLAND & BORDER PIPERS' SOCIETY

ANNUAL COLLOGUE
Saturday, 17th November, 2001 

in The Birnam House Hotel 
Birnam, near Dunkeld, Perthshire

Speakers and music will be provided by:
Cathie Peattie MSP Dougie Pincock 

Hamish Moore Jeannie Campbell 
lan Green Duncan MacGillivray

TICKETS ARE AMAZING VALUE AT ONLY£10
The day's proceedings will be followed with an evening

CEILIDH
featuring D u ncan  M acG illivray,

Freeland  B a rb o u r and  lan  H ardie
Tickets (£6) from lan McDonald 

0141-956 3911
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Musical Sime
Kiltmakers

180 A lbertbridge Road, Belfast BT5 4 G S  
Phone and Fax: Daytime 02890 456177. Eve n in gs: 02891 463251

MigMand 2 foe&& Supplier
S A T ISF A C T IO N  G U A R A N TEED

•  8 Yd. Kilts 16oz weight, 100% Wool Worsted Handsewn 

To sett or military style £ 1 6 5  inc. VAT

•  Argyle Jackets 100% Wool Barathea with shoulder 

cords £ 1 3 0  inc. VAT

•  White Hose, Hand Knit, Popcorn Tops -  £13

•  PLUS SPORRANS - BELTS - GLENGARRIES - ETC.

J u r i  n  C u i s l e A n

A? |  l l li lC  A l i n  ®  p i p e s  

nuvtv l g w l A n t )  U p i p e s  

¿ A ,  I V c s a w s l  p i p e s

U  y  C J A i n e s  O a i I yA 2.9 CloU StO Tl S c u & z c  -/
‘ ' q f c o e o w  c\2£> scijz . 0141 94637TI

T .V

\

32



Piping crimes CHOICE TUNE________________________________

Diane Mullen by Norrie Sinclair March

THE composer Norrie Sinclair, Perth, writes: This tune is named after 
Diane Mullen. Diane is only 14 years o f age and I have been teaching 
her the pipes for four years. In that time she has won over 30 prizes for 
solo piping in age groups under 14, under 16, under 18, and, recently, under 21. 
Not bad for a 14 year old! She is a very good piper and a good worker and 

deserves a tune being named for her.

Don’t forget to renew your PT subscription.
10% reduction if you introduce a friend to the 

world’s favourite piping magazine.
Keep in touch with the global piping community.
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A r a i j l l  B a g p i p e s  
&  K i l t s  L t d  ,
Sp o n so rs  o f  1st Bt. Argy ll Sr Sutherland  H igh landers  

Pipes and  D ru m s  and  C ra igm ount Juvenile  Pipe B a n d

B m i i m d n c r d
Vgyll Kilts began their Kilt manufacturing operation in 1996. 
ffering Kilts of the highest quality of materials and finish avail­

able on the retail market.

geared towards customer service and delivery

Makers of Finest Quality Bagpipes -  Chanters -  Accessories 
Bagpipes Refurbished At Reasonable Cost

Made to Measure Jackets Our Speciality. (Any co lo u r o r type) 
Kilt Refurbishment Repairs and Alterations.

(Open 7 Days Per W eek)

Mail Order Worldwide Distribution. Mo Order Too Large or Small. 
(Most Major Credit Cards A cce p te d ) 

highland Dress hire For Ali Occasions.
Stockists Of: Reeds -  Seasoning -  hemp -  Pipe Bags -  

Covers -  Cords -  Ribbons, etc.
QUANTITY D ISCO U N T F O P  P IPE B A G S

>/ managed 
delivery

s  -  Accessories

j r  o r type)

I
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H IST O R Y

More on the Early MacCrimmons
J e a n n i e  C a m p b e l l

TW O  more early M acC rim - 
m on references have been 
brought to our attention by 
both  Jam es D M acC rim m on  o f  
Leigh on Sea in Essex and Keith 

Sanger o f Penicuik in Midlothian. 
The first comes from the Campbell 
o f Cawdor papers and is a Band o f 
M ain ten an ce betw een Sir Jo h n  
Campbell o f Cawdor and Alexander 
MacLeod o f Dunvegan. The docu­
m ent was w ritten  on the 10th 
November, 1533, at Inverness ‘befoir 
ther wytnes Sir Fynlay parsone Rore 
Mcane Vyckrore Sir Jhone Mcfaell 
Sir Jh o n e  M cch ru m m en  w ytth 
uderis diveris personis.’

The title Sir in the case o f the wit­
nesses indicates that the gentlemen 
named were priests. Keith Sanger has 
in form ed  us that Sir Jo h n  
M acC rim m on was dead by 1552 
when a Sir Donald Munro was pre­
sented to the vicarage o f  U ig  in 
Trotternish vacated by the death o f 
‘Sir Jihn M ’Crummey.’

Sir John Campbell o f Cawdor was 
a younger son o f Archibald Campbell 
the second Earl o f Argyll who was 
killed at Flodden with King James 
IV  in 1513. Sir John was married in 
1510 to M uriel the daughter and 
heiress o f the last Thane o f Cawdor 
who died in 1494. Muriel was born 
after the death o f her father and as a 
child heiress had been fought over 
with much loss o f life. When it was 
asked i f  this was not too heavy a

price to pay since the child might 
die, the reply was made that ‘the lassie 
can never die so long as there is a red 
haired lass on the shores o f  Loch 
Awe.’ Sir Jo h n  Cam pbell lived at 
Cawdor, near Inverness from 1524 
until his death in 1546.

Alexander MacLeod o f Dunvegan 
was Alastair Crotach the 8th chief, 
who was born circa 1455. He built 
the fairy tower at Dunvegan Castle 
and entertained King James V at a 
mountain top feast on M acLeod’s 
Table in 1536 . A lastair w ho was 
hump backed, m arried  L o c h ie l’s 
tenth daughter, the other nine having 
refused him. Alastair died circa 1547 
and was buried in the church at 
Rodel in Harris.

The second is an early reference to 
the MacCrimmons in Skye, pre-dat- 
ing the 1664 rental. It is a notary’s 
docket to the effect that H ector 
M acC rim m on  signed a deed on 
behalf o f Isabella wife o f Sir R ory  
M or MacLeod. Sir R ory  succeeded 
in 1595 and died in 1626 so the deed 
would date from  that tim e. F.T. 
MacLeod writing in the 1930s said 
the docket was among the Dunvegan 
papers but whether it is still there is 
not known. The Dunvegan papers 
can only be seen on payment o f a 
substantial search fee.

O ne piece o f evidence put for­
ward to support the Cremona theory 
is the o ccu rren ce  o f  the name 
Donaldo M acCrim m on in Suther-

(continued on page 57)
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136 Bridgegate 
Glasgow 
Gl 5HZM a c f e o t f

S im ia n / S u p p lie s

Scotlands Bagpipe Maker 
Highland Dress Specialist 
All Pipe Band Supplies

<3Because

its ajutyfe out mere....
Tel No. 0141 553 1513 
Fax No. 0141 552 0795 
Website: www.scotbagplpes.com 
E-mail: Macleod@scotbagplpes.com
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BELLOW S___________________________________________________

T he M usic B est Suited to Our 
C old W ind P ipes

J o c k  A g n e w

WITH Scottish smallpipes to 
hand, and the skill o f  
using bellows rather than 
breath well and truly mastered, what 
sort o f music can we play? Indeed, 

what sort o f music is best suited to 
these pipes? The smallpipe chanter of 
today’s design has nine notes, with a 
flattened lead note (7th) top and bot­
tom (a mixolydian scale).These notes 
are fixed; i.e. cross-fingering of acci­
dentals (sharps and flats) is not nor­
mally possible, although som e 
chanters have a limited number o f 
keys -  usually requested by the cus­
tomer at time o f ordering - the most 
common being high ‘B ’ and ‘C ’ natu­
ral.

