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The McCallum drone valve has been designed specifically for use with the modern 
range of synthetic pipe bags. The valves provide greater control during introductions 
and enable a clean cut off at the conclusion of playing. The valves are pre set for 
tension and ready for use. If however the player feels the need for guidance in the 
fitting and setting of the valve the following instructions should be of help.

THE MCCALLUM DRONE VALVE IS NOT SUITABLE FOR USE IN SKIN BAGS

The valve is pre set and tested for tension prior to leaving 
the factory. If however the player feels the need to make 
adjustments this can be achieved by gently pulling on the 
elastic loop and moving the small rubber stop up or down 
to lessen or increase the tension. This will be achieved by 
trial and error and it should be noted that very minute 
movement of the rubber stop is required.

The valve has been designed to fit the vast majority of 
drone stocks. In order to achieve this it will be necessary 
to apply hemp to the valve in order to ensure a good, 
tight fit.

Once waxed hemp has been applied the valve is now ready 
for insertion into the bottom of the stock. If  hemp has 
been correctly wound, this fit should be fairly snug. The 
stock is now ready to be fitted to the bag .

£ 3 0 .0 0  PER SET

►
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P i p i n g  t K t n e s

SO M E thoughts on the Worlds. 
Firstly the facilities. These were 
the best yet with banked seating 

on both sides and at the top o f the 
arena. A seat in this stand cost £ 1 5  
per backside and this is probably the 
reason for the number o f gaps — that 
and the rain. Seating at the sides was 
free and full, but from the listener’s 
point o f  view things are still not 
ideal. It would be much better if  the 
bands faced their audience in a cres­
cent shape, much as the Breton bands 
do at their championships in Lorient, 
and brass bands do for their competi­
tions. For the listener the closed cir­
cle is probably the worst possible 
option. It may hide mistakes but it 
also hides the good points in the 
music, and there were plenty o f those 
at Glasgow Green.

Now to the repertoire. Bands have 
cracked the tone and fingering fron­
tiers. The standard in these depart­
ments is better than ever. The current 
weakness is in content. In the march, 
strathspey and reel, we heard the 
same tunes far too many times. Is 
there any way bands can be encour­
aged to play different tunes? Could 
the RSPBA  legislate for it?

In the medley mix there was a dis­
tinct improvement with much less by 
way o f the hand-knitted pieces we 
have come to expect, though there 
were still far too many o f these tune­
less wonders in medley intros. It is 
high tim e judges started docking 
points for poor content.

Strathspey playing too needs an 
overhaul. Drum corps persist in fill­

ing in the natural gaps between the 
main four beats o f these tunes pro­
ducing a rounded effect, the com ­
plete opposite o f what this snappy, 
brisk dance should be. We understand 
drummers lose points for simplicity if  
they don’t fill-in. Well, that should be 
counterbalanced by the ensemble 
ju d g e g iving cred it for beatings 
w hich match the melody and are 
appropriate to the rhythm o f  the 
tune. And so to the closing ceremony. 
In inclem ent weather the R SP B A  
should consider a truncated March 
Past. Wouldn’t it be enough for duty 
bands to form up in the centre o f the 
field with the other pipe majors and 
leading drummers (and other band 
members who wished) asked to con­
gregate around them? The names of 
those bands who deserve a mention 
for their efforts in getting here could 
then be announced to the crowd 
w ith the duty bands playing the 
salute to the chieftain, clearing the 
way for the presentation o f prizes. 
Everything could be over in 30 min­
utes instead o f the gloomy, hour and 
a half long, rain-sodden procession of 
200 bands we had to endure this 
year. And while we are on the subject 
o f crediting overseas bands it is about 
time Glasgow City Council laid on a 
reception for them. We have attended 
enough civic functions in the City 
Chambers to know that they are at 
least as deserving o f this honour as 
the assorted limbo-dancers and cur­
tain ring manufacturers we’ve rubbed 
shoulders with in that august edifice 
over the years.
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WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS

Canada Takes The Worlds 
Championship Again
R o b e r t  W a l l a c e

SIM O N  Fraser U niversity  o f  
Vancouver, Canada, have capped 
a great 12 m onths by being 

proclaim ed W orld Pipe Band 
Champions for the fourth time. Their 
victory at Glasgow Green last month 
was the high point o f a year which 
has seen them travel to Australia for a 
concert at Sydney Opera House and 
the release o f a CD made during that 
tour. At the Worlds they placed sec­
ond to Shotts and Dykehead in the 
March, Strathspey and R eel section 
o f  the C ham pionship , won the 
Medley section, and were runners up 
in the drumming with these com ­
bined placings giving them the over­
all title.

Second overall were Shotts and 
D ykehead w ith Field  M arshal 
M ontgom ery third. Overall drum­
m ing prize w ent to Boghall and 
Bathgate.

After his big win SFU pipe major 
Terry Lee said:

“It has been a wonderful year for 
the band. We started with a concert 
series in early January which culmi­
nated in our concert at the Sydney 
Opera House, and our new recording 
‘Down Under’. When all this can be 
topped w ith  a w in at Glasgow 
Green, in a very strong field, it makes 
all the hard work and dedication by 
the members o f  the band w orth­
w h ile .” T h e  SF U  were doubly 
delighted as their ju venile feeder

band, the R o b e r t  M alcolm  
Memorial, won that grade from Mike 
Cusack’s St Thomas Episcopal School 
band from Texas.

All o f the grade winners, with the 
exception o f Grades 4a and Novice 
Juvenile, came from outside Scotland 
with the Queensland Highlanders, 
Australia, taking Grade Two and the 
1st Royal Engineers, Sweden, taking 
Grade 3a making them probably the 
first grade World Champions from 
mainland Europe.

O n the day the w eather at 
Glasgow Green was deplorable with 
heavy on and o ff  rain and wind. 
Despite this bands in Grade O ne 
managed a rem arkable degree o f 
accuracy with their tuning. However 
few of the bands that made the finals 
managed to sustain their level o f per­
form ance across both disciplines. 
Field  M arshall M ontg om ery  can 
count themselves very unlucky. They 
were handicapped by a poor start in 
one event and by being on first in 
both. Maybe it is time for a separate 
draw for each. There were strong 
double showings too from Boghall 
and B athg ate and from  B ill 
L iv in g sto n e’s 78 th  Fraser 
Highlanders. Others to emerge with 
m ajor credits are David Urquhart 
Travel who sparkled with their new 
tuneful medley, and A lberta 
C aled onia w ho, con trary  to the 
im age portrayed by th e ir rather
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World Championships

threatening black shirts, played their 
m edley w ith sprightliness and a 
happy vigour. Here are my notes as 
taken down ringside:

MARCH, STRATHSPEY  
AND R EEL
Field Marshal -  Good tempo in 
march; excellent control; v. good bal­
ance with drones; tone sustaining 
into strath.; smoothly into reel; hardly 
a blemish; six sides provides good 
balance with pipes.
Strath. Police -  Good start; march 
not the best but well played; drum 
beating seems to hinder lift in strath.; 
good break to reel; good tem pi 
throughout; top hand getting thinner 
as performance progresses.

Third placed pipe major Richard Parkes will be 
hoping for  better luck next year.

Vale o f Atholl -  Good start, big 
sound; nice march; strath could have 
been brisker but quite well pointed; 
drums not helping in strath.; reel held 
back a wee bit; drones wavering in 
reel.
City o f Washington -  Nice start; 
tone a little  light; well expressed 
march; fingering v. good in strath.; 
fractionally early with break to reel; 
tone weakening here; too many sides 
for this pipe volume.
Boghall -  Lovely, clear ‘big’ sound; 
sympathetic playing from drummers 
in march; strathspey could have been 
pointed more; unusual settings to 
tunes; kept well together.
D Urquhart - V  good sound; enthu­
siastic drummers; good piping tech­
nique coming through in march; fed- 
up hearing this tune (Clan MacRae 
Society); some bottom  hand work 
(tachums) in 4th and 5th parts reel 
not together but overall a well played 
set.
Dysart -  Good start; some high As 
suspect; march well played; strath, too 
slow; subdued drone sound; break to 
reel too long and tempo sluggish. 
RUC -  Well away but tempo a little 
slow; runs in part endings should be 
pointed more; strathspey not pointed 
sufficiently by pipers; break to reel 
delayed too long; quite a good per­
formance but lacking focus.
S cottish  Pow er - V .  good start; 
excellent rich sound; running over 
beat notes in march; excellent finger- 
work but strathspey lacking a little 
expression, reel better; good tempi 
throughout.
Toronto Police -  Well away and a 
good sound; drones and chanters sus­
taining well despite rain; well played

(continued on page 29)
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Grand R affle fo r  Silver Pipes 
Boosts Building Fund

COLLEGE N O T E S______________________________

THE College Building Appeal 
is growing in size. The fund 
received a major boost from 

the College s highly successful ‘Three 
Men and Their Music’ recital series 
generously  sponsored by 
Glenmorangie Malt Whisky. In addi­
tion, our Grand Raffle has attracted a 
lot o f interest. Tickets are priced £ 2  
each. Three top quality sets o f pipes, 
worth in total more than .£8,000 are 
up for grabs. They are:

*  A set o f  pipes handcrafted 
D u n fion  bagpipes made in his 
unique, antique, style by Arran pipe 
maker H enry M urdo. These have 
been beautifully mounted in silver by 
Jim  H udgins, o f  the A berdeen 
Bagpipe Supply company, USA.

*  A set o f D Naill half-silver pipes 
which have an exquisite sound and 
have been fully engraved and mount­
ed with a special plaque commemo­
rating the new College building.

*  A set o f silver pipes donated by 
Alastair Fletcher the Glasgow based 
pipe maker who in a short time in 
business has established such a fine 
reputation for the quality and sound 
o f his instruments. The raffle will be 
drawn on December 21 and results 
printed in the PT and on our web­
site. I f  you would like to sell some 
tickets to your band or piping society 
on behalf o f the College please call 
Tom Campbell on: +44 (0) 141 334 
3587 or e mail him on college@col- 
lege-of-piping.co.uk

Those with an interest in College 
history might like to study the pho­
tographs below and overleaf to see 
how the College has developed over 
the years and compare it with how 
we hope to look in the future.

The College in the 1940s

. .  . and in the 1950s
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A family business specialising 
in all dress and bagpipe 

accessories . . .
covers, cords, ribbons, flashes, 

hand knitted hose, rosettes. 
As worn by Champion Piper 

Gordon Walker

Special rates for bands

Pibroch Wear Scotland 
99 Glaisnock Street 

Cumnock 
Ayrshire KA18 1JP 

Tel/Fax: +44 (0)1290 427045

P (973) 839-4761 
fax: (973) 835-7748 

e-raaiL: gerrypipes@aol.com
pRlces, thRoughoat the stoRe, haoe Been Renacen 

thanks to  ¿yotiR continue?) sappoRt.

pLease call, cmfte o r  e-raaiL geRR;y 
f  o r  a 2ooi cataLog

alw ays \n s t o c k
Bagpipes.- th e  Leaning raanapactaReRs  

hlghLano m e s s : corapLete Line 

pRactlce  pipes, shattLe pipes, 

srnaLLpipes, alLLean pipes

Electronic Practice Chanter
Fits in your pocket, uses earphones 

Touch control for volume/pitch 
Unforgiving at detecting crossing noises 

Perfect for traveling 
(with case) us $245.00 $225.00

Gvexiyth\nQ p  o r  p i p e R s  an  o  O R t i r o m e R s

pRernfeR mora pRonacts

Books, tapes, cos

Bags, cases, chantees, Reeos

--------- Gerry Rooney----------
28 Storms Place • Haskell, NJ 07420 USA 

1 Mile Off Rt. 287 Exit 55
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College Notes

. .  . and in the 80s

. . .  and in the 21st Century

Our updated R oll o f Honour o f 
those who have so kindly given 
donations to our fund is:
D E Ronald Seiler, Edinburgh; Patricia L Short, 
London; R  Cameron, Tyne & Wear; James R  
Hardie, Edinburgh; Claude Mancini, Switzerland 
Tom Powell, Scarborough; D Chris Oldroyd, 
Surrey; J  S Williams, Kent; Daniel M Rhymes, 
Switzerland; Elarry Piper, Kirkcudbrightshire; 
Susan M cIn tyre & Elizabeth M cIn tosh , 
Inverness; John Jex Long,, Aberdeenshire; Muriel 
& Russell Clayton, Fort William; R  D Leitch, 
D undee; Dave Allan, Scu nth orpe; Iain D 
M acCallum , Inverness-shire; Andrew Burns 
Boulton, Tasmania, Australia; Dr W  R  Stephens,