Border pipes may or may not be 
able to “pinch” a high ‘B ’, but usually 
a ‘C ’ natural, ‘F’ natural and (top) ‘G ’ 
sharp can be coaxed with cross-fin­
gering. So in effect they can tackle a 
greater range o f tunes than is avail­
able to the u n-keyed sm allpipe

THE SH ETLAN D FID D LER  (bars 9 - 1 2 )

chanter. However with even just the 
n ine-note range the player o f  the 
smallpipes has a ch o ice o f  music 
equal to the Highland piper. Indeed 
it is usual to read the music in exactly 
the same way, treating each piece as if 
it were written in the key o f ‘A’ or 
‘D ’ while playing it on a set pitched 
in, say, ‘B b ’ or ‘C ’. And it is becoming 
more and more normal for music 
w hich is w ritten  for the bellows 
pipes to be given an indicative key 
signature, usually ‘A’ (3 sharps, or 2 
sharps with natural on the ‘G ’), or ‘D ’ 
(2 sharps) o r ‘G ’ (1 sharp).That is not 
to say every tune will sound the 
same, nor that the same effects can be 
achieved. Being an octave lower than 
its Highland counterpart, the high ‘A’ 
and high ‘G ’ appear m ore pro­
nounced (even intrusive) with low 
‘A’ and ‘G ’ tending to become lost in 
the drones. This maybe illustrated by 
the second part o f the tune “Shetland 
Fiddler”:-

P/M D.S.Ram say

as written, gracings omitted for clarity
» p |r f f > r T r r r —#— , r v n . t f Ef  { >  kid Lr s idJ ■— 1

sounds like this on smallpipes
A m f  ft’ m *0-m m r f * 7i----------

=4 ---W'P I*'*'*"

sounds like this on Border or Highland pipes
.  » 1» r  r T T P ? - P m . - \  h -  ----

1 Lai Lî  -  -
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THE SCOTTISH 
PIPING SOCIETY 

OF LONDON
The 62nd Annual 

Competition
o f  T h e  S co ttish  P ip in g  

S o c ie ty  o f  L o n d o n
w ill take p lace on 

2nd 3rd and 4th November, 2001 
at the Carlton Mitre Hotel, 

Hampton Court Road, Surrey
P res id en t :  Hugh M acM illan  

e-m ail: rosemaryu@hotmail.com 
V ice P r e s id en t :  P ipe M ajo r R og er 

Huth e-m ail: rogerhuth@aol.com 
PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF VENUE

27 Cadham Centre
Glenrothes, FifeKY7 6RU 

e-mail: rothesreeds@talk21.com 
tel: 01592 748804

M A C P H E R S O N ’S
OF EDINBURGH SINGE 1946

COMPLETE UNIFORMS AND HIGHLAND DRESS FOR PIPE BANDS, GENTS, LADIES 
AND CHILDREN. QUANTITY DISCOUNT.

PROBABLY THE BEST BAGPIPE AND PIPE BAND MUSIC BOOK LIST IN THE WORLD 

KILTMAKING ON THE PREMISES. KILTMAKERS HAVE BEEN WITH US FOR YEARS. 

WELL KNOWN MAKES OF BAGPIPES, CHANTERS REEDS AND ACCESSORIES 

PREMIER AND PEARL AGENTS for drums. WE HIRE OUT HIGHLAND OUTFITS

Send for our free colour brochures and price lists. We send goods all over the World. Jean 
Macpherson personally goes to a Bands training night to measure if quantity is required. 

She is the daughter of the founder Hugh Macpherson.
We are also on the web.

C atch  us on w w w .hughm acpherson.dem on.co.uk  
E-m ail: je a n @ h u g h m acp h erso n .d em o n .co .u k  

Tel: 0 1 3 1 -2 2 5  4 0 0 8  Fax: 0131  2 2 5  9 8 2 3
HUGH MACPHERSON (Scotland) Ltd.

17 W est M aitland S treet, Edinburgh, E H  12 5EA
(5 m inutes from  Princes Street)
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Bellows

T his effect can in flu en ce the 
ch o ice  o f  gracing  w hen playing 
either smallpipes or Border pipes. 
S in ce the Low land and B ord er 
P ip ers’ Society  cam e into being, 
much research has gone into the 
m usic for these pipes. Indeed, 
G ordon M o o n e y ’s books o f  
“Choicest Scots Tunes’’ did much to 
spur the Society  at the start. The 
debate continues over what consti­
tutes a ‘Border’ tune and what the 
word ‘Low land’ refers to in g eo­
graphical area. As Andy H u nter 
described at an LBPS m eeting in 
1984  “ ...R e d isco v e ry  o f  this 
[Lowland] music [is]... comparable 
with that by Hugh MacDiarmid of 
Lowland Scots language for modern 
writing. This whole discovery is one 
w hich allows us to get out from 
under a sort o f false Highland Bonny 
Prince Charlie culture with which 
we probably felt uncomfortable any­
way. “

So what is ‘Lowland’ and ‘Border’ 
music? “A good tune knows no bor­
der” , (Gordon Mooney) and many 
tunes which have started in one area 
with a local musical influence have 
flitted and been claimed by other 
groups, so that sometimes the first 
clue as to its origins might be in the 
title. “The tune names in collections 
like that o f Dixon display a healthy 
irreverence and classlessness which 
celebrates the everyday concerns and 
goings-on o f the folk who would 
have played and listened to them,”- 
Gary West wrote in an article on the 
subject. And as Matt Seattle describes: 
“In its forms Border music shares 
much with the other pipe music o f 
these islands, but in the light o f the

William Dixon manuscript it is now 
possible to say that, in its heyday, 
Border piping was the most sophisti­
cated o f any bagpipe traditions, and 
in its use o f harmonic extensions it 
probably remains so to this day....by 
creating variations within the struc­
tural confines o f the particular tune, 
in some cases stretching those con­
fines in unorthodox but consistent 
ways.” And “ ..it is now proved that 
there was once a virtuoso piping tra­
dition in the Borders with its own 
repertoire and style.”

The W illiam D ixon Manuscript 
referred to above was ‘discovered’ 
(recognised for what it was) and pub­
lished in 1995 by Dragonfly Music. It 
is clearly dated 1733, which makes it 
the oldest notated bagpipe music of 
the British Isles. Later music from the 
Borders and Lowlands can be found 
in such sources as R obert Riddell’s 
collection o f ‘Scotch Galwegian & 
Border Tunes’, and John Peacock’s 
collections (early 19th century). What 
this music doesn’t tell us, o f course, is 
how the pipes might have sounded in 
the 18th century, and indeed what 
techniques (gracings etc) might have 
been used. We’ll explore this subject 
o f technique in a future article.

Wedding Day Piper
An independent company run by 

John & Fiona Campbell require pipers 

for work at home and abroad. No. 1 

dress required. Good fees paid.

Tel/F ax: 02380 268835 
e-m ail: Scottishpipercam7ba@supanet.com 

www.scottishpipers.co.uk
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M eCallum  B a g p ip e s
The MeCallum Pipe Chanter is available in African Blackwood 
and Plastic. It is already being played in all grades, by bands 

worldwide, including grade one.

AN our bagpipes are supplied with 
Beaded and capped n icke l m ounts, 
Ezeedrone reeds, McCallum pipe chanter. 
N ickel & im itation Ivory mouthpiece 
fu lly  inclusive in the purchase price.