Alberta, Canada; Clyde R  Bougie, Ontario, 
Canada; Dr James Campbell, Rosyth; James 
Park, Sacram ento, U S A ; M ark E R yan , 
Anchorage, USA; David Allan, Cheshire; John 
R obertson May, Inverness; Dugald & Anne- 
Marie M urdoch, Sweden; Wellwood Barton, 
Dumfries; Roderick Guion, Perthshire; Flora 
MacNeill, Isle of Skye; Alasdair Milne, London; 
Ralph J Potter, London; Craig Chamberlain; 
Michael Martin M P; Henry Murdo; Ann & 
Arthur Korff, Neurs, USA; Bruce Hastings, 
Nottingham; Lise Porter, Nova Scotia, Canada; 
Brian T Smith, Florida, USA; Jackson Galloway, 
Boston, USA; Donald Ferguson, Glasgow; David 
W ight, Kent; Ewen M acKinnon, Hants; Bill 
MacAuley, Bakersfield, USA; Lachlan & Iain 
MacDougall, Glasgow; Gustaf Sivers, Sweden; 
Scottish Piping Society  o f  Lond on; A R  
Buchanan, Devon; Jim Butler, Kilwinning; David 
Prebble, Lincolnshire; A nonym ous; Achim  
W olsiffer-M aeding, G erm any; John Gillan, 
Wallanbah, Australia; Horst Krampe, Germany; 
Colin MacNeill, Edinburgh; J A Manson, Perth; 
Oliver Thinius, Germany; Ian Bailey, Cheshire; 
Michael Bates, West Sussex; Owen D Nash, 
Manchester; Dr R  S Ross, Bedford; Thomas 
Pearston, Glasgow; Dave M cNab, Kingstone, 
USA; James McQueen, Bristol; Glen Thompson, 
Torrance, USA; Dr & Mrs William Y  C Hong, 
New Jersey, USA; Peter C More, Inverness-shire; 
D Ward, Halifax; L Barron, Wilts; P /M  Black, 
Cum bria; R ob ert Beck, Tiree; Dr C Taylor, 
O ntario, Canada; John Lewis, U SA ; Flavio 
M anduley; Anonym ous; C olin M acFadyen, 
Perth; Mark Frost & Family, California, USA; 
P /M  Merton Cummins-Meade, Virginia, USA; 
P/M  Rose Fletcher Mellor, Manchester; W.A. 
R ob ertson , Auckland, New  Zealand; R o ry  
Sinclair, O n tario , Canada; Jurgen V such, 
C alifornia, U SA ; John Ramsay, A berdeen; 
W illiam  M cC allum , Argyll; J  H ans-H enry, 
G erm any; Sheila M acFadyen, Paisley; JB  
Rangeley, H erts; Lord Philip, Edinburgh; 
Anonymous; Jeff Nixon, Leeds; Lynn Jeffries, 
California, USA; Bob Black, Perthshire; Jim  
H udgins, Sterling Silver C o, U SA ; 
Glenmorangie Malt Whisky; Andrew Hassell, 
Texas, USA; Clint Adams, Texas, USA; Boyd 
Jew ett, California, U SA ; Jam es M cKasson, 
California, USA; M artha Shideler, Arizona, 
USA; Joseph Lynos, New York,USA; Robert 
Stail, California, USA; Chris Parke, California, 
USA; Masatoshi Kato, Japan; Anonymous
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And don’t forget your copies of the Tutor 1 CD. Let legendary teacher 
Seumas MacNeill guide you through your first lessons.
Teachers note: Worksheets to accompany Tutor I are now available 
from the College for only £5.00 for the complete set covering 22 les­
sons. A real boon in the classroom.

Another MUST is the College of Piping’s Tutor 2, the 
only bagpipe maintenance manual you’ll ever need, 
with chapters on reed manipulation, pipe selection, 
tuning and highland dress and deportment 
. . .  everything to help you make a successful tran­
sition from practice chanter to bagpipe. But don’t

experts say:

Donald MacPherson, Balbeggie, Perthshire
H  Robert Mathieson, of former World

Champions Shotts and Dykehead.
M M a jo r Gavin

Stoddart, Director of Army Bagpipe Music.
Buy both books and all your piping goods online at

Trade inquiries welcome. Fax: + 44 (0) 141 587 6068
www.college-of-piping.co.uk

College of Piping’s famous Tutor 1 is now available. 
The traditional way to learn a traditional art. More 
than 360,000 copies sold to date. Half a century’s 
teaching experience packed into one tutor. No won­
der it is the biggest selling pipe book of all time.

to

http://www.college-of-piping.co.uk


CONTEST REPORTS

Pipers Give Scant Attention to 
Timing o f  Their Tunes

A n d r e w  W r i g h t

The Clan Donald competition for  
the Donald MacDonald Quaich 
amused a great deal o f  controversy 
as reported in our last issue 
(right). Here the judge reports in 
detail on the performances.

T HE annual com petition for 
the D onald M acD onald  
Quaich was held on 15 June 

in the Clan Donald Centre, isle o f 
Skye. This competition is held to per­
petuate the settings and styles o f  
Donald M acD onald who in 1820 
published a book  en titled  “A 
Collection of Ancient Martial Music 
o f Caledonia called Piobaireachd. “ 
He is viewed today as one o f the pio­
neers o f putting piobaireachd music 
on to the stave and his settings along 
w ith those in the M acA rthu r 
M acG regor m anuscript are aired 
annually at this event.

The competition recital is spon­
sored by William Grant and Sons and 
four pipers are invited to play and are 
given the score o f one o f these tunes 
some five months in advance.

The tunes requested this year were 
all o f a special breed inasmuch as they 
had no taorluath and crunluath varia­
tions. These could have been earlier 
compositions which proceeded what 
is normally heard today on the com­
petition platform. The temptation has 
always been there to add concluding 
variations so that they might be heard

more often, and by using already 
established criteria and musical com- 
monsense, this would in most cases 
be reasonably straight forward to 
carry out. It would how ever be 
wrong to do so. These tunes have a 
special charm of their own and stand 
aloof from the rest o f the repertoire. 
They have great dignity and require 
to be handled w ith the greatest 
respect.

This competition could perhaps 
be viewed as a social occasion on the 
south end o f Skye. This year the audi­
ence could not have exceeded 30. 
The piobaireachd performances were



Ben Wyvis

7-9 Church St Inverness
Tel: 01463 715448 W I T H

s e W N

p r i d e___ - f  i  n i  i i i l  J - _______ _— ------wore
When you're 

buying a kilt you need to be 
sure the quality will last for the many 

special occasions you will attend over the years

PIPE BAND SPECIAL: We supply kilts
for Pipe Bands at the special discount price of £180

Our kilts are painstakingly hand-sewn to ensure you receive a 
perfect and lasting outfit.

p i  o b  r a t e  o r
37-43 HIGH STREET, BLAIRGOWRIE 

PERTHSHIRE, SCOTLAND, PH 10 6DA.
e-mail: piob.mhor@easynet.co.uk 

for QUALITY & CRAFTSMANSHIP 
We take price in our work, made on the premises at Piob Mhor in all 

aspects of Highland wear and pipe band equipment. We are highly 
specialised, making the following items:- 
Hand-Sewn Quality Worsted KILTS.

Hand-made FEATHER BONNETS & HACKLES.
Tailored Jackets and Vests.

Hand-crafted SPORRANS in all designs.
Hand-turned African Blackwood BAGPIPES.

In conjunction with the above, we make all the accessories relevant to each
craft and stock quality jewellery, tartans, gifts etc.

i S S S S H l
Please write, ‘phone or call. V /S A
Overseas orders welcome. ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

Tel: (01250) 872131  Fax• (01250) 874741
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Contest Reports

interspersed by music played on the 
clarsach and the fiddle, as well as pip­
ing by local junior pipers. In many 
ways these were the highlight o f the 
evening. T h e  m ain d ifference in 
M acD onald’s style compared with 
what is normally heard today is the 
way in which introductory cadences 
are w ritten . T hese are shown in 
MacDonald’s settings as three demi- 
semi-quaver grace notes as against 
today’s style where the middle o f 
these notes is given at least quaver 
and sometimes crotchet value. Players 
are o f course entitled to play them as 
they see fit, but if  played as written 
some value should be added to the 
notes in front o f these movements to 
maintain musical flow. This was given 
scant attention by the competitors.

The Brother’s Lament was the tune 
given to Colin MacLellan. It has a 
ground and three variations with the 
ground to be repeated. His bagpipe 
was o f extremely high pitch with the 
B note very sharp. This note occurs 
frequently in the tune. The playing 
could be described as tentative with 
the performer searching for what to 
do with the timing as he went along, 
concentrating more on what came 
next and getting through the piece 
without memory error. In this he 
failed as in the repeat o f the ground 
he changed over to the first variation. 
He was aware that he had done so. 
Throughout the performance there 
were many grace note inconsistencies 
from what was given in the specified 
score and the player was at least 
reluctant to stretch any note or lean 
into any note in order to create 
musical effect. He was unable to sus­
tain his drone tuning for the length

of the performance.
Jondon M ackenzie was given 

the Bard’s Lament which is a short 
piece consisting only o f a ground and 
variation. It has long sustained beats 
on the high G, and these can be very 
effective on a well-set pipe chanter. 
O ne o f  the main requirements in 
piobaireachd com petition today is 
the ability to bring to the platform a 
bagpipe which is properly set up and 
easily tuned. The required skill then is 
to tune the three drones so that they 
are in perfect harm ony and then 
bring these into tune with the low A 
on the pipe chanter. Each note on 
the chanter should have perfect into­
nation with the drones and this can 
be readily achieved today by the 
application o f tape to the chanter 
holes.

The instrument should be able to 
stay in tune for the length o f the per­
formance. Jondon’s bagpipe failed on 
every count, the most offensive note 
being the high G, w hich, in this 
piece, occupies some fifty per cent of 
the total length o f the tune. He was 
not able to properly execute the echo 
beats on the high G and these occur 
five times in the ground.

T h e  variation  o f  this tune is 
unique and consists o f  a series o f  
high A and high G notes separated by 
leumluath movements. On the score 
provided these are depicted by a 
series o f crotchets and it takes skill 
and thought to pulse these in line 
w ith  the m elody o f  the ground. 
Jondon was unable to do this and his 
note lengths varied on a random basis 
-  w hich co incided  w ith his arm 
coming on and off the bag as he tired 
during the perform ance. This is a
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KILTM AKERS &  TAILORS
Let Burnett’s & Struth M ake the Difference 

For over 30  years B urnett’s & Struth have been Canada’s premier 
kiltm akers & tailors, using only the finest cloth im ported from  
mills in Scotland. We at B urnett’s & Struth offer special advantages 
such  as a M aster K iltm ak er tra in ed  in all asp ects  of Scottish  
Traditions with a team  of expert Kiltmakers and Tailors to provide 
you with a high level of Customer Service that is “Second to N one”.

Visit our Retail Store and Receive the Friendliest o f Welcomes
61 Patterson Road, Barrie, On, Canada, L4N 7M4

(705) 728-3232
Fax: (705) 728-2962 

Email: sales@burnetts-struth.com 
Web Site: www.burnetts-struth.com

As a service to your pipe band/regiment we will stock your tartan for further speedy deliveries.
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Contest Reports

fault more com m on with learner 
pipers.

A nameless tune was chosen for 
Stuart Liddell. This is known today 
by its canntaireachd  vocables 
Hohorodo hao and it is a tune o f great 
beauty. It is a short tune and should 
have presented no problem to Stuart 
but he w ent o ff  the tune in the 
repeat o f  the ground and left the 
platform  w ithout com pleting the 
performance. It was obvious that he 
had not familiarised himself with the 
music.

Donald MacPhee was also given 
a nameless tune to play, a tune which 
appears only in the M acA rthu r 
Manuscript. It is a long piece and 
with the repeat o f the ground it has a 
playing time of fourteen minutes. It is 
one o f the gems of the piobaireachd 
repertoire although it is relatively 
unknown.

It also requires good high G into­
nation and Donald was able to pro­
vide this on a solid bagpipe. He exe­
cuted well the difficult and unique 
gracings and timings as given in the 
MacArthur score. If  the playing was a 
bit slow and careful, it was much 
superior to the other performances 
and he was awarded the D onald 
MacDonald Quaich.