M cC allum  B a g p ip e s
Moorfield Industrial Estate, Troon Road, Kilmarnock, KA2 ODP SCOTLAND 
Tel : 01563 - 527 - 002 Fax : 01563 - 530 - 260
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Newspaper Watch

AN GU S Nicol reviewing a recital given by Willie McCallum, Angus 
MacColl and Gordon Walker at Inveraray on July 28 in The Times: 
“Gordon Walker might be described as the virtuoso o f the three.... his 
amazingly dextrous fingers are connected to a mind which transmits to them 
not only the notes but also the music”...

From a newspaper in Regina, Saskatchewan, headlined ‘Antique Bagpipes 
Gone With The W ind’: “An extremely rare 100 year old set o f bagpipes was 
stolen after the owner left them in his truck to join his mates for a quick pint 
in a pub. The silver and ivory trimmed William [sic] Lawrie bagpipes are one of 
only two sets known to exist in North America, Dan Matheson, the distraught 
owner, said Thursday. “I felt sick when I discovered the broken window and my 
bagpipe missing. It is a vintage bagpipe and is irreplaceable,” said Matheson, a 
member o f the Victoria Park Pipe Band. Early Thursday morning Matheson 
was rummaging through downtown dumpsters in the hopes o f finding his 
stolen instrument.

*We are happy to report that Dan got his pipes back two days later...Ed

Radio Watch
Aug 26: “I enjoyed he interviews with the Richmond Avenue and Ravara 
bands” . . . “Three programmes on the Worlds final is too much...nothing from 
the Silver Chanter.”

Sept 2: “Overall an entertaining broadcast from Roddy M acleod” . . .  “I 
thought Roddy’s high A was a little flat.”

Sept 9: [Northern Meeting] “A good performance from Gordon Walker” . . . 
“Good quality o f sound in these recordings.”

From the ||>3T archives
Mar 76: The rapid increase in the number o f juvenile solo competitions has 
highlighted the evil deeds being done by chanter bashers posing as teachers of 
piping. Sadly and strangely many of these unfortunately do not appreciate how 
incom petent they are and how mercilessly they are ruining their young 
charges. Why otherwise would they expose their disasters in public.

The properly taught stand out like unsore thumbs. Many however who are 
put forward for these competitions have obviously been well and truly mas­
tered by the Great Highland Bagpipe as have their teachers before them. The 
number o f enthusiastic incompetents who think they can instruct piping is so 
large that it now constitutes a serious menace. However, while there is death 
there is hope.

Piping S u ites MISCELLANY______________________________________
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"When you buy a  product from our shop you are doing something much more im portant than 
ju s t m aking a  purchase  -  you are supporting the education programme within the Piping Centre. "

J j  VISIT o ur  N E W  & I M P R O V E D  w e b s i t e  

j ' ' l S h o p  ON-LINE f o r  qual ity  pi ping

ACCESSORIES, BOOKS, CDS, CASSETTES
and  S c o t t is h  c r a f t s

IS
• J  PURCHASE ON-LINE WITH OUR GUARANTEED 

SECURE ORDER FORM

IS
- ‘J W E  CAN SHIP ORDERS WORLD-WIDE!

J j  SUBSCRIBE ON-LINE TO ‘N O T E S ’ OUR 
QUARTERLY MAGAZINE 

SJ J  CONTACT OUR PIPING INSTRUCTORS 
FOR EXPERT ADVICE

w w w . t h e p i p m a c e i i a i M i i . u k
30-34 McPhater Street, Cowcaddens, Glasgow G4 OHW.
Tel: 0141 353 0220 Fax: 0141 353 1570
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Miscellany

CAN anyone help us with the names o f the pipers in this photograph? 
We recognise P/M Willie Ross far right but the others are causing 
some difficulty for the College Museum.

T h e  J a m e s  J .  C o y n e  M e m o r i a l

School of
Director: Mrs Patricia L. Coyne 
Chief Instructor: Seumas B. Coyne

Year-Round Classes in Piping & Drum m ing 
Juvenile Pipe Band

P ip in g 0 
D rum m ing

The James J. Coyne Memorial School of Piping & Drumming is a tax-exempt 

non-profit organization that offers courses in Scottish & Irish bagpipe and drum­

ming music, starting at the beginner's level and leading up to a graduate certifi­

cate. A diploma of piping or drumming corresponding to post-graduate studies

is also available.

For in fo rm atio n  on classes and fees, p lease call

(914) 633-5297
New York Metro area 748-B North Avenue 
Established in 1992 New Rochelle, New York 10801
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lohn Cairns y
’ n n i i h  e  O Q J *

Available from your local
Bagpipe Supply shop.
D ealer enquiries to Scott's Highland  
Services Ltd. Phone: 519 453 0892 or 
email: scotts@scottshighland.com

In the fall o f  1999 John Calm s 
became the 11 th person ever 
and first from  outside of 
Scotland to have won the 
Highland Society o f London's 
Gold Medal in Piobaireachd at 
both the Argyllshire gathering 
in Oban and the Northern 
M eeting in Inverness in the 
same year.

On this new solo piping CD , 
you will hear John at his best 
with a wide variety o f musical 
selections for your listening 
pleasure.

If  it's new... if it's out there... 
if it's cutting edge. . .  we've got it!

Look for the symbol that is fast becoming 
synonymous with quality.

Bagpipes, supplies and accessories

A vailab le  from  your lo ca l 
B agpipe Supply shop.
D e a le r  en q u iries  to  Sco tt's  H ig h la n d  S erv ices Ltd.
P h o n e : 51 9  45 3  0 8 9 2  or e m a il:  s c o tts @ s c o tts h ig h la n d .c o m

44

mailto:scotts@scottshighland.com
mailto:scotts@scottshighland.com


Piping ^TirnCS LETTERS

Do you have a point o f view or some interesting information you would like to share 
with the rest o f the piping world? Write, fax  or e-mail the Piping Times. Fidi contact 
details on page one. Letters subject to editing.

Nova Scotia 
Sir,

I’ve just arrived back from a family 
vacation and found the August issue 
o f Piping Times waiting for me. I was 
pleased to see that you used part of 
the article I sent about our Piper’s 
Memorial, but I must ask that you 
print a correction.

In your title for the article, and in 
your edited version o f the opening 
paragraphs, you have indicated that 
the pipers being remembered were 
from Cape Breton. They were not. 
Arisaig is in Antigonish County, on 
the mainland of Nova Scotia, not on 
Cape Breton Island. The pipers being 
remembered were those buried in St. 
M argaret o f  Scotland  Parish 
C em etery , A risaig , A ntigonish  
County. I hope that you can print 
this correction in your next issue.

Scott Williams, 
NS, Canada.

D M acD onald Q uaich 1

Following our report and editorial on 
the Donald MacDonald Quaich debacle 
and a subsequent retort from the newspa­
per involved the West Highland Free 
Press, the following letters were sent to 
that paper by Mr Andy Anderson the 
Convenor o f Skye Games.

Sir,
I was very not very pleased to see 

that the W HFP did not publish my 
letter in relation to the above. This 
issue, as I expected, has already caused

a misunderstanding which resulted in 
a loss for our piping entries. The Skye 
Games Piping Committee will have 
to make our position clear to ensure 
that senior pipers worldwide are not 
given a false impression o f our posi­
tion on pipe judging. Since this arises 
from a misrepresentation o f our posi­
tion by Bill C urrie, I would have 
expected you to have published my 
letter.

I am sending you a further copy of 
my letter, and would be obliged if  
you would ensure that our view on 
this matter is expressed in your paper. 
In the meantime, until I get redress 
one this matter, and an assurance 
from Bill Currie that it will not hap­
pen again, I will not speak to him at 
all on piping, or any other matter.