O verall it was a disappointing 
event, with three out o f  the four 
players being ill-prepared. There was 
much evidence o f complacency and 
when it came time to deliver and 
play the p rescribed  pieces some 
pipers were unable to do so.

This can only be viewed as disre­
spectful to the audience, the organis­
ers and the sponsors, and perhaps 
most o f all, disrespectful to the music.

Springbank Invitational
B y  A n g u s  J  M a c L e ll a n

IN our younger days we were 
encouraged to ‘jo in  the navy’ and 
see the world. In these modern 

times that slogan could easily be 
changed to ‘learn the great highland 
bagpipe’ if  you want to travel.

D u rin g  the last few month's a 
number o f our top pipers have been 
invited to take part in competitions 
in Glasgow, Stornoway, San Francisco 
and Campbeltown. Invitational con­
tests are the thing nowadays and with 
good sponsorship, excellent hospitali­
ty and first class facilities, pipers at the 
top are being treated with the respect 
they deserve. One o f the most recent 
to jo in  the select band o f  m ajor 
events is the Springbank com peti­
tion , run by the K intyre P iping 
Society in Campbeltown. It was a 
great pleasure to jo in  my fellow  
judges Iain M acFadyen and Joh n  
Wilson in the Argyll Arms Hotel on 
June 9. A most pleasant drive down 
the Kintyre peninsula reminded me 
o f the natural beauty o f this part of 
Scotland and a warm welcome got 
the weekend off to a flying start. The 
Springbank contest has eight com ­
petitors invited at the discretion o f 
the committee, with six piobaireachd 
the requirement.

First on was Greg Wilson who 
was asked to play the Park 
Piobaireachd No2. On a lovely, well- 
balanced pipe Greg got us off to a 
good start with the ground nicely 
phrased. Maybe the taorluath and 
crunluath were a little on the smart 
side but overall a most enjoyable per­
formance. Gordon Walker followed



DUNFION BAGPIPES FROM THE ISLE OF ARRAN
Everyone is always looking for that little bit extra or something 
special when buying important items.

Well, here’s your chance to do just that if you are thinking of buy­
ing the Great Highland Bagpipe.

Craftsman Henry Murdo, working in the traditional way on the 
Island of Arran, has produced a bagpipe of superb tonal quality, 
giving that excellent balanced sound everyone is looking for.

A number of years of testing, combined with the knowledge and 
experience of Angus J . M acLellan (double Gold Medallist, ex  
Strathclyde Police), has gone into the production of this instrument.

The pipe can be made with traditional style combing on the drones 

or with a number of unique Celtic or Scottish designs, or even with 

your own initials carved on the drones in an eye-catching fashion.

Electronic Practice Chanter 
for the Great Highland Bagpipe
This full-size electronic bagpipe is ideal as a complement to the ordinary 

practice chanter
Fits in your pocket: 16mm x 225mm (5/8” x  9”)
Bring it to the pub, it’s a great conversation piece.

Uses earphones: Ideal for the commuter 

Natural C ft F. Disgustingly good at indicating crossing noise.

Contains all the electronics as well as the batteries: 

no extra box to plug in.
Designed using state-of-the-art technology:
• Surface mounting technology throughout
• Perfectly tuned by means of crystal oscillator and microprocessor 

control
• Touch control for volume
• More than 50 hours of playing without charge of batteries.

Agent for the Sterling Silver Company 
All products are of .9 2 5  sterling silver and 
are so stamped. All engraving is done by 

hand. Trade enquiries welcome.
Have your old ferrules replaced with silver? 

Also. USA agent for Dunfion, 
Aberdeen Bagpipes, P.0. Box 8 4 1918 , 

Houston, Texas, 7 7 2 8 4 -1 9 1 8  
Tel: 281 8 5 9  8 5 4 6  
Fax: 281 4 6 3  2169  

e.mail: aberdeen@ w t.net

Write to Henry Murdo at “Dunfion”, Corriegills, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8BL, Scotland
for further information or Telephone: (home) 01770 302393 (work) 01770 302587 

website: http://www.arransites.co.uk/bagpipes e.mail: dunfionbagpipes@btintemet.com

16

mailto:aberdeen@wt.net
http://www.arransites.co.uk/bagpipes
mailto:dunfionbagpipes@btintemet.com


Contest Reports

playing the MacKay’s Banner and for 
me Gordon never got his drone bal­
ance correct from the start and, with 
the drones drifting further out from 
the taorluath trebling on, and incon­
sistent use o f cadences, this was not 
one o f his better tunes. Third to play 
was Roddy M acLeod and he was 
asked to play the long and demand­
ing Craigellachie. He had a very good 
performance marred by the drones 
drifting from the taorluath doubling. 
P /M  Brian Donaldson, ex Scots 
Guards, was asked to play the magnif­
icent Lament fo r  the Children and he 
began on the slow side in the urlar 
and following variations. He picked 
up the tempo in the taorluath but 
was unfortunate to have his bass 
drone stop in the crunluath singling. 
Fifth to play was Niall Matheson, 
Inverness, with the Lament fo r  Donald 
Duaghal MacKay. W hen striking up 
the bagpipe it was noticeable how 
high pitched it was and I feared the 
worst. However, it was amazing how 
quickly the ear became accustomed 
to the pitch and Niall proceeded to 
play a good tune though I felt varia­
tion one was a little square and the 
theme notes could have been pointed 
a little more in the taorluath and 
crunluath. N ext on was local man 
Willie McCallum and he played the 
Big Spree on a beautiful, full-toned 
pipe, in excellent style. Maybe the 
tripling could have been considered a 
little tight but overall this was a first 
class performance. The penultimate 
co m p etitor was S tu art Liddell, 
Inveraray, playing MacLeod o f Colbeck’s 
Lament. For me the whole tune was 
on the slow side. Throughout the 
variation  singlings he was over­

stretching the ends o f phrases losing 
the flow o f the tune. Some untidy 
crunluaths and drones drifting did 
not help his case. R obert Wallace 
brought the competition to an end 
playing the Battle o f  the Pass o f Crieff. 
On a very good bagpipe he phrased 
the tune very w ell, hold ing the 
m elod ic line, then for some 
unknown reason went astray in the 
middle line o f the crunluath singling 
and from then on lost a little compo­
sure. After lunch it was time for the 
M S R  with each piper playing two 
marches, two strathspeys and two 
reels from the six submitted. Again 
this was a very enjoyable competition 
with some first class playing, though 
other performances were marred by 
untidy/tight/missing execution. If  
Robert Wallace was the unlucky man 
in the piobaireachd, then R oddy 
MacLeod was his counterpart in the

(continued on page 57)

Winner Willie McCallum
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Highland Bagpipes Individually 
Handcrafted in Scotland

A.J. Fletcher Ltd.
Highland Bagpipe Maker 

- Glasgow ~
Nicols Yard , Glenhead  Road , Lenzie G66 5LY Scotland  

O F F I C E  PHONE/FAXI +44 (0)141 776 3823 
W o r k s h o p : 0410 548073

e -m a i l : sales@fletcherbagpipes.com  
W e b s i t e : www.fletcherbagpipes.com

The SFU Pipe Band's new live recording 
from the Sydney Opera House in Australia!

Available at leading retail shops worldwide 
where LISMOR products are sold.

Order an autographed copy 
directly from the band at:

www.sfupipeband.com
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MY MONTH

Origins and Format fo r  the 
Donald MacDonald Quaich
D a v id  M u r r a y

‘I  beseech you, in the bowels o f  
Christ, think it possible you may 
be mistaken!’

T H U S did Oliver Cromwell, 
the Lord Protector, address 
the General Assembly o f the 

Church o f  Scotland in 1650. His 
words came to mind when reading in 
last month’s ‘Piping Times’ about the 
D onald  M acD onald  M em oria l 
Quaich Competition held in June at 
the Clan Donald Centre at Armadale 
on Skye. Perhaps a brief story about 
the origins o f the competition and 
how the conditions that apply were 
arrived at may be timely.

D uring the 1980s the name o f 
Donald MacDonald began to be res­
cued from the outer darkness where 
he and his works had languished. As 
we all now know, it was Donald who 
published the first book  o f  
piobaireachd w ritten on the stave 
about 1822 — there is some doubt 
about the precise date -  and on his 
death he left a manuscript containing 
other tunes. All subsequent writers of 
piobaireachd music on the stave have 
followed Donald’s system. The Clan 
Donald Lands Trust became interest­
ed in Donald, largely through the 
influence o f the late Admiral Roddy 
M acD onald , and the idea o f  
piobaireachd competition dedicated 
to him was mooted. Skye is a big 
island and Armadale is a long way

from  anyw here. T h e  venue, the 
restaurant at the C lan D onald 
Centre, could only seat a couple o f 
dozen so publicity was deliberately 
restricted. The Trust realised that an 
evening o f  solid piobaireachd was 
unlikely to attract more than a hand­
ful o f ‘aficionados’. It was therefore 
decided to resurrect the format o f the 
early Highland Society o f London 
competitions, where Gaelic songs and 
Highland dances were perform ed 
between the pipe tunes.

T h e  first D onald  M acD onald  
Quaich contest took place in 1986. It 
began with songs and dances per­
formed by local talent. After an inter­
val, the piobaireachd ‘leg’ followed. 
What happened was that almost all 
the audience walked out at the inter­
val, apart from a few enthusiasts, and 
the pipers played to an almost empty 
room. Donald’s tunes were played, 
but in the form published in our old 
friends PS and K. It was decided that 
the songs and dances would in future 
come between the tunes as in the old 
days. This it was hoped would help to 
keep the audience in their seats.

M y own co n n e ctio n  w ith the 
Donald MacDonald Quaich began in 
1987. It seemed to me that as the 
evening was to be devoted to Donald 
and his influence it was only appro­
priate that his settings should be 
given an airing. In the piobaireachd 
com petition on South U ist many
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"THE" BAGPIPE MAKER
47 Years Experience Fashions The Hand 

Crafting of the Dunbar Bagpipes
31- ¿©unbar (905) 646-2388
^agptpt M aker p i t .  n Ra^: (905) 646-2396
14 Keefer Road ^  ^
‘Port ‘Weiter
St. Catharines, Ont.,
Canada L29d 79(9

6 f f

‘Bagpipes made in the 
Kenderson ‘Tradition.
‘Repairs to afimates

o f Bagpipes. ^  ___________________

V < = # £ u n E  C7/i£m

Weß -  yjunv.dunßarßagpipes.on.ca 
‘E -m a if-  rzvp@dunßarßaßpipes.on.ca

Refurbishing a 
Speciafity. 

Suppiiers o f ai( 
accessories fo r the 

Bagpipes.

RODDY MacLEOD 
GOLD MEDALLIST

Providing a full range of 
tuition options

Shop & Museum

Mail Order Service

W orld  Class S ta ff

r *5»; <*&- ’ji

 ̂ v?y ' 1

k i

COUN MacLELLAN 
GOLD MEDALLIST

Subscribe to ‘Notes’ 
Our Quarterly Magazine

Shop On-Line @ 
www.thepipingcentre.co.uk

GREG WILSON 
COLD MEDALLIST

WILLIE MORRISON
GLEmDDICH MSR WINNER

\  The Highland Bagpipe Tutor Book - 
' a Step-by-Step Guide as Taught by 

The Piping Centre - On Sale Now!

GORDON WALKER 
GOLD MEDALLIST

THE PIPING CENTRE, .30-34 McPHATER STREET, GLASGOW, SCOTLAND G40HW TEL.: +44 (0) 141 353 0220 FAX: +44 (0) 141 353 1570 WEBSITE: www.thepipingcentre.co.uk S IM O N  M c K E R R E L L  

B A  (Scottish Music)

20

http://www.thepipingcentre.co.uk
http://www.thepipingcentre.co.uk


My Month

years earlier I had first heard Jimmy 
Young play Too Long in this Condition 
in Donald’s setting. Archie MacNab 
and I were the judges and we placed 
Jimmy first, somewhat to the disap­
proval o f the local audience, brought 
up on John MacDonald. That was not 
how ‘H e’ had played it! My appetite 
whetted, 1 took up ‘Too long’ and 
reconstructed ‘John Garve’ from the 
notes in B ook  5. W hen a copy o f 
Donald’s book came my way I tried 
out some o f his other settings. It was 
clear to me that there was nothing 
difficult about them nor was there 
anything unsound technically about 
Donald’s style. But a big mental read­
justment had to be made, because to

Jimmy Young, outstanding with 
Too Long In This Condition

most pipers, including myself, ‘the 
way we got it ’ is sacrosanct, to be 
defended to the death against all 
comers. I suggested to the Trust that 
we should set the tunes from  
Donald’s book and manuscripts and 
leave it to the pipers to decide 
whether they tackled Donald’s style 
or interpreted the setting according 
to PS and K. The decision was, how­
ever, that as the com petition was 
dedicated to Donald MacDonald we 
should hear the tunes in his style and 
settings. With this I was in complete 
agreement.

In these early days, it was clear that 
the pipers were not entirely comfort­
able with Donald’s settings, almost as 
if  by playing them they were in some 
way being disloyal to their teachers. 
But as time went by and Donald’s 
settings became accepted some splen­
did performances were turned in. 
Willie McCallum’s Lord Breadalhane’s 
March and Angus M a cC o ll’s Lady  
Margaret MacDonald’s Lament spring 
to mind, as does W illie M orrison’s 
Rout o f Glenfruin. There were others, 
but these three especially would have 
featured on the prize list anywhere. 
The singing and playing of the young 
people from the Lomond School at 
H elensburgh provided a pleasing 
contrast to the music o f the piob 
mhor, ‘forever screaming defiance or 
wailing in grief’.

Now, a word on the ‘oral tradi­
tion’. An emotive phrase, it can mean 
whatever you want it to mean. To 
some, the oral tradition is enshrined 
in the Piobaireachd Society’s series. 
To others, among whom I number 
myself, it is to be found among the 
19th and early 20th century sources.
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NOTICE!!
W A R N IN G !! W A R N IN G ?! 

Buying the wrong pipes can be haz­
ardous to your wealth!

Do YOUR pipes really stink??

W e l l . . .
you should have bought a set of MacMurchie's! 

They really are like a breath of fresh air! 
So, if you want to breathe a lot eas ie r. . .

contact: P/M David ‘Blue’ MacMurchie

nTaefflurehie Bagpipe makers
for further information contact us at 

Unit 47E , West End, West Calder, West Lothian EH55 8EJ 
j Phone: (01506) 8 7 2 3 3 3  • Fax: (01506) 8 8 5 2 2 0  

I Phone M e r Hours: ( ° 1 5 0 6 ) 8 8 3 9 3 9  • Mobile: 0 3 7 0 4  3 8 1 7 5
V  w w w .n iacm u rcliiebagp ip es.co .iik  • e .m ail: b lu e @ in a cm u rc liie b a g p ip e s .c o .u k

® OR OUR APPO IN TED  AG EN TS
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My Month

Robert Reid taught me to give the 
cadence ‘E ’ in Hiharin half the value 
o f  the ‘A ’ ; to play the so -called  
redundant ‘A ’ in the taorluath and 
crunluath ‘grips’; and to cut the final 
‘E ’ in the crunluath a mach. I don’t 
know what he taught anyone else, 
but that is what he taught me. He 
also wrote out the six piobaireachds I 
got from him in his own hand. I had 
never seen or heard o f  the 
Piobaireachd Society’s books until I 
went from R ob ert R eid  to W illie 
Ross in 1938. There was little differ­
ence between them. Can I therefore 
claim to have been taught originally 
in the ‘oral tradition’?

Dr. William Donaldson’s seminal 
‘T he Highland Pipe and Scottish 
Society 1750 -  1950’ treats in detail 
with the whole question of the oral

tradition vis-à-vis the later printed 
sources. His approach is perspicacious 
and clear-sighted, and his research has 
been meticulous, but his conclusions 
have been too readily dismissed. To 
those who have already written off 
Donaldson, I would, in Cromwell’s 
words, ‘beseech you, in the bowels of 
C h rist’ tn take another look

Wedding Day Piper
An independent company run by 
John & Fiona Campbell require 

pipers for work at home and 
abroad. No. 1 dress required. 

Good fees paid.
T el/ F a x : 0 2 3 8 0  2 6 8 8 3 5  

e -m a il:
Scottishpipercam 7ba@ supan et.com  

www. scottishpipers .co.uk

plmtse uf bagpipes
Bagpipe Sales, Supplies &  Repairs

639 Mangels Avenue • San Francisco, California 94127 
TEL/FAX (415) 452-4220 

Agent for David Naill, Wm. Sinclair & Son, Gillanders & McLeod, J. Dunbar, C.E. Kron
THE FINEST THE INDUSTRY HAS TO OFFER! PROMPT SERVICE 

FEATURING
Blackwood chanters by Naill and Sinclair, 
polypenco chanters by Naill and Dunbar

C.E. Kron products

Practice chanters in blackwood and polypenco 

“Bagpipe Music Writer” by Robert MacNeill -  
DOS-based software for writing and compos­
ing, specifically programmed for bagpipes

“Fast Trap” -  Revolutionary new, user 
friendly, tube-type water trap, currently 
being used by the Scots Guards 
“Bywell” Scottish Small Pipes by Ray Sloan 
Reeds by H. McNulty, J.K. McAllister,
G. MacLellan, G. Lumsden and Mark Wygent 
Full line of bagpipe accessories, cases and 
electronic chanters 
Books and Music

Applications available for 7A e College o f P iping
California Cum mer Sch o o l fo r CPipers a n d  Drumm ers, and the Piping dimes

Ask about the College of Piping, Prince Edward Island, Canada. Call or write for repair 
information and for prices and availability of other makes of pipes.

We accept MasterCard, Visa, American Express, Discover!
By Appointment Only Lynne and Gail Miller
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www.kilberry.com
ILBERRY M anufacturers o f  Highland,

BAGPIPES EDINBURGH Scottish Sm all and  Cham ber Pipes
Top quality at very realistic prices,

For free colour brochure and price list contact:

KILBERRY BAGPIPES
38 lochrin Buildings, Gilmore Place, Edinburgh EH3 9ND, Scotland.

Tel: (0131) 221 9925 Tax: (0131) 228 1060 Email: kilberry@compuserve.com
*  HIGHLAND PIPES FROM £549.95
❖  WOOD OR PLASTIC PRACTICE 

CHANTERS
*  ALL PIPING ACCESSORIES KEPT IN 

STOCK
*  REPAIRS AND REFURBISHMENT OF 

PIPES
❖  REEDS, BOOKS, CD S, TAPES ETC.
♦ SMALL PIPES - BELLOWS/MOUTH 

BLOWN
❖  KILBERRY POLYPENCO PIPE 

CHANTER
v  PREMIER RANGE AVAILABLE b r

Scotland’s most dynamic highland & 
pipeband o u tle t . . .  lots of style, 

loads of experience.

p  Proprietor:
' NEIL MANDERSON

e c o s s a i s
3-6 Canonmills Bridge Edinburgh EH3 5LF (formerly Budget Tiles shop) 
Tel: 0131 556 9357 Fax: 0131 556 9980 (customer parking at rear of shop) 

W e b :  w w w .c l a s s i c k i l t s . c o m

* highland dress
* made to measure
* pipe band outfitting
* quantity discount
* band member discount
* sales & hire
* discount offers
* open 7
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BE A BETTER PIPER

Proper Posture Im portant 
For Piping Progress
R o b e r t  W a l l a c e

Posture

MA N Y fingering problems 
begin from day one o f a 
piper’s career. They start the 

minute they are taught how to place 
the fingers on the practice chanter. 
Yes, the fingers must be straight using 
the mid-sections o f the bottom hand 
and the tops o f the top hand. Yes, the 
mouthpiece should be held in the 
middle o f the mouth. But there are 
other rules which must be followed if 
correct posture -  and therefore ease 
o f finger movement -  is to be main­
tained as the pupil makes his or her 
way through Tutor 1. Teachers should 
check the pupil’s wrists. Is there a 
kink in them? If so the extensor ten­
dons which operate the fingers are 
being asked to do extra work as they 
will have to negotiate the corner cre­
ated by the buckled joint. If  we want 
all component parts o f the forearm 
and hand to work as efficiently as 
possible the rule has to be that from 
knuckle to elbow insist on a straight 
arm. By keeping the elbows close to 
the rib cage the fingers should be

able to form an angle o f roughly 130 
degrees with the forearm, with no 
bend at all at the wrist. Study the dia­
grams below for a bird’s eye view of 
what is required. Other posture prob­
lems arise from instructors insisting 
that pupils place chanter bottoms on 
a table so that they can see the pupil’s 
fingers. There are couple o f difficul­
ties with this. I f  he or she is very 
small then the chanter will end up 
being held almost horizontally result­
ing in the fingers, wrists, forearm and 
elbows assuming extremely awkward 
positions. Fingers may be dragged 
from chanter holes, wrists will bend 
and elbows spread-eagle. If  you must 
see the fingers (and I think you must) 
then get a higher chair for the child 
or lower the table -  use a coffee table 
instead o f the kitchen variety. Young 
eyes will have no difficulty in adjust­
ing to the slightly increased reading 
distance. If  there is a group of young 
pupils then they can stand to play as 
their turn arises. Alternatively you 
may ask the child to move back from

knuckli

RIGHT WRONG
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Be A Better Piper

the table and rest the chanter on the 
thigh. Resting the chanter in this way 
should only be encouraged for a 
short period o f time however. The 
aim should always be to get the pupil 
to hold the practice chanter as you 
would a pipe chanter, not resting on 
anything and in a perpendicular fash­
ion -  not tucked into to the tummy 
nor pointing away from the body. 
This way practice on the practice 
chanter will simulate as closely as 
possible playing on the pipe.

The basic posture and positioning 
o f  the fingers as described above 
should never be compromised if  the 
young, and not so young, learner is to 
be given the best possible chance of 
mastering the considerable fingering 
intricacies associated with the great 
Highland bagpipe.

%

othes
eeds

ter ReedsPipe
Practice

Proprietor: Bill Stepnen
Gordon Highlanders 

)thian & Borders Police
27 Cadham Centre 

Glenrothes, Fife KY7 6RU 
e-mail: rothesreeds@talk21.com  

tel: 01592 748804

‘GLENNIE’ PIPE BAGS
-  more air to spare -

Handstitched and crafted in the highest quality supple leather 
to our exclusive design, with a seamless neck for easy tying on. 

Enjoy your piping with less effort!
Your ‘Glennie’ Pipe Bag holds it’s air and shape ready for the strike and 

is a perfect balance for the drones. Made in the UK by pipers.
Fully guaranteed and pressure tested to BS1780:1985.

Airtight 
Absorbent 
Maintenance free 
Suitable for all climates 
Trade supplied 
Tying on service available

Post to: The ‘Glennie’ Pipe Bag Company, Siddington, Macclesfield,
Cheshire, UK. SK11 9JU. Office fax/phone: 44(0)1625 860152 

E-mail: glennie@glenniepipebags.freeserve.co.uk 

Or visit our website: www.glenniepipebags.freeserve.co.uk

S i z e s ( in c h e s ) ( c m ) U K O v e r s e a s
S m a l l 2 7 .5  x 10 7 0  x 2 5 .5 £ 8 2 £ 8 8

M e d iu m 2 8 .5  x  11 7 2 .5  x 28 £ 8 7 £ 9 3
L a r g e 2 9 .5  x 1 1 .5 7 5  x  2 9 £ 9 3 £ 1 0 0

E x - la r g e 3 0  x  12 7 6  x 3 0 .5 £ 10 1 £ 1 0 8

All prices include 
post & packaging 
Credit cards UK & 

worldwide accepted 
(Please state credit card 
number & expiry date) 
UK cheques welcome
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You don't need to be the 
best to play the best!

K. Pettigrew Bagpipes
DHD Ltd, 18 Glebe Street, Glasgow G4 OEU

www.bagpipes.co.uk
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TÜOMSOAi 6  S O J [  LLÖ
KAOPTPES £ ^GGSSSOPrSS

Quality Sa5.es and. SedUice

■ ß d G P T P S S  6 0 < M / n £ ß S
Mac-MudcKie -  Dunbad -  Gibson -  <fclaudit -  Mc-Öaddum - J fa M  -  Sv/adnocfe 

Sdectdonic Bagpipes by f?oss -  Riactice Pipes by "Bagpipes Gadode

SJVULL ptpss
Mac.M^c.K.ie -  Gibson -  Sdoan -  ^adsK

P8SDS
_/4ppS — «Handie — <fela/ikneSS — <fclendedSon — Joftnstone — Lumsden 

Meganity ßoss -  i?oiKes -  SKepiledd -  SzeeD/ione -  St/ygent -  McAfudty

GtOGSSSOPlES 6 MGtlAfiGiMiiGS U£Ms
Bag s, Bag G o i m s , Oodds, Gases, Bdowpipes 

f̂udd dine ojj maintenance items.