Andy Anderson

and
Sir,

For the last seven years I have 
been honoured to be the Piping 
C onvenor for the Skye Highland 
Games. I do this job  because I really 
enjoy piping, and I want to make it 
available to the greatest number o f 
people, for their entertainment and 
enjoyment. I am also conscious that 
the successful development o f piping 
activity, can bring significant eco­
nomic gains which is important to 
our com m unity. I am th erefore 
pleased to talk to the media about
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Letters

piping at the Skye Games, and to dis­
cuss its successful development and 
its future. I must however express my 
disappointment at the article by Bill 
Currie on page 9 this week.

First o f all the article pays scant 
attention to the ‘real’ aspects o f pip­
ing, and gets things wrong in this 
respect, but heads off on a crusade 
which it claims to be significant, but 
which is not o f any substance in the 
piping world. The article says that 
there will be 22 ‘professional pipers’ 
from around the world, competing in 
the famous Dunvegan Medal. The 
significant thing about these games is 
that the pipers are not ‘professional’. 
They come from a variety o f back­
grounds and professions, and it is 
their love o f the pipes, and the music 
which draws them together.

Bill goes on to claim that Skye 
Games officials were surprised that 
Donald M acPhee had withdrawn. 
The only official that Bill spoke to 
about that was myself, since at that 
time, I was the only one who knew 
that Donald had withdrawn. I was 
not surprised that Donald had with­
drawn, and I did not express any such 
surprise to Bill. Indeed I thought that 
Donald, like Roddy MacLeod, might 
be involved in a pipe-band engage­
ment in France. Bill invents my sur­
prise, in order to boost his theory of 
the big ‘judging controversy’ which 
he claims is raging. I have told Bill 
that he is wrong about that. When 
Bill first raised with me his theory I 
was really surprised, because it had 
missed me. In all the time I have 
been Piping Convenor at Skye I have 
never once had a complaint about 
the judging arrangements. Not one

piper, in all that time, has expressed 
concern to me about this. That is not 
to say that there is not an issue relat­
ing to the question o f judges sitting 
in judgement where pupils, or for­
mer pupils are competing. However 
this is not a major issue in current 
competitions, nor should it be used 
to undermine the achievements o f 
those pipers who win awards at the 
very competitive standards in current 
competitions. The editorial article in 
the Piping Times, which fully report­
ed the W H FP point o f  view, and 
strongly re jected  it, was, I note, 
attacked in the scurrilous “clippings 
from  the phrase shed” by an 
unnamed critic, and on a personal 
basis. However that article was more 
representative o f the piping world 
than the W HFP are on piping issues.

Andy Anderson, 
Convenor, Skye Games

• The West Highland Free Press did sub­
sequently print Mr Anderson’s letter as 
carried above.

M acD onald Q uaich 2 
Sir,

With regard to the above I would 
like to give the perspective o f the 
ordinary punter who listens to 
piobaireachd - ceol mor to us “noble 
savages” up here. P iobaireachd  
Society please note you nearly got 
your name right. But it is not right. 
What else have you done that is not 
right? M r W right o f  this Society  
wants us in Skye to take him serious­
ly about a musical genre composed in 
the Gaidhlig musical idiom, probably 
invented on this island, when the 
Society he represents cannot even get
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M u rray  H enderson: Four times Glenfiddich Champion

Introduces

HENDERSON HARMONIC 
CARBON FIBRE TONGUED DRONE REED
NOW WITH TUNING SCREW

This allows you:
1. Ease of pitch adjustment 

2. Control of volume

Priced at £40.60plus vat (if applicable) and pip

Henderson Reedmakers, RO. Box 3, 
Kirriemuir,

Angus DD8 4YF, Scotland
Tel/Fax: 00 44 (0)1575 540430

E-mail: henderson.reedmakers@dial.pipex.com
http://www.henderson.reedmakers.dial.pipex.com/ 

Contact Murray for retail, trade & band orders 

or any of my worldwide dealers
SPECIALISING IN D. NAILL 

PRODUCTS
SETS OF PIPES IN STOCK
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Letters

its own name accurate. (See Dwelly 
under “piob”) So what else is inaccu­
rate? Mr Wright thinks the Highland 
pipe is an “instrument o f sport” (Mr 
W right to the West Highland Free 
Press). Now that is an interesting 
point o f view even if  a little eccen­
tric. Och! I’ll just get out the sweaty 
old trainers and have a tune. M r 
Wallace editor o f The Piping Times 
thinks any arrangement o f Ceol Mor 
prior to PS. publications is “musical 
n on sen se” and that it should be 
graced in such a way “as dictated by 
oral tradition” (Piping Times August 
2001). W ho’s oral tradition is he talk­
ing about? The editor’s? The PS? The 
Gaidhlig perhaps? What about the 
G len C o lle ctio n , T h e  M acarthur 
Manuscripts, The Mackay manuscript 
etc? All m usical nonsense M r 
Wallace? I can understand someone 
who can’t read and interpret music 
thinking and saying that. Andrew 
W right has said in previous Piping 
Times that ceol mor (or as he calls it, 
piobaireachd) is not an oral tradition. 
We punters are confused - they sup­
port each other but disagree about 
fundamentals. This whole controversy 
once again serves to confirm what 
many have known for decades. Ceol 
m or has been sequestrated by an 
establishment who now claim that 
the way they tell us it should be 
played is the right way.

I say this to you - you are wrong 
about more than your name. The 
P.S./Kilberry notation system is fun­
dam entally flawed how ever well 
intentioned. The insistence o f  the 
President o f that Society that ceol 
mor should be played “note for note” 
(his words) as per PS. instructions

demonstrates an arrogant assumption 
that they “know it all” while those 
who w ent before, as M r W allace 
insists, go to great lengths to record 
“musical nonsense” on paper.

Suggested reading around this sub- 
je c t  is “ T h e  H ighland Pipe and 
Scottish  S o c ie ty ” by Dr. W illiam  
Donaldson. From the punter’s point 
o f view we don’t really give a toss 
who is right or wrong all we want 
and are prepared to pay for is music 
which seduces our senses, played as 
the player wishes. All these judges 
telling us what is right or wrong only 
get between the composer, the player 
and the audience. I fail to understand 
the desperate need for the PS. to be 
the sole arbiter o f what is good or 
bad ceol mor. If  it is pleasing to us 
punters we’ll listen. At the moment 
there are not many interested in the 
boring performances which the PS. 
so highly value. Ceol Mor as per PS. 
is the only European musical genre, 
that I am aware of, which so rigidly 
restricts the musical interpretation of 
the player. No wonder it is a curiosi­
ty. Let the players play this great 
music in any way that they like - 
there are plenty players capable o f 
such - let them loose on the audi­
ence -  then we shall hear some stuff. 
Trust the music, the players and the 
audience will respond. We punters 
have had it up to the eyes with peo­
ple telling us what we should listen 
to, who is the best, what is the best 
way to play it etc. Most o f that has 
come from the PS. W hen they get 
their name right I may start believing 
what they have to say

The only ones to come out o f this 
controversy so far, with any credibili­
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Letters

ty, are The Wee Paper for defending 
its freedom  and D r Angus 
M acD onald  for going on record 
without the backing o f an established 
Society or a pet magazine. That is 
integrity. I have a question for Mr 
W rig h t -  why accep t a ju d g in g  
appointment for a competition that 
was meant to demonstrate a different 
style from that o f the P.S. when he 
plainly states that he prefers P.S. nota­
tion and style? For the benefit o f Mr 
Wallace who has had “enough of aya­
tollahs from the isles” I fully under­
stand his handicap in understanding 
the musical idiom contained in the 
M acarthu r/ M acD onald  styles. 
Anyone who is insufficiently fluent 
in a particular language whether it be 
musical or verbal will regard much of 
what is expressed as “nonsense” o f 
some kind. The answer to that is to 
listen and learn rather than to shout 
loudly that the idiom is nonsense.

Donald Macarthur Grant, 
Portree, Isle o f Skye.