Books
Ladge sedeCtion ojy Music and Tütod Books

S0 5 'R\MP£
Bagpipe Music Sv/ditex -  PiobMasted Music cWdited 

' Ddumsciobb DdUm St/dited

SAVE TIME AND MONEY 
SHOP & ORDER ON OUR 

SECURE WEBSITE
w w w .thom sonbagpipes.com

Jim Thomson Pdopdietod 
2160 Ji4tk  S t. #102 
^dagsta(j(j, A l  
86004
TV3~ax 520-522-8797 

Toll 2fdee 1-877-523-8797

Gv/e accept 
MastedCadd 
tyisa 
"DiscoCed 

Îmedican Sxpdess

OS/AfSD 6 OP8G4IED PlPSßs PTPSßs
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World Championships

march and good breaks throughout; 
three or four shaky moments but 
overall commendable.
78th Frasers - V  good start; low G 
suspect; nicely expressed march; good 
lift in strathspey; good steady playing 
in reel; first class performance.
SFU -  Tone seems softer than usual; 
drones pow erful com pared to 
chanters; tempi and fingering good 
but something missing in sound—  
not up to their usual high standard. 
Shotts -  Well away; low Gs seem a 
little flat in Captain Carswell; very 
together throughout; excellent tempi; 
quality fingering; v good perf. 
Alberta Caledonia -  Well away; 
march could be up in tempo a little; 
some pipers not together; tempo 
needs to be raised in S& R ; drones 
drifting; error into reel; poor finish.

M EDLEY

Field Marshal -  Good start; non­
descript starting ‘tune’ and second jig; 
tone excellent; effortless playing; slow 
air could have been taken a little less 
brisk ly ; con fid en t and sm ooth 
throughout; hard to beat this. 
Strathclyde Police -  Non descript 
start ‘tu n e ’ ; seconds to j ig  seem 
meaningless; strathspeys, a tune!; a 
slick medley hampered by poor tunes 
and seconds used for token, rather 
than musical, effect; tone better than 
M SR.
Vale o f Atholl -  O ne chanter in 
early; nice start tune; good sound, 
better than M SR ; strathspeys slug­
gish; break from slow air to jigs too 
long; a tuneful selection at the start; 
could let go more; weak ending.
City o f Washington -  Start tune 
went on too long; strathspey played

with a nice lift but some pipers not 
quite with it; tone better than M SR ; 
a lot to digest in this medley but it 
needs to be much crisper in execu­
tion; a good effort nevertheless. 
Boghall -  Good start; good break to 
jig ; tone sustaining well; slow air 
effective; excellent fingering in strath; 
neat breaks throughout; very good 
effort.
David Urquhart -  Good start; non­
descript start tune; n ice jig ; well 
played tunes; good ‘big’ sound; much 
improved band; good performance 
despite drummers forcing a little. 
Dysart & Dundonald -  Good start; 
non-descript start tune; tone better 
than M S R , though some high As 
thin; jigs too slow; melody in slow air 
obscured by ‘harmony’; straths, again 
sluggish; quite a good selection over­
all but band needs to ‘go for it’ more. 
RUC -  Good start; seem more confi­
dent than in M SR ; tone better; good 
quality o f  tunes; very well played 
reels; no blemishes; strong playing. 
Scottish Power -  Good start; non­
descript start tune; big, bold sound; 
jigs good; slow air a bit ‘iffy’; strath­
speys much better than in M SR ; bass 
overdoing it in places; trailing drones 
and weak D at end but an excellent 
performance overall.
Toronto Police -  Non descript start 
tune; jigs this open need to be played 
faster; bold tone; slow air effective; 
overall the medley needs to have 
more attack-taken to the edge but 
with control.
78th Frasers -  One piper not away; 
non descript start tune; nice brisk 
strathspeys; lovely slow air and no 
harmony-how refreshing!-jigs lacked 
melody; excellent finish.
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SFU  -  M uch b etter  sound than 
M SR ; good punchy attack to playing; 
lovely effects in slow air; real quality 
sound this time; Old Woman’s Dance 
could be brisker if  played ‘straight’ 
like this; melody obscured in final 
tune but well played.
Shotts -  Good attack; iffy opening 
march; very effective slow air; good 
strathspeys; quality o f some tunes sus­
pect; good, but not as inspired a per­
formance as other years.
Alberta Caledonia -  Good start; 
nice, bold sound, chanters true; non­
descript start tune; steady strathspeys; 
good tempo in reels; a different band 
than in M S R ; overall a very good 
medley.

A ll the Worlds Results 
at a Glance

Grade One Final Placings
1. Sim on Fraser University (Canada) 16pts;
2. Shotts & Dykehead (Scotland) 21pts;
3 . F ield  M arshal M o n tg o m ery  (N o rth ern  
Ireland) 27pts
4. Boghall & Bathgate (Scotland) 29pts
5. Scottish Power (Scotland) 40pts
6. 78th Fraser Highlanders (Canada) 56pts
7. Alberta Caledonia (Canada)
8. Strathclyde Police (Scotland)
9. R o y a l U ls te r  C o n stab u lary  (N o rth e rn  
Ireland)
10. M acN aughton’s Vale ofA tholl (Scotland)
11. Dysart & Dundonald (Scotland)
12. City o f  Washington (USA)
13. David Urquhart Travel (Scotland)
14 . Toronto Police (Canada)
M SR Final (Ju d g es’ p lacings a fter band 
name)
(Judges: P ip in g  -  R .  W o rra ll, A . W rig h t; 
D rum m ing -W . Young;
Ensemble - J .  Kennedy)
1. Sh o tts- 1 ,4 ,3 ,2
2. S F U - 3 ,5 ,2 ,1
3. B o g h all- 7 ,1 ,1 ,3

What it means to win the Worlds . . . SFU with Terry 1

4. FMM -  2,2,4,4
5. Scottish Power -  4,9,5,7
6. Vale ofAtholl -  11,7,6,5
7. 78th Frasers -  5,6,9,9
8. Strathclyde -  9,10,7,6
9. Alberta -  6,3,14,11
10. City ofWashington -  8,8,12,13
11. Dysart -  10,12,10,10
12. David Urcjuhart -  14,11,13,8
13. R U C - 12,14,8,14
14. Toronto Police -  13,13,11,12 
Medley Final
(Judges: Piping -  H. McNulty, N. Russell;
Drumming -  A. Dowling;
Ensemble -  G. Summon)
1 .S F U - 1,1,1,2 )
2. Shotts -  4,3,3,1
3. Scottish Power -  2,5,5,3 \
4. FMM -  3,2,6,4 *
5. Boghall -  6,4,2,5
6. RUC -  7,8,4,7
7 .78th Frasers -  5,7,7,8 
8.Alberta- 8,6,11,6
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ith Terry Lee centre just after the result was announced.

9. Strathclyde -  10,9,10,9
10. Dysart- 11,10,8,10
11. Toronto Police -  12,14,9,13
12. David Urquhart — 9,13,12,14
13. City ofWashington -  14,11,14,11
14. Vale ofA th oU -13,12,13,12 
Grade 2 (MSR)
(Judges: Piping -  D. Clark, L. Ingram; 
Drumming -  W. Reynolds;
Ensemble -  M. McKenzie)
1. Queensland Highlanders (Australia)
2. Niagara Regional Police (Canada)
3. Dumfries & Galloway Constabulary
4. Prince Charles (USA)
5. Boghall & Bathgate
6. Ravara 
Grade 3A
(Judges: Piping -  H. Stevenson, J. Wilson; 
Drumming -  J. Hutton;
Ensemble -  C. Mordaunt)
1.1st Royal Engineers (Sweden)
2. Midlothian & Metropolitan Police (USA)
3. Tullylagan

4. M acDonald Caledonia (Canada)
5. Benoni (South Africa)
6. Chilliwack & D istrict (Canada)
Grade 3B
(Judges: Piping -  J .  Cam pbell, D. Cardwell; 
Drum m ing -  H. Russell;
Ensemble -  G. Lumsden)
1. Ballydonaghy
2. Lyon College (USA)
3. Syerla
4 .  Tullintrain
5. Colm cille
6. Fintan Lalor (Ireland)
Juvenile
(Judges: Piping -  A. Ronaldson, G. Shepherd; 
D rum m ing — G. Parkes;
Ensemble -  J . M aclnnes)
1. R o b ert M alcolm  M em orial (Canada)
2. St. Thom as Episcopal School (USA)
3. Lochgelly High School
4. D um barton & District
5. M acN aughton’sVale o f  Atholl
6. Burntisland 
Grade 4A
(Ju d g es: P ip in g  -  E . N e ig h , I R o d d ic k ; 
Drum m ing -  W. Dunlop;
Ensemble -  J . Noble)
1. Royal Burgh o f  Stirling
2. Castlerock
3. Lom ond & Clyde
4. Finvoy
5. Bro. M att Boyd M em orial
6. Bellaghy 
Grade 4B (Final)
(Ju d ges: P ip in g  -  R .  S h ep h erd , T . D e a r ; 
D rum m ing -  A. Steele; Ensemble -  A. Aitken)
1. Aughintober
2. Arbroath R B L
3. St Laurence O ’Toole/St Joseph’s (Ireland)
4. Gortaclare
5. Kinglassie & District
6 .1 s t Royal Engineers (Sweden)
Novice Juvenile
(Jud ges: P ip in g  -  R .  S h ep h erd , T . D e a r ; 
Drum m ing — A. Steele;
Ensemble -  A. Aitken)
1. Paisley
2. M onkstow n Mossley
3. Lochgelly High School
4. 47th Culter Boys Brigade
5. Bow hill
6. Craigmount High School. ^
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The Great Highland £  
Bagpipe Company
The UK’s Leading Independent 
Bagpipe Retailers
• A Comprehensive Range of Top Quality Bagpipes 

always in stock

• Large stock o f Standard & Long Practice Chanters

• Full range of Piping Accessories

• Second Hand Bagpipes taken in Part Exchange

• Ask abour our Splendid Range o f Carrying Cases

• A Complete Kilt & Highland Outfitting Service -  
Band Discounts available

-<| Our Service is Second to None >̂-
For sound professional advice call in and see us or -

Telephone: 01324 638575 Day
01324 563792  Evening 

Fax: 01324  611149

56 Cow Wynd, Falkirk FK1 1PU
M ail O rd er &  T e le p h o n e  S a le s  A ll M a jo r  C red it C ards A ccep ted

^  The Biggest N am e in Bagpipes Today -
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T H E P T  Noticeboard is open to any piping society, pipe band or individual. Publicise your 
com petition or other event free o f  charge by writing, faxing or e-m ailing us at the usual 
address. Selling pipes? Small advertisements cost £ 5  but are carried free o f  charge for all 

P T  subscribers and College members. Please state membership no. and/or date o f  subscription 
when submitting advertisement in writing.

Piping CentreYour Piping Times
A S f r o m  n e x t  m o n t h  

(O c to b e r )  th e  co v e r p r ic e  o f  
th e  P ip in g  T im e s  w ill rise  to  

.£ 1 .4 5 .  T h is  is th e  first in c re a se  fo r  
tw o  years  an d  r e f le c ts  in c re a se s  in  
p ro d u c tio n  costs. N e w  su b s cr ip tio n  
ra te s  are  as fo llo w s : U K  £ 2 1 ;  U S  
$ 5 3 ;  C an ad a $ 6 9 ;  E u ro p e  £ 2 5 ,  R e s t  
o f  W o r ld  £ 3 0 .  Y o u  c a n  o f fs e t  th e  
in c r e a s e  in  y o u r  s u b s c r i p t i o n  b y  
in tro d u c in g  a fr ie n d  to  th e  d eligh ts 
o f  th e  w o rld ’s fav o u rite  p ip in g  m ag ­
azine. A  1 0 %  r e d u c tio n  aw aits an y ­
o n e  w h o  sends in  a n e w  s u b s c r ip ­
t io n  w ith  th e ir  o w n  renew al.