M acD onald Q uaich 3 
Sir,

We feel we have to let you know 
how m uch we approve o f  your 
August editorial and how pleased we 
are that Andrew Wright has been so 
warmly supported. He has put so 
much endeavour into piping in many 
ways, only to find himself constantly 
criticised by people who have not 
remotely his knowledge and dedica­
tion. The criticism this time has been 
ludicrous. The time will come— may 
indeed already have com e-w h en  
convenors o f popular competitions 
will be unable to produce a panel o f 
top judges for the event. So many of

the judges will have taught some of 
the competitors at some time, or they 
will be unacceptable to the CPA or 
they will find themselves not com ­
patible with the other judges select­
e d ....th e  problems are endless. It 
seems that pipers o f today are more 
interested in controversy and money 
than with the music o f  their great 
instrument. We are in despair over 
the constant arguments in the piping 
world-there is little pleasure left in 
attending competitions.

Muriel and Russell Clayton, 
Onich, Inverness-shire.

STOP PRESS: Special 
prizes for London -  Set silver 
D. Naill pipes for overall plus 

new banner to keep for 
Bratach winner

© r t g m a l
P m f r e r s a l  ¿ S lt f f tT p tp e  

^ i t i l  © n i p  

£37.00 U .K .
C ash  or M o n ey  ord er 
m a d e  o u t in UK £s  
o n ly  In c . P o st & Pak 
A llow  2 8  d a y s  
D eliv ery

3/8" Min 
Bore and a 

non return valve, 
ball jo in t relives 

stress from the bag and 
pipers teeth. Moist air 

is directed aw ay from reed. 
Adjusts to suit the individual, 

turned from quality renew able 
m aterials to your own length require­

m ents fully com bed with im itation ivory 
mount, and oval m outhpiece. Spare NRV 

also included.

Colin Winstanley
21 Fairhaven Road, St Annes on Sea 

Lancs FY8 INN England U.K.
Tel. 0 1 2 5 3  7269 4 2  

sco ttie2_98@ yah o o .com
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R ESU LTS

Calling all contest secretaries. E mail your results to: pt@college-of-piping.co.uk or fax them to 
us on 0141 337 3024; if you wish you can enclose a report on how your competition went, 
along with any other comment. Photographs welcomed. If possible e mail these as ‘jpeg’files or 
post to Piping Times, 16-24 Otago Street, Glasgow G12 8fH

The Northern Meeting, 
Inverness 2001

Clasp
1. Greg Wilson, Lament fo r  MacLeod o f Colbeck;
2. B ill Livingstone, Lament fo r  Joh n  Garve 
MacLeod o f Raasay; 3. Willie McCallum, The 
Unjust Incarceration: 4. R oddy M acLeod, 
Donald Gruamach’s March
Judges: D. Murray, A. Wright, D. MacPherson 
Gold Medal
1. Niall Matheson, The Prince’s Salute; 2. Bruce 
Gandy, Mary’s Praise; 3. Herve Lefloc’h, Brit­
tany, The End o f the Great Bridge; 4. Alasdair 
Gillies, Pittsburgh, The Prince’s Salute; 5. Iain 
Speirs, Edinburgh, The MacKays’ Banner 
Judges: H. MacCallum,J. Wilson, J.Young 
Silver Medal
1. Andrew Mathieson, Fife, Marquis o f Argyll’s 
Sal.; 2 .Jo ri Chisholm, USA, Salute to Donald;
3. John Mulhearn, Troon; 4. Niall Stewart, 
Kyle; 5. Fiona Manson, New Zealand 
Judges: W. Drysdale, M. McRae, N. Matheson 
Former Winners MSR
1. Gordon Walker, 2. W illie McCallum, 3. 
Alfred Morrison, 4. Alasdair Gillies 
Judges: I. Morrison, R . Lawrie, A J. MacLellan 
A Grade MSR
1. Chris Armstrong, 2. Iain Speirs, 3. Greg 
Wilson, 4. Graeme Roy 
Judges: I. MacLellan, J. Wilson,J.Young 
Hornpipe & Jig
1. Gordon Walker, 2. Allan Bevan, 3. Greg
Wilson, 4. Chris Armstrong
Judges: I. M acLellan , H. M acln n es, D.
MacPherson
B Grade March
1. A lexis M eu nier, 2. Jam es B eau m on t, 
Edinburgh, 3. B ru ce Erskine, 4. Andrew 
Berthoff, Toronto
Judges: A. Wright, W. Drysdale, R . Lawrie 
B Grade Strathspey & Reel
1. Andrew Berthoff, 2. Simon McKerrall, 3. 
Alexis Meunier, 4. Ross McCrindle 
Judges: R . Huth,J. Allan, A. Venters 
*  A fu ll report on the Northern Meeting will be 
carried next issue

The Junior Guineas, South Africa

Chris Terry concludes his report on South Africa’s 
major solo piping weekend :
Sunday morning saw eight juniors contend­
ing for the country’s under 19 championship. 
There are three events, as in the senior com­
petition, but juniors do not have to play in 
the Piobaireachd. They are severely handi­
capped i f  they d on ’t though, as the 
Piobaireachd points are weighted, and in the 
event o f a tie the Piobaireachd placing takes 
preference. Again competitors may not submit 
tunes they have played in this competition in 
the previous two years in the piobaireachd. 
Only one tune is required. Craig Sked judged 
all the events. The standard throughout was 
considerably better than it had been last year 
-  perhaps the fact that most o f the competi­
tors were playing in their second or third 
Junior Guineas helped, and they appeared to 
have taken note o f my remarks after the event 
last year. Gone were the impossibly strong sets 
o f pipes o f the year before, and most perform­
ances were relatively error-free.
Murray Cox played a very good Lament for 
the Viscount o f Dundee, spoilt only by two 
change-of-mind note errors, on an excellent 
pipe, to w in the p iobaireachd . Sean 
McClymont was placed second for the third 
year in a row. His tune was The Massacre of 
Glencoe. His technique was good, though he 
tended to snatch a little at the a machs. Shane 
Grace played T he Lament for Donald o f 
Laggan, and had the song going well, but his 
three chokes and three m inor note errors 
reduced him to third place. Justin Carter tack­
led The MacKay’s Banner, and made a fair job 
of it, but left out a bar in the Thumb dou­
bling. He also needs to move off the final E of 
the crunluath movement a little more quickly. 
The other two competitors, Simon Workman 
and Ian Siemers, both played commendable 
tunes, but had too many errors to be in seri­
ous contention for a prize.
The light music saw Murray Cox win both
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260 Glendale Meadows, 
Leixlip,
County Kildare,
Ireland.
Ph/Fax 0353 162 43825

13 Kensington Crt.,
Dollingstown,
Craigavon,
County Armagh,
Nth. Ireland BT66 7HU 
Ph/Fax 2838 323775

18 Glebe Street, 
Glasgow  
Scotland G4 OEU 
Ph. 0141 5521252 
Fax 0141 552 3896 

or
21 Candlemaker Row, 
Edinburgh EH1 2DE 
Ph/Fax 0131 225 5551 
www.kilts.uk.com

17 Ryeland Heath, 
Wigmore,
Luton,
Beds,
England LU2 8TZ 
Ph/Fax 0582 727066

Having Trouble with wet 
reeds, and unstable tone?

THE
ROSS CANISTER BAG

is  the answer

Played worldwide by band and solo 
pipers at all levels, to dramatically improve 
tonal stability through superior moisture 
control and bag air-tightness.

For more details on all our products, 
please contact our U.K. dealers, or visit 
our website at:

www.rossbagpipereeds. com

ROSS BAGPIPE REEDS PTY. LTD. 
4 Deep Creek Drive,
East Doncaster,
Victoria 3109,
Australia
Ph/Fax 6 13 98465380
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Results

events with good tunes played on an excellent 
pipe. In the M arches, M atthew  Sh ilto n - 
Hewett came second, Sean McClymont third, 
and Ju stin  C arter fou rth , w hile in the 
Strathspey and R eel, Sean came in second, 
M atthew  third, and Shane Grace fourth. 
Murray Cox therefore came out a clear over­
all winner, with Sean McClymont the run­
ner-up. Matthew Shilton-Hewett was award­
ed the Society’s prize for D rill, Dress and 
Discipline.

St. Andrew’s Games, July 29

Jn r. M arch : 1 C alum  B eato n  2 B arry  
Johnstone 3 Thomas Fraser 4 Alexander Hope 
Jnr. S&R: 1 Calum Beaton 2 Thomas Fraser 
3 Alexander Hope 4 Jonathon Graham 
Adult March: 1 Lom e Cousin 2 Gordon 
Maclean 3 Chris Armstrong 4 Louise Hay 
Adult S&R: 1 Chris Armstrong 2 Louise 
Hay 3 Gordon MacLean 4 James Murray 
Adult Jig : 1 Chris Armstrong 2 Gordon 
Maclean 3 James Murray 4 Bruce Erskine 
Overall: Chris Armstrong; Judges: R  Barnes, 
G Mitchelson

Lorient Festival

Macallan Trophy: 1 Robert Watt 2 Gordon 
Walker 3 Alexis Meunier 4 Brian Lamond 5 
Herve Le Floc’h
Piob.: 1 Roddy Macleod 2 Gordon Walker 3 
Andrew Bonar 4 Martin Frewen 5 R obert 
Watt
K itch en  P ipin g: 1 M ickael C o zien  2
Gordon Walker 3 Robert Duncan
Pipe B an d -B reton  Cham pionship: 1
Pontivy 2 Q uim per 3 Lokoal-M endon 4 
Auray 5 Cap-Caval

Dingwall, July 7

Piob: 1 Niall Matheson 2 Euan MacCrim- 
mon 3 Brian MacKenzie 4 Paul Maclelland 
March: 1 Niall Stewart 2 Euan MacCrim- 
mon 3 Andrew Hall 4 Lome Cousin 
S&R: 1 Niall Matheson 2 Euan MacCrim- 
mon 3 Andrew Hall 4 Lome Cousin 
6 /8  March and Jig: 1 Euan MacCrimmon 
2 Niall Stewart 3 Niall Matheson 4 Lom e 
Cousin
March 15-17: 1 Alex Taylor 2 Strath Urqu- 
hart 3 Calum Beaton 4 Conon Urquhart 
M SR: 1 C onon U rquhart 2 A Taylor 3

Calum Beaton 4 Alastair MacKenzie 
Piob: 1 Conon Urquhart 2 Calum Beaton 3 
John MacDonald 4 Strath Urquhart 
Judges: Iain M acFadyen, Jo h n  Burgess, 
Duncan Watson, Archie MacLean

Perth Games, August 12

Open Piobaireachd: 1. Greg W ilson, 2. 
Naill Matheson, 3. Stuart Shedden, Glasgow 
B&C Piobaireachd: 1. Fiona Manson (NZ),
2. Brian MacKenzie, 3. Casey Wilkes (NZ) 
M arch : 1. N aill M atheson , 2. C hris 
Armstrong, Bathgate, 3. Greg Wilson 
Strathspey & Reel: 1. Naill Matheson, 2. 
Chris Armstrong, 3. Greg Wilson
Jig : 1- Chris Armstrong, 2. Greg Wilson, 3. 
Ross Cowan

Durness Games, July 27

P iob : 1. N iall M atheson, 2. Joh n  Angus 
Smith, 3. Calum MacKenzie, 4. Brendan Eade 
March: 1. Niall Matheson, 2. Brendan Eade,
3. JA Smith, 4. Calum Mackenzie
S&R: 1. Niall Matheson, 2. Brendan Eade, 3.
JA  Smith, 4. Martin MacDonald
Jig: 1. John Mulhearn, 2. Calum MacKenzie,
3. JA Smith, 4. Paul MacLelland
U-15
March: 1. Cath. Maclennan 
Jig : 1. Cath. Maclennan 
15-18
M arch: 1. Clare Lynas 2. Joanne Shaw 3. 
Cath. Maclennan
S&R: 1. Clare Lynas 2. Cath. Maclennan 3.
Joanne Shaw
U-18
Piob: 1. Clare Lynas 2. Joanne Shaw
Jig : !• Clare Lynas 2. Joanne Shaw 3. Cath.
Maclennan
Judges: F MacRae, A Venters

Some o f  the Lorient winners
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Results

Dornoch Games, Aug 3
Open-13 entered
Piob: 1 Niall Matheson 2 Fred Morrison 3 
John Don MacKenzie 4 Brian Mackenzie 
March: 1 Fred Morrison 2 Brian Mackenzie 3 
Niall Matheson 4 John Don Mackenzie 
S& R: 1 Niall Matheson 2 Yvonne Mackenzie 
3 Fred Morrison 4 John Don Mackenzie 
Jigs: 1 Fred M orrison 2 Niall Matheson 3 
James Stewart 4 John Don Mackenzie 
U -15 March and S& R  (confined): 1 Cath. 
Maclennan
U -15 March (open): 1 Cath. Maclennan 
U -18
S& R: 1 Strath Urquhart 2 Conon Urquhart 3 
Joanne Shaw
M SR: 1 Conon Urquhart 2 Strath Urquhart 
3 Ruaridh Macleod
Jig: 1 Conon Urquhart 2 Joanne Shaw 3 Tom 
Henderson
Piob (17 and under): 1 Strath Urquhart 2 
Ruaridh Macleod 3 Conon Urquhart 
Judges: N M atheson, F M acR ae(p iob ), S 
Forbes, C McGoogan (light music)

Isle of Skye Highland Games, 
Aug 6, 7 & 8

Dunvegan Medal: 1. Duncan MacGillivray,
2. John Mulhearn, 3. Mary-Ann Mackinnon,
4. Brian MacKenzie, 5. James Stewart
Col. Jock Clasp (Holders of Dunvegan
M edal): 1. G reg W ilson , 2 . D r Angus
MacDonald, 3. William McCallum
6/8 M arches: 1. W illiam  M cC allum , 2.
Alasdair G illies, 3. Greg W ilson, 4. Euan
MacCrimmon, 5. Brendon Eade
Jigs: 1. Alasdair Gillies, 2. William McCallum,
3. Greg W ilson, 4. Innes Smith, 5. Pamela 
Whyte
2 /4  M arches: 1. W illiam  M cC allum , 2. 
Alasdair G illies, 3. Greg W ilson, 4. Euan 
MacCrimmon, 5. Dr Angus MacDonald 
Strathspeys & R eels: 1. Greg W ilson , 
2 .William McCallum, 3. Alasdair Gillies, 4. 
Euan MacCrimmon, 5.James Stewart 
Dr Allan MacDonald Cup: Alasdair Gillies 
H ighland S ociety  o f  London Gold 
Medal: William McCallum 
Local Piping Competitions -  Piobairea- 
chd: 1. Alisdair Brown, 2. Angus Nicolson, 3. 
Conon Urquhart
Light Music Medley: 1. Angus Nicolson, 2.