M emorial
T H E  to w n  o f  F o r t  W illia m  has 

d e d ica te d  a c o m m e m o r a tiv e  
b e n c h  to  L o c h a b e r  p ip e r  

A le c  M a c D o n a l d .  A le c  f o u n d e d  
L o c h a b e r  S c h o o l ’s p ip e  b a n d  an d , 
a lo n g  w i t h  t h e  la t e  P / M  E v a n  
M a c R a e ,  d id  tr e m e n d o u s  w o r k  in  
fo s te r in g  th e  n a tio n a l m u sic  in  th e  
area. A le c  d ied  in  1 9 9 8 . P ip ers fro m  
th e  b a n d  a t te n d e d  th e  d e d ic a t io n  
c e r e m o n y  as d id  E v a n ’s w id o w  
M o lly  and A le c ’s w id o w  C a th e r in e .

T U A R T  L id d e l l  a n d  C o l i n  
M a c L e lla n  have le ft  th e ir  jo b s  
at G la s g o w ’s P ip in g  C e n tr e  to  

ta k e  up  n e w  p o s i t io n s  in  p ip in g . 
S t u a r t ,  la s t  y e a r ’s I n v e r n e s s  G o ld  
M ed a llis t and still a m e m b e r  o f  th e  
S F U  p ip e  b a n d  in  C a n a d a ,  n o w  
w o r k s  f o r  r e e d  m a k in g  c o m p a n y  
P ip e  D r e a m s . C o l in ,  f o r m e r ly  th e  
C e n tr e ’s E d u ca tio n  O ffic e r , has taken  
a jo b  te a ch in g  at a p riv ate  sch o o l in 
E d in b u r g h . Ja m e s  M a c L e a n , a p a rt 
tim e  te a c h e r  at th e  C e n tre , has also 
l e f t .  H is  j o b  h a s  b e e n  t a k e n  b y  
S im o n  M c K e r r a ll  a re c e n t  g rad u ate  
fro m  th e  R S A M D  S c o t t is h  M u s ic  
c o u r s e .  T h e  R S A M D  w h o  w o r k  
c lo s e ly  w ith  th e  C e n t r e  o n  t h e i r  
S c o tt is h  M u s ic  d e g re e  c o u rs e  have 
p u r c h a s e d  la n d  a d ja c e n t  to  t h e  
C e n t r e  in  M c P h a t e r  S t r e e t .  T h e  
R S A M D  a re  p l a n n i n g  s t u d e n t  
a c c o m m o d a tio n  o n  th e  site  fo rm e r ly  
o w n ed  b y  a bus com pany .

• J e a n n i e  C a m p b e l l ’s n e w  b o o k  
‘H ig h la n d  B a g p ip e  M a k e r s ’ is n o w  
o u t and  costs £ 1 8  fro m  th e  C o lle g e . 
A  re v ie w  o f  th is m o st c o m p r e h e n ­
sive w o rk , w h ic h  to o k  fo u r years to  
prepare, w ill ap p ear in  due cou rse .

0  0
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GEOFFREY
(TAILOR)

K IL T M A K E R S  & W E A V E R S
Head Office. Main Shop. Mail Order. Corporate & Pipe Band.

57/59 High St. 
The Royal Mile. 
EDINBURGH 

EH1 1SR 
Scotland U.K.

Tel: (0)131 557 0256 
Fax: (0)131 556 0615
email:
e n q u ir ie s @ g e o f f r e y k ilt s .c o .u k
web:
www.geoffreykilts.co.uk
U.S.A. & Canada Free Hotline:

1 800 566 1467
London service:
In Lo n d o n  eve ry  4-6 w e e k s . 

S h o w ro o m  for 
V iew in g  & F itt in g s
(Call Edinburgh Branch for an appointment) 

Branches at:
309 S a u c h ie h a ll St. 

G L A S G O W  
0141 331 2388  

2 M a cG re g o r C o u rt  
A rg y ll S q . O B A N  

01631 570557

y  FiMNWmctl 
tPf Old I own 

W t AV ISO C o
ik'htIK t'V M.n .«IMih

G E O F F R E Y  (T A IL O R )’S  
TA R T A N  W E A V IN G  M ILL, 

EX H IB IT IO N  & S T O R E(next to Edinburgh Castle) Tel: 0131 226 1555
H o w ie  R  N ic h o ls b y ’s

Would Beethoven 
have bought his 
“Frills” at a 
piano shop?
Of course not!

So why go to 
a Bagpipe 
maker for 
your Kilts?

Probably the best 
Highland Outfitters in 
The World... Geoffrey 
(Tailor) are Kiltmakers 
Tailors & Weavers. Producing the highest 
quality Highland Dress- whether individual 
or quantity purchases- Quality and Service 
is our priority

Contact Geoffrey’s today for 
a quote “Tailored” to your 

specifications... 0131 557 0256

PIPE BAND MEMBERS DISCOUNT

15% OFF ALL 
RETAIL PRICES 

STOCK & ORDERS
(not valid in connection with other special offers)

5% DISCOUNT OFF OUTFIT PRICES
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0 %  N O T I C E B O A R D  % 0

P /M  Angus
T H E  P / M  A ngu s M a c D o n a ld  

M e m o r ia l  c o m p e t i t io n  w ill  
t a k e  p la c e  in  E s c o n d i d o ,  

C a lifo rn ia  o n  N o v e m b e r  1 0 . T ic k e ts  
c a n  b e  h ad  fro m  J o h n  K ey s  at th e  
3 k e y s @ e a r t h l i n k  o r  o n  7 6 0  7 2 4  
6 8 4 4 . In v itees  w ill b e  fro m  th e  w in ­
ners o f  this y e a r’s G o ld  M ed als , th e  
G le n fid d ich , U S  p ip in g  F o u n d a tio n , 
B C  I n d o o r  M e e t  an d  L iv in g s to n e  
In v ita tio n a l. T h e  organ isers have had 
m e m o ria l  s ta tu ettes  o f  A n gu s m ad e 
in  solid  p ew ter.
w w w . a n g u sm a cd o n a ld m e m o r ia l. o rg

Piping Society
A T  t h e  A b e r d e e n  P i p i n g  

S o c ie ty ’s A G M  P resid en t J im  
H a m i l t o n  d e m i t t e d  o f f i c e  

a fter a th re e -y e a r  spell. S e cre ta ry  B ill  
B la c k la w  also  said  it  w as t im e  fo r  
n e w  fa ces . D r  H u g h  H e p b u r n  was 
a p p o in t e d  p r e s id e n t  a n d  A l i s ta i r  
S k e n e  to o k  o n  th e  secretary / treasu r- 
e r  p ost. J i m  C h r is t ie  is to  c o n tin u e  
fo r  a n o th e r  spell as H o n . P ip e  M a jo r . 
T h e  s o c ie ty  resum es m e e tin g s  in  th e  
C u l t s  H o t e l  o n  T h u r s d a y ,  2 0  
S e p te m b e r. A ll w e lco m e .

0

The innovative* solution to moisture tontrol...
I T  A L L  A D D S  U P . . .  t o  t h e  b e s t  y o u  c a n  b u y

Quick and simple to install
No alteration to pipes required

No need to remove blowpipe to clear moisture 
•  Efficient non-return valve built in 

•  Does not restrict blowing
• Maximum water capture
• Improves performance with any type of bag

“I can thoroughly 
recommend it...”
—  Hugh A. MacCallum
Gold Medalist, Grants Glenfiddich 

Champion,
Senior Piobaireachd, Argyllshire Gathering 6 times)

Sivler Chanter winner (6 times)
Portree Clasp (6 times)

www.mactrap-scotland.com

TO ORDER: Write, 
enclosing cheque 

or international 
money order for £35

(Delivery will be by 9st class post in the UK-EU; air mail to overseas.)

M cM illan W atertrap ,
M ach a ir U ln n e in , '" ^ “ 'aJe S  
M a ch rih a n ish water trap@virgin net 
A rg y ll, phone/facsimile:
S c o t la n d  PA 28  eR ?1586 810 288

G U A R A N T E E : If you are not completely satisfied with your purchase, return 
your unused trap within 14 days of receiving it and we will provide a full 
refund.

T h e  M c M i l l a n  W a t e r  T r a p
U.K. C ertified  Patent No. 2 3 4 4 4 5 1 , in tern atio n a l patents pending

* WINNER (Inventors and Small firms)
Highlands and Islands Region, 1999 Scottish Innovation John Logie Baird Awards.
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136 Bridgegate 
Glasgow 
G l 5HZMacleof

^ i a f u a t u f S u l l i e s

Scotlands Bagpipe Maker 
Highland Dress Specialist^
All Pipe Band Supplies w '

ciBecause

its ajuiyfe out mere....
Tel No. 0141 553 1513 
Fax No. 0141 552 0795 
Website: www.scotbagpipes.com 
E-mail: Macleod@scotbagpipes.com
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Piping ^imCS MISCELLANY.

R adio Watch
JULY 29
‘L ov ely  p laying fro m  D o u g las  M u r ra y ’ . . .  ‘I e n jo y ed  th e  B ils to n  G le n  6 / 8 s ’ . . . 
‘I ag re ed  w ith  w h a t G e o r g e  S u m m e rs  said a b o u t a b o lis h in g  th e  d ru m m in g  
p rize .’

Inverness Piping Society’s First M eeting

T H I S  in te r e s t in g  p h o to g r a p h  
has b e e n  k in d ly  sen t to  us by  
M a jo r  J o h n  A lla n , f o r m e r ly  

D ir e c to r  o f  A rm y  B a g p ip e  M u sic . H e  
w rite s : “ P lease  fin d  e n c lo se d  p h o to ­
graph fro m  m y  fr ie n d  in  A ustralia  as 
d is c u s s e d . I t  s h o w s  t h e  I n v e r n e s s  
P ip in g  S o c ie ty  in  its in fa n t stages and 
w as ta k e n  at th e  In v e rn e ss  C u r l in g  
R i n k  C lu b h o u s e  a b o u t  1 9 4 7 .  T h e  
m e m b e rs  are, le ft to  r ig h t, seated :
N o t  k n o w n ;  J a c k  C h i s h o l m ,  
I n v e r n e s s ,  l a t e r  E d i n b u r g h  C i t y  
P o lice  P ip e  B a n d ; m yself; P / M  S tu a rt 
M a c N a u g h t o n ,  C a m e r o n
H ig h la n d e rs  (b a c k  to  c a m e r a ) ; S g t.

R o b e r t  M acK ay , C a m e ro n s  (b a ck  to  
c a m e r a ) ;  P / M  D o n a ld  M a c L e o d ,  
S e a f o r t h s  ( b a c k  to  c a m e r a ) ;  M r  
N o r m a n  M a c R a e ,  I n v e r n e s s ,  D r  
S im p so n , p ip in g  ju d g e  and  frie n d  o f  
R o th ie m u r c h u s , S h e r i f f  J P  G ra n t o f  
R o th e im u r c h u s , ju d g e  and  P resid en t 
o f  th e  P io b a ire a c h d  S o c ie ty ;  A rc h ie  
M a c R a e ,  In v e r n e ss  an d  C a m e r o n s ;  
Jo h n  M a c K e n z ie , Inverness and n o w  
r e s id e n t  in  A u s tra lia ; P / M  D o n a ld  
M a c D o n a ld ,  C a m e r o n s  a n d  A r m y  
C a d e t F o r c e  in stru cto r.
T h e  p i p e r  p la y in g  is  P / M  E v a n  
M a c R a e ,  C a m e ro n  H ig h la n d e rs , less 
b eard .”
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 ̂̂ Former Member o f the Strathclyde Police Pipe Bant?' ̂

ANGUS M. LAWRIE
69 STAKEHILL, LARGS 
T el./Fax: 0 1 4 7 5 .6 8  9  3  4 4

Fife
ALL BAGS HANDSTITCHED
No Extra Charge for Swan Necks 

Tied and Seasoned £8.00 - P&P Extra
COWHIDE-Airtight SHEEPSKIN
NO SEASONING REQUIRED 28"x10" ............... £70
28"x9" ................ £44 29"x10'/2" ........... £76
28"x9’/2" .............£45 29"x11 " ............... £78
28"x10" ..............£46 29"x11’/ j" ............£79
29"x10'/2" .......... £47 30"x12" ............... £80
29"x11"..............£48 31"x 12" ............... £85
29"x11'/j".......... £49 32"x11V2" ........... £85

31 "x12 " ..............£55
¿32"x11V2" .......... £55 2

M ACPHE RSON’S
OF EDINBURGH SINGE 1 9 4 6

COMPLETE UNIFORMS AND HIGHLAND DRESS FOR PIPE BANDS, GENTS, LADIES 
AND CHILDREN. QUANTITY DISCOUNT.