Conon Urquhart, 3. Alistair Brown 
O verall w inner Talisker Cup: Angus 
Nicolson
Field C om p etition  P iob aireach d : 1.
Strath Urquhart, 2. Alistair Brown, 3. Conon 
Urquhart, 4. Angus Nicolson 
March: 1. Alistair Brown, 2. Conon Urqu­
hart, 3. Calum Beaton, 4. Angus Nicolson 
Strathspey & Reel: 1. Angus Nicolson, 2. 
Alistair Brown, 3. Conon Urquhart, 4. Strath 
Urquhart
Jigs: 1. Angus Nicolson, 2. Alistair Brown, 3. 
Conon Urquhart, 4. Strath Urquhart 
Overall Winner Field Piping -  Toronto 
Cup: Alasdair Brown
Open Ju n io r P iping C om p etition s  
(under 18) -  Piobaireachd: 1. Alistair 
Brown, 2. Conon Urquhart, 3. Calum Beaton 
March Strathspey & Reel: 1. Angus Nicol­
son, 2. Calum Beaton, 3. Conon Urquhart 
T h e P eter B eaton  M em orial Trophy  
established by the Isle o f Skye Pipe Band for 
the overall best performance by a band piper 
in the local com petition went to Alasdair 
Connor.
*  A report on the Silver Chanter is on page
00.

Cowal Pipe Band Championship, 
Aug 25

St Thomas Episcopal School (USA), winners o f  
the Cowal Juvenile title

Grade 1: 1. Field Marshal Montgomery, 2. 
Boghall & Bathgate, 3. Shotts & Dykehead 
(Ensemble preference), 4. Strathclyde Police,
5. Sco ttish  Power, 6. R oyal U lster 
Constabulary
Grade 2: 1. Dumfries & Galloway, 2. Bleary 
& District, 3. Ballycoan, 4. Ravara, 5. Boghall 
& Bathgate, 6. Drambuie Kirkliston 
Grade 3A: 1. Milngavie, 2. Tullylagan, 3. 
O ban, 4. C oalb u rn , 5. B anbrid ge, 6. 
Leapoughs
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A. S. W arnock L t d _____________________

The Pipers Cave
MANUFACTURERS OF THE WORLD FAMOUS 'WAR-MAC' 

PIPE CHANTERS AND BAGPIPES FOR 35 YEARS.

•  Our skilled craftsmen offer a complete repair and refurbishment 
service on all makes of bagpipes to all pipers -  worldwide.

•  All piping and drumming accessories supplied both locally and 
overseas.

•  We also provide an excellent worldwide postal service.

For further details, contact:
M rs E. A. Kelso, 'The  P ipers C ave '

138 D u n g a n n o n  Road, C o o k sto w n  BT80 9BD  
Co. Tyrone, N orthe rn  Ire land

Tel: 01144 (0)28867 6361 5 Fax: 01144 (0)28867 62983

The only case you'll ever need

PipersPac™

Designed
by

pipers
for

pipers

Thick cushioning for the protection your pipes require 
Soft fleece lining for the luxury your pipes deserve

F o rg e t  t h a t  h ea v y , a w k w a r d  h a r d  c a s e ! T rav e l a n d  tr e k  c o m fo r ta b ly  a n d  
u n e n c u m b e r e d  w ith  th e  ru g g ed  lig h tw e ig h t  PipersPac™(patentspending)

minimal weight -  maximum strength 
instantly adjusts to handbag, S  
shoulder bag, or backpack 
handy zippered end pocket 
stows in overhead bin on plane

Featuring unique 3-ply construction: Dark green waterproof 
Cordura® outer shell ♦ dense closed-cell foam core
♦ Polar Fleece® lining ♦ cinch-in straps with Velcro® closures’* " * / ^
♦ heavy-duty marine zippers ♦ stainless steel hardware ...^

Re-sized at popular request to accom m odate the new canister bag system.
$ 160 each plus S&H For more information and to order:
US funds, Visa and M/C PipersPac™ , 70 Elm Street, Camden, Maine 04843 USA 
Immediate Shipping Tel: 207-236-3520 Fax: 207-236-0585

e-mail: kebarnes@midcoast.com or visit our W ebsite: piperspac.com

55

mailto:kebarnes@midcoast.com


Highest Award Highest Award

By Appointment 
to Her Majesty the Queen 

Bagpipe Makers
Edinburgh 1886 Glasgow, 1903-4

R.G. H ARDIE & CO.
p t l a k e r s  o i  i l j £  p i a r l i 1 2  ^ ¡ f i n e s t  b a g p i p e s  

INCORPORATING

PETER HENDERSON LTD.
Estab lish ed  1868

Sole Manufacturers of the 
famous Airtight Seasoning

Quality makers of:
Bagpipes, Sporrans & Highland Dress 

for over 125 years
1 ST. M U N G O  S T R E E T , B IS H O P B R IG G S , 

G L A S G O W  G 6 4  1Q T.
Telephone: 0141-772 6600 Telex: 777967 Fax: 0141-772 8803 
E-mail: info@rghardle. ukf. net Website: www. rghardie, ukf. net

Contractors to H.M. Government Telegrams: “Bagpipes Glasgow”
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Silver Chanter

played his tune just as we would like 
to play it, taking full advantage o f the 
beauty o f a tune from the golden age 
o f ceol mor and thoroughly deserved 
to win the Silver Chanter for the sec­
ond year in succession.The judge was 
Donald MacPherson. William Grant 
and Sons sponsored the event. At the 
end o f the evening, Alasdair Milne, 
Chairman o f the Trust, paid tribute 
to Sir Alastair Grant who died earlier

this year. Sir Alastair, in association 
with various companies, sponsored 
the Silver Chanter in former years 
and for a year or two had arranged 
sponsorship for the Stirling Castle 
lecture/recital. Greg W ilson then 
played the ground of the Lament for  
the Earl o f  Antrim, a favourite o f Sir 
Alistair’s. Lady Grant presented the 
Silver Chanter to the winner.

IfiLvt

History

land. T h is docu m ent, w hich was 
mentioned in our first article, was 
w ritten at R oystoun on the 13th 
January 1614 and was concerned  
with the killing o f John Sinclair and 
Arthur Smyth and the wounding o f 
James Sinclair, when Arthur Smyth a 
suspected cou n terfe it co in er was 
being apprehended by warrant o f the 
authorities. The name o f Donaldo 
M cC ruim ien lie pyper is included 
but the document is written mainly 
in Latin and several o f the forenames 
have been latinised. The three victims

are named as Joannis Synclair, Arthuri 
Smyth and Jacobi Synclair and the 
others listed include three m ore 
named Donaldo and others named 
N igello , Adamo, Angusio and 
W illie lm o . I f  this is evidence o f  
Italian origins then half o f Sutherland 
were Italians. T h e  priest Jo h n  
MacCrimmon is certainly the earliest 
M acC rim m on for whom we have 
documentary evidence but Malcolm 
M acCrim m on in Craigroy remains 
the earliest to be named as a piper.

%

Results

Grade 3B: 1. Syerla, 2. Inverness, 3. Troon 
Blackrock, 4. Inverkeithing & D istrict, 5. 
Turriff & District, 6. Inverclyde (Ensemble 
Preference)
Juvenile: 1. St Thomas Episcopal School 
(U SA ), 2. L och gelly  High S ch o o l, 3. 
Dumbarton & District, 4. M acN aughton’s 
Vale o f  A tholl, 5. Burntisland, 6. George 
Watson s College
Grade 4A: 1. Royal Burgh o f Stirling, 2.