PROBABLY THE BEST BAGPIPE AND PIPE BAND MUSIC BOOK LIST IN THE WORLD 
KILTMAKING ON THE PREMISES. KILTMAKERS HAVE BEEN WITH US FOR YEARS. 

WELL KNOWN MAKES OF BAGPIPES, CHANTERS REEDS AND ACCESSORIES 
PREMIER AND PEARL AGENTS for drums. WE HIRE OUT HIGHLAND OUTFITS

Send for our free colour brochures and price lists. We send goods all over the World. Jean 
Macpherson personally goes to a Bands training night to measure if quantity is required. 

She is the daughter of the founder Hugh Macpherson.
We are also on the web.

C atch  us on  w w w .hughm acpherson .dem on.co.uk  
E-mail: je a n @ h u g h m acp h erso n .d em o n .co .u k  

Tel: 0 1 3 1 -2 2 5  4 0 0 8  Fax: 01 3 1  2 2 5  9 8 2 3  
H U G H  MACPHERSON (Scotland) Ltd.

17 W est M aitland S treet, Edinburgh, E H  12 5EA
(5 m inutes from  P rin ces Street)
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Piping in South Africa -  Hundred 
Guineas Championship
C h r i s  T e r r y

T H E  m a jo r  ev en t in  th e  S o u th  
A frica n  so lo  p ip in g  ca len d ar is 
th e  c o m p e tit io n  fo r  th e  L .M . 

M illa r  M e m o r ia l  Trophy, k n o w n  c o l­
lo q u ia lly  as th e  “ H u n d red  G u in e a s” , 
as th e  o r ig in a l p riz e  m o n e y  fo r  th e  
overall w in n e r  was 1 0 0  G u in eas. T h e  
S c o t t i s h  P ip i n g  S o c i e t y  o f  t h e  

W itw a tersra n d  ru ns this ev en t a n n u ­
ally . A  j u n i o r  e q u iv a le n t ,  o p e n  to  
p ipers u n d er 19  years o f  age, is held  
o n  th e  sam e w eek en d .

A p p ro x im a te ly  ev ery  seco n d  year a 
p ip er fro m  S co tla n d  is in v ited  o u t to  
ju d g e . I t  is cu sto m a ry  to  h o ld  a recita l 
th e  e v e n in g  b e fo re , and  fo r  th e  last

Guineas winner Craig Sked, 
pictured on a visit to Sutherland last year

tw o  y e a r s  th is  h a s  f e a t u r e d  l o c a l  
p ip ers. T h is  year C ra ig  S k ed  was th e  
p e rfo rm e r, and  h e  gave us a fu ll and 
v a r ie d  p ro g ra m m e , w h ic h  in c lu d e d  
T h e  L a m e n t  f o r  D o n a ld  D u a g h a l  
M a c K a y ,  a n d  th e  g r o u n d  o f  L a d y  
M a c D o n a ld ’s L a m e n t . H e  d em o n stra t­
ed th at h e  had n o t  w asted  his so jo u rn  
o f  a c o u p le  o f  years in  S co tla n d  — his 
p la y in g  w as b r ig h t  an d  te c h n ic a l ly  
s tro n g , th o u g h  h e  was h a m p ered  by  
d ron es th a t w ere  n o t  as stable as h e  
w o u ld  have lik ed . H e  had  ta k en  th e  
t r o u b le  to  d raw  up a p r in te d  p r o ­
g r a m m e  b e f o r e h a n d ,  a n d  th is  w as 
c e r ta in ly  m o s t  u se fu l fo r  th e  a u d i­
e n c e .  U n f o r t u n a t e ly  th e  e v e n t  had  
n o t  b e e n  w e ll  a d v e r t is e d , a n d  th e  
a u d ie n ce  was v ery  sm all.

The Senior Championship
T h e  s e n io r  c o m p e t it io n , h e ld  o n  

Saturday, 7  A p ril, a ttracted  n in e  c o m ­
p etito rs . C o m p e tito rs  m u st play in  all 
th re e  ev en ts, and  th e  first ev en t, th e  
P io b a ir e a c h d , has a r e q u ir e m e n t  o f  
t h r e e  tu n e s  o f  y o u r  o w n  c h o i c e ,  
th o u g h  p layers m ay  n o t  s u b m it th e  
tu n e s  th e y  p la y e d  in  th e  la s t  tw o  
G u in e a s  c o n te s ts .  In  all e v e n ts  th e  
c o m p e tito r s  play in  th e  sam e ord er. 
T h e  f i r s t  c o m p e t i t o r  w a s  P e t e r  
H o lg re a v e s , w h o  w as asked  to  p lay  
T h e  M u n r o ’s S a lu t e .  H e  b e g a n  t o o  
cau tiou sly , o n  a p ip e  th a t was n ev er 
q u ite  r ig h t, and had a n u m b e r  o f  l it­
tle slips, b u t th e  tu n e  was q u ite  m u si­
cally  phrased , and this was o n e  o f  th e
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M e C a llu m  B a g p ip e s
The MeCallum Pipe Chanter is available in African Blackwood 
and Plastic. It is already being played in all grades, by bands 

worldwide, including grade one.

All our bagpipes are supplied with  
Beaded and capped n ickel m ounts. 
Ezoedrone reeds. McCallum pipe chanter. 
Nickel & im itation Ivory mouthpiece 
fu lly  inclusive in the purchase price.

MeCallum Bagpipes
Moorfield Industrial Estate, Troon Road, Kilmarnock, KA2 ODP SCOTLAND 
Tel: 01563 - 527 - 002 Fax : 01563 - 530 - 260
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b est p e rfo rm a n ce s  I have heard  fro m  
h im . M a r t in  L e w e r -A lle n  fo llo w e d , 
w i t h  T h e  L a m e n t  f o r  C a p t a in  
M a c D o u g a l l .  T h is  w as a n ic e ly  c o n ­
tro lled  tu n e  o n  a g o o d  p ip e, th o u g h  I 
w o u ld  have lik e d  m o re  v a r ia tio n  o f  
t e m p o  in  t h e  m id d le  v a r i a t i o n s .  
U n fo r tu n a te ly  in  th e  s e c o n d  lin e  o f  
th e  C r u n lu a th  d o u b lin g  h e  o m itte d  
o n e  phrase.

C h r is  C lo e t e  fro m  E a st L o n d o n  
p lay ed  L o r d  L o v a t ’s L a m e n t . H e  had  
ju s t  r e tu r n e d  fr o m  tw o  m o n th s  in  
N e w  Z e a la n d , p la y in g  w ith  o n e  o f  
th e  top  bands th ere , and  th e  in flu e n ce  
o f  th is  e x p e r i e n c e  w a s  o b v io u s  
th ro u g h o u t th e  day -  h e  played this 
b e a u tifu l la m e n t as th o u g h  it  w as a 
reel! H is p ip e was e x c e lle n t, and  g o t 
b e t t e r  as th e  tu n e  p r o g r e s s e d , b u t  
th ere  was n o  ro o m  fo r  te m p o  v aria­
tio n , and  a c o u p le  o f  sligh t slips did 
n o t help  e ith er.

Y o u n g  M u rra y  C o x  was n e x t  up, 
p lay in g  in  this ev en t o n  th e  stren gth  
o f  h a v in g  w o n  th e  ju n i o r  t i t le  in  
1 9 9 9 . H e  tack led  th at great tu n e , T h e  
L a m e n t  f o r  D o n a ld  D u a g h a l M a c K a y ,  
o n  a b a g p ip e  th a t c o u ld  have b e e n  
b e tte r , b u t h e ld  w ell. T h e  g ro u n d  o f  
this tu n e  was p ro b ab ly  th e  b est m u sic  
heard  all day, and  in d ee d  th e  w h o le  
tu n e  was w ell p re se n te d , w ith  g o o d  
te c h n iq u e  -  ju s t  tw o  c h a n g e -o f-m in d  

e rro rs  sp o ilt  an  o th e rw is e  e x c e lle n t  
p e rfo rm a n ce .

G o r d o n  R id g a r d ,  p la y in g  in  h is 
first G u in eas, had his bass d ro n e  cu t 
in  th e  d o u b lin g  o f  v a ria tio n  1 o f  T h e  
L a m e n t f o r  the V isco u n t o f  D u n d e e . H e  
had had th e  sh a tte rin g  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  
b e in g  h i ja c k e d  at g u n p o in t  th e  day 
b e f o r e ,  so  th is  r e a l ly  w as n o t  h is  
w eek en d .

L ia m  O ’F la h e rty  played T h e  B a ttle  
o f  A u ld e a r n  ( l )  o n  a r e a l ly  g o o d  
in s tru m en t. A  c o u p le  o f  c h o k e s , and  a 
te n d e n c y  to  p lay  h is  ta o r lu a th  and  
c ru n lu a th  m o v e m e n ts  v e ry  d e l ib e r ­
ately, did n o t  help , b u t I also fe lt that 
h e  n e e d e d  m u c h  m o r e  v a r ia t io n  in  
te m p o  b e tw e e n  s in g lin g s  an d  d o u ­
blings.

T h a t  o ld  c a m p a ig n er , C y r i l  H a ll, 
fro m  Z im b a b w e , played a v ery  m u si­
cal C o rr ie n e s sa n ’s S a lu te , m a rred  b y  a 
n u m b e r  o f  crossin g  n o ises, and som e 
m in o r  n o te  errors  n ea r th e  end .

C ra ig  S k ed  was g iv en  T h e  G ro a t  to  
play, an d  a v e ry  c o m p e te n t  jo b  h e  
m a d e  o f  th is, w ith  g o o d  c o n tr o l  o f  
te m p o s , a n d  s tr o n g  t e c h n iq u e .  H is  
p ip e  ju s t  d id n ’t q u ite  h o ld ,  a n d  a 
s ligh tly  flat lo w  G  was a little  ja r r in g  
in  a tu n e  th at has p le n ty  o f  lo w  Gs!

T h e  last c o m p e tito r  was N ich o la s  
T a i tz ,  w h o  p la y e d  T h e  L a m e n t  f o r  
M a r y  M a c L e o d .  H is  p ip e  h e ld  v e ry  
w ell, and h e  m ad e a g o o d  jo b  o f  th e  
tu n e , th o u g h  h e  was ju s t  a little  cau ­
tiou s th ro u g h o u t. H e  was unaw are o f  
th e  fa c t th a t in  th e  rep eat o f  lin e  o n e  
o f  th e  g ro u n d  h e  played th e  seco n d  
h a l f  o f  th e  l in e  a t th e  b e g in n in g ,  
instead  o f  th e  first half.

T h e  r e s u lt  w as a v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  
d ec is io n . T h e r e  w ere  perhaps six  c o n ­
ten d ers fo r  seco n d  p lace ! T h e  overall 
standard was p ro b ab ly  th e  b est I have 
heard , w ith  m o st o f  th e  d efects  b e in g  
re la tiv e ly  m in o r , and th e re  w as v ery  
l i t t le  p o o r  p la y in g . In  th e  e n d , th e  
o rd er I ch o se  was 1st C ra ig  S k ed  2n d  
N ic h o la s  T a itz  3rd  M u rra y  C o x  and 
4 th  C y r il  H all.

T h e  re q u ire m e n t fo r  th e  m arch es 
is th at e a ch  c o m p e tito r  su b m its tw o  
pairs o f  m arch es, and plays o n e  pair.
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"When you buy a product from our shop you are doing something much more important than 
just making a purchase - you are supporting the education programme within the Piping Centre. "

IN,•J V i s i t  o u r  NEW & IMPROVED w e b s i t e

S h o p  O N -L IN E  f o r  q u a l it y  p ip in g  
A C C E S S O R IE S , BO OKS, C D S , C A S S E T T E S

a n d  S c o t t is h  c r a f t s  

P u r c h a s e  o n -l i n e  w it h  o u r  g u a r a n t e e d
S E C U R E  O RD ER  FORM

N
* * J W E  CAN SH IP O R D ER S W ORLD-W IDE!

Jj S U B S C R IB E  ON-LINE TO ‘N O T E S ’ OUR 
Q U A RTER LY  MAGAZINE 

N.
J J  C o n t a c t  o u r  p ip in g  i n s t r u c t o r s  

FOR E X P E R T  ADVICE

w w w . t h e p i p i n g c ^ ^ ^ p s u k
30-34 McPhater Street, Cowcaddens, Glasgow G4 0 ÉS I 
Tel: 0141 353 0220 Fax: 0141 353 1570
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T h is  is m o r e  e n t e r t a i n i n g  f o r  th e  
au d ie n ce  th an  p lay in g  o n e  tu n e  tw ic e  
th ro u g h , th o u g h  so m e d u p lica tio n  o f  
tu n es  c a n n o t b e  av o id ed . T h e  c o m ­
p etito rs  played in  th e  sam e order.