Brother Matt Boyd Memorial, 3. Lomond & 
Clyde, 4. R A F Kinloss, 5. Annsborough, 6. 
Castlerock
Grade 4B: 1. Gortaclare, 2. Arbroath R BL , 3. 
Nairn, 4. Perth & District, 5. Kilsyth Thistle, 
6 .71  Engineer Regiment 
Novice Juvenile: 1. Seafield & District, 2. 
Paisley ,'3 .  47 th  C u lter, 4. B ow h ill, 5. 
Oldm eldrum  R B L , 6. Craigm ount High 
School
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P ip in g  tTim cs c r o s s w o r d

Test Your Knowledge

Across Down
1 and 11. Oban Gold Medal winner (4,3) 1. Attack (7)
5. Ladies march from here (9) 2. Games here in July (6)
7. T he audience does this (5) 3. O ne o f  the Murray brothers (5)
8. A native o f  Glasgow (6) 4. Pick this Prince (6)
9. Call the fox from his (4) 5. Angus Macpherson’s glen (6)
11. See 1 across 6. No swans here (4)
13. Sae will ye? (3) 10. He won the battle o f  Otterburn (4,3)
15. Comes before mont or Geste (4) 11. Sung by the Old Woman (7)
18. T he Argylls entered this hole (6) 12. This man went with the devil (6)
19. Siege here (5) 14. They put you out o f  the prize list (6)
20. H e w on the F o rm er W inn ers M S R  in 16. Argyll t h e --------- ’s w hole  thu nder

Copenhagen (3,6) born to wield (5)
21. The black one isn’t really (4) 17. C olin  heads this department in the

College (4)

Test your piping knowledge with the Piping Times Crossword. Each month send completed puzzles to 
PipingTimes, 16-24 Otago Street, Glasgow G12 8JH, Scotland, UK.The reader with the most correct 
answers over 12 issues will receive a £ 5 0  voucher for the College of Piping Shop. To qualify entries 
must be received before answers are published.
Last m o n th ’s solution: A cross  -  Dry Peas, Troops, Mount, Entry, Regards, Sleepy, Edward, 
Rannoch, Radio, Vital, Native, Salutes. D ow n  -  Dumfries, Young, Enter, Stress, Northern, Spey, 
Alasdair, Syphilis, Drones, Naval, Octet, Road. Crossword compiled by Jeannie Campbell.
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THE QUALITY BAGPIPE SHOP
New Premises: 202B Bath Street 

GLASGOW  
Scotland G2 4HF

Tel/Fax: +44 (0) 141 333 0639

BAGPIPES FOR ALL

THE No1 IN THE WORLD 
FOR BAGPIPE BAGS

Hand Stitched Sheepskin Bags

Cowhide Available at only £59

Main Distributors:
Tartantown 
Coquitlan 
BC Canada 
Tel: 604 936 8502
The British Shop 
Buffalo
New York, USA 
Tel: 716 874 6064
Scott's Highland Svs 
London Canada 
Tel: 519 453 0892
Burnett & Struth 
Barrie, Canada 
Tel: 705 728 2962

And Many More ...

Canmore & Zipper Bags Also Available.

YOU NAME IT WE'VE GOT IT

Hardies -  Naill -  Shepherd -  Pettigrew -  Booth -  Kintail -  MacCallum

FOR QUICK AND EASY ORDERING

Visit our website at www.beggbagpipes.com
THE BEST REEDS TO SUIT 

______YOUR NEEDS___

• Warnock
• Shepherd
• Anderson
• Ezeedrone
• SM90's
• Henderson -  Carbon Fibre
• Henderson -  Cane

ALL THE LATEST NEWS

Top Magazines in Stock:
Piping Times, RSPBA, Piper & Drummer
• Boxed Practice Chanter Kit
• Electronic Pipes
• All Tutorial Material Available
• Cases
• Bargain CD's and Books

GLASGOW CITY CENTRES OLDEST & BEST PIPING SHOP
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W M m

13 Oct -  Royal National Mod, 01463 
231 226
27 O ct -  Glenfiddich Piping 
Cham pionship, B lair Castle, B lair 
Atholl
3 Nov -  London Cham pionship; 
rogerhuth@aol.com 
8 Nov -  SPA Knockout first round, 
Glasgow High School Club, Old 
Anniesland, Glasgow 7.30.
SCHOOL
Weeks beginning Oct 8 and Oct 15, 
Autumn Schools, College o f Piping; 
£ 4 5  per week; adults and children 
catered for; all levels welcome; IoP 
exams; contact 0141 334 3587 
PIPE BAND
6 O ct -  Houghton Le Spring, Mr 
Kevin R eilly , 5 Gilpin Street, 
H oughton Le Spring, D H 4 5D R , 
01915 20650
13 Oct -  EGM on RSPBA’s Millenn­
ium Review proposals; 0141 221 5414 
BELLOWS
2 O ct -  Scottish Smallpipes class, 
Rona MacDonald, 0141 946 1448 
9-10 Nov -  Lowland and Border 
Pipers’ Society, Collogue and Concert 
/Ceilidh, Dunkeld/Birnam area.- Ian 
MacDonald: 0141 956 3911 
OVERSEAS
5 Oct -  Angus MacColl Concert, West 
Hartford, CT; Gary McBride, 001 860 
233 3925
6 Oct -  Flora MacDonald Highland 
Games, William Caudill, 001 910 276

8116
13 O ct -  Anne Arundel, Maryland 
Scottish Games, Helen Harlow, 001 
703 360 2150
19 Oct -  Stone Mountain; Norman 
Livermore 770 426 6881 
27 O ct -  Waxhaw Scottish Games 
(NC), Sally Warburton, 001 828 659 
2150
10 Nov -  EUSPBA AGM; tel: 800 443 
8952
10 Nov -  P/M Angus MacDonald 
Mem., Escondido, CA; www.angus- 
macdonaldmemorial.org 
RADIO
The BBC ’s Pipeline programme can be 
heard on FM 92.4/97.7 MHz; MW  
810 (Dumfries 585) and on Radio nan 
Gaidheal FM 103.5-105 at 5.05 PM 
on Sundays. Also on Sky Digital 929 
and available world-wide on the 
Internet at: www.bbc.co.uk/radioscot- 
land. Contact Iain Maclnnes, Senior 
Producer, Pipeline, Room  220, BBC  
R adio Scotland, Q ueen Margaret 
Drive, Glasgow, G12 8DG. Sundays 
2pm-2.30pm Tommy Miller -  Pipes & 
Drums from Radio Northern Ireland. 
Pipes and Drums April 1 to September 
2, Sundays 2pm, Thursdays 7pm. 
Thursdays 5.30pm Crunluath, Cailean 
Maclean, Radio Nan Gaidheal.
BBC  Northern Ireland can be heard 
on FM 92-95.4 MHz; MW 1341 kHz; 
Sky Digital Channel 929. A Touch of 
Tartan, Novem ber -  D ecem ber, 
Sundays 2pm,Thursdays 7pm.

Iphptn# (T im e s  Diary is compiled by Linda Crone. Let her know what is going on in 
your society or pipe band. Tell us when you are holding a contest or fund raiser. All Diary 
insertions are free. Send your Diary info to Linda at the College. E mail: college@ college- 
of-piping.co.uk or see page one for other contact details. Please check before travelling
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from  the sam e com pany that 
developed G O RE-TEX® fabric

• M aintenance free -  no seaso ning  
necessary, naturally  supple

• Pick up and play anytim e

• Autom atic m oisture control -  
even pitch and tone

• Ease of assem bly -  no tying in 
necessary

of Scotland
For a list of stockists, please 

contact:
W L Gore & Associates (UK) Ltd, 

Kirkton South Road, 
LIVINGSTON, West Lothian 

EH54 7BT.
Tel: 01506 460123 
Fax: 01506 462270 

www.gore.com

• Longer, m ore hygienic bag life

Creative Technologies 
W orldwide

pipe bag
CANMORE and GORE-TEX are registered trademarks of W L Gore & Associates (UK) Ltd 

Copyright © 1999, 2000, W L Gore & Associates (UK) Ltd

http://www.gore.com


www.shepherd-bagpipes.com

R.T. Shepherd & Son (Scotland) Ltd 
Tel: +44(0)1592 720130 
Fax: +44(0)1592 721857

977146896300811

http://www.shepherd-bagpipes.com