T h is  w as d e fin ite ly  a v ic to r y  fo r  
th e  y o u n g e r  p lay ers , w h o s e  c le a n e r  
t e c h n i q u e  c la im e d  th e  day. C r a ig  
S k ed  w o n  th e  ev en t w ith  A b erca irn ey  
H ig h la n d e r s  a n d  M a jo r  M a n s o n  o f  
C la ch a n tru sh a l, played w ith  crisp  f in ­
g e r in g  o n  a g o o d  p ipe. C h ris  C lo e te  
w a s  s e c o n d .  H e  t o o k  D o n a ld  
M a c L e a n ’s  F a re w e ll  to O b a n  an d  th e  
C la n  M a c C o l l  a l i t t l e  q u ic k ly ,  an d  
m issed  o n e  o r  tw o  d ou b lin gs, b u t this 
w as a s te a d y  p e r f o r m a n c e  o n  a n  
e x c e lle n t  p ip e. N ic h o la s  T aitz  also had 
his p ip e g o in g  w ell, and  had a g o o d  
sw in g  to  T h e  H ig h la n d  W ed d in g  and  
T h e  B r a e s  o f  C a s t l e  G r a n t ,  w h i c h  
e a rn ed  h im  th ird  p lace , ju s t  ahead  o f  
M u rra y  C o x  p laying A r th u r  B ig n o ld  o f  
Lo ch ro squ e  and H u g h  K e n n e d y . M u rra y  
h a d  a s m a ll c h o k e ,  a n d  te n d e d  to  
a c c e le r a te  s lig h tly  th ro u g h  th e  p e r ­
fo rm a n ce . L ia m  O ’F la h e rty ’s te n d e n ­
cy  to  play to o  slow ly  and w ith  v ery  
o p e n  te c h n iq u e  c o u n te d  against h im  
— h e  m u st le a rn  to  le t it go !

T h e  S trath sp ey  and R e e l  re q u ire ­
m e n t is th ree  sets, w ith  th e  c o u p lin g  
le ft  to  th e  c o m p e t ito r .  O n c e  ag a in  
C ra ig  S k ed  was a c lear w in n e r, w ith  
an  e x c e l l e n t  C a b a r  F e id h  a n d  T h e  
S h eepw ife . N ic h o la s  T aitz  to o k  seco n d  
p la ce  w ith  D o ra  M a c L e o d  and  M a jo r  
D a v id  M a n so n , th o u g h  h e  started  th e 
ree l in  a fa irly  ro u n d  style, b u t p o in t­
ed it m o re  tow ards th e  en d . M u rra y  
C o x  again  ten d ed  to  sp eed  up a little  
in  b o th  J o h n  R o y  S te w a rt  and  W il l ie  
M u r r a y ’s R e e l ,  b u t I p laced  h im  ahead  
o f  C y r il  H all, w h o se  p lay in g  o f  T h e

S h e p h e r d ’s C r o o k  a n d  T h e  R e je c t e d  
S u ito r  su ffered  fro m  to o  m a n y  sm all 
crossin g  noises. C h ris  C lo e te  had  the 
m is fo rtu n e  to  b rea k  d o w n  as h e  w e n t 
in to  th e  fifth  p art o f  his ree l, th o u g h  
h e  was g o in g  w ell up to  th at p o in t.

T h e  fin a l e v en t o f  th e  day is th e  
F o r m e r  W in n e r s ’ M a r c h , S tra th sp e y  
and  R e e l  fo r  th e  D o n a ld  M o r r is o n  
M a c L e n n a n  M e m o r ia l  Trophy. P oin ts  
fo r  th is e v en t do n o t  c o u n t  tow ards 
th e  overall p rize . C o m p e tito rs  su b m it 
th r e e  sets fo r  th is . T h e r e  w e re  ju s t  
fo u r con testan ts , w h o  qu alify  by  w in ­
n in g  e ith e r  th e  m a rch  o r  th e  strath ­
spey and  ree l at this c o m p e tit io n  o r 
a t th e  R o y a l  S c o t t i s h  G a t h e r in g .  
C ra ig  S k ed  o n c e  again  ca m e  o u t o n  
to p ,  w i t h  a n  e x c e l l e n t  J o h n  
M a c D o n a ld ’s W elcom e to S o u th  U is t ,  a 
tu n e  h e  plays p a rticu larly  w ell, a v ery  
g o o d  S tru a n  R o b e rtso n , and  a slightly  
less im pressive R e je c ted  S u ito r .

C h r is  C l o e t e  g a v e  a g o o d  p e r ­
fo rm a n c e  o f  M r s  J o h n  M a c C o l l ,  L a d y  
M a c K e n z i e  o f  G a i r lo c h ,  a n d  P r e t t y  
M a r io n , th o u g h  h e  had  a v ery  sligh t 
fu m b le  in  th e  last p a rt  o f  th e  re e l. 
T h i s  e a r n e d  h im  s e c o n d  p la c e .  
N ic h o la s  T aitz  was th ird . H e  played a 
g o o d  A r t h u r  B ig n o ld  o f  Lo ch ro squ e , b u t 
h e  had a sligh t e rro r  in  p art tw o  o f  
H ig h la n d  H a r r y ,  a n d  a n o t i c e a b l e  
c r o s s in g  n o is e  in  L e x i e  M a c A s k i l l .  
C y ril  H all had th e  sam e m a jo r  e rro r  
in  t h e  f o u r t h  p a r t  o f  t h e  9 l s t  a t  
M o d d e r  R iv e r  as h e  had played in  th e 
m a rch  ev en t, and his M a g g ie  C a m eron  
did n o t  flow  w ell, th o u g h  h e  fin ished  
th e  set w ith  a ra th e r  b e t te r  A l ic k  C  
M a cG reg o r .

O v e ra ll this was p ro b ab ly  th e  b est 
c h a m p io n s h ip  w e  h av e  h ad  in  th is  
c o u n tr y ,  w ith  th e  g e n e r a l  s tan d ard
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A vailab le  from  your lo c a l
Bagpipe Supply shop.
Dealer enquiries to Scott's Highland 
Services Ltd. Phone: 519 453 0892 or 
email: scotts@scottshighland.com

In the fall o f 1999 John Cairns 
became the 11th person ever 
and first from  outside o f 
Scotland to have won the 
Highland Society o f  London's 
Gold Medal in Piobaireachd at 
both the Argyllshire gathering 
in Oban and the Northern 
M eeting in Inverness in the 
same year.

On this new solo piping CD , 
you will hear John at his best 
with a wide variety o f musical 
selections for your listening 
pleasure.

I f  it 's  new... i f  it 's  out there... 
i f  it 's  cutting  edge... w e 've  g o t i t !

Look for the symbol that is fast becoming 
synonymous with quality.

B a g p ip e s ,  s u p p lie s  a n d  a c c e s s o r i e s

A vailab le  from  your lo c a l 
B agpipe Supply shop.
Dealer enquiries to Scott's Highland Services Ltd.
Phone: 519 453 0892 or email: scotts@scottshighland.com
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International Piper

n o tice a b ly  h ig h e r  th an  it has b e e n  in  
th e  re c e n t past -  th ere  w ere  far few er 
b reak d ow n s, few er erro rs , and  far less 
p o o r  p la y in g  -  an d  in  g e n e r a l  th e  
in stru m en ts  w ere  far b e t te r  to o . F o r  
th e  p itifu lly  sm all a u d ie n ce  -  and  this 
is an  a s p e c t  th a t  th e  S o c ie t y  m u st 
ta ck le  w ith  so m e  v ig o u r -  this was a 
m o st e n jo y a b le  d ays p ip in g . N eed less

to  say, C r a ig  S k e d  w o n  all th e  tr o ­
p h ie s  e x c e p t  t h e  R F  M a r t i n  
M e m o r ia l  S h ie ld  fo r  th e  ru n n e r-u p , 
w h ic h  w e n t to  N ic h o la s  T aitz .

* T h e  r e m a in d e r  o f  C h r i s  T e r r y ’s 
report, on the second day o f  th is m eeting, 
w il l  be carried in  the O ctober issue.

pipe Banos o f noua scotio
Now Available!

>e Bands o f  Nova Scotia, 1898 to
00, compiled by Scott Williams, con- 
ins historical accounts o f more than 
40 pipe bands, and over 200 photos in 

large format, soft-cover book. Six  
/ears in the making, a limited number 
editions are now available.

Pipers o f  Nova Scotia, is a unique collec 
tion o f biographical sketches o f  pipers 
from  1773 to 2 0 0 0 . M ore than 1600 
pipers are listed, many with detailed 
biographies, and there are over 200 pho 
tos in this large format, soft-cover book.

Pipers o f  Nova Scotia $49.95 
Pipe Bands o f  Nova Scotia $45.95 
plus postage and packaging 
(Nova Scotia: $6.00; rest o f Canada: $7.50 
USA: $9.50)

Also Available 
Sandy Chisholm’s 
Chanter Lessons

An inspiring novel for young 
pipers and chanter students.

$14.95 per copy plus $4.50 p&p

New Bagpipe 
Music From  
Nova Scotia

Volumes 3 &  4  
$16.95 plus 
$4.50  p&p 

Just send your cheque or money order to 
Scott Williams

43 Hillcrest Street, Antigonish, NS B2G 1Z2

Want to learn the secrets of top pipers?
Awesome Books • Art & Piping Library • The Guide • Tuition • Piping Shop

And much more online . . .!

HighlandBagpipe.com
&

Piobaireachd.com
-  C lassical m usic of the bagpipe -

Tel (0064)0) 489 2747 Fax (0064)0) 489 1616
‘The Great H ighland Bagpipe -  A Com prehensive G uide’

Light music ~ Piobaireachd ~ Bagpipe maintenance 
+3 CD’s!

/ find your book a great source of information and confirmation of what we are teach­
ing here -  none quite like yours, or as thorough -  Greg W ilson (Cham pion Piper)
I have studied the book and tapes in detail, I am very impressed with your attention 
to detail and explanation of technique -  not been a book like this before -  Andrew  
W right (Cham pion Piper)
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Piping fo'ntCÒ LETTERS

D o  you have a p o in t o f  v iew  or som e interesting in form ation you w ou ld  lik e  to share 
w ith  the rest o j the p ip in g  w orld? W rite , f a x  or e-m ail the P ip in g  T im es. F u l l  contact 
details on page one. Letters subject to editing.

M a c D o n a ld  Q u a i c h  1 
Sir,

I rece iv ed  th e  A u gu st, 2 0 0 1  P ip in g  
T im e s  to d a y  an d  read  th e  e d ito r ia l  
an d  a r t ic le  c o n c e r n in g  th e  D o n a ld  
M a c D o n a ld  Q u a ic h  w ith  in te r e s t .  
U n less  I m issed  so m e th in g , and I read 
b o th  p ieces  tw ice , I d o n ’t see w h e re  
e ith e r  ju d g e  o r  p ip er are at fau lt. As I 
u n d e rs ta n d  th e  s itu a t io n , th e  c o m ­
p e t i t o r s  w e r e  n o t  n o t i f i e d  in  
F e b ru a ry  o f  w h o  th e  ju d g e  w o u ld  b e  
and  th e  ju d g e  was n o t  to ld  w h o  th e  
c o m p e tito rs  w ere  to  b e. I f  th e  o rg a n ­
isers w ere  c o n c e rn e d  a b o u t a p o te n ­
tia l c o n f lic t  o f  in te re st, I th in k  th e y  
sh o u ld  have lo o k e d  in to  th is th e m ­
selves b e fo re  th e  en d  o f  F e b ru a ry  (or 
M a rc h  at th e  latest) and sh ou ld  th e n  
h a v e  t a k e n  a p p r o p r i a t e  s te p s ,  i f  
d eem ed  necessary. As to  th e  results, I 
d o n ’t s e e  w h e r e  a n y  fa u l t  c a n  b e  
p la ced  o n  th e  ju d g e . W h e n  h a lf  th e  
f ie ld  hav e “ e rro rs  o f  m e m o r y ” and  
th e  re m a in in g  p ip ers  a) p layed  w ell 
o n  a w ell tu n e d  p ip e  and  b) played 
w e l l  ( g r a c e n o t e  e r r o r )  o n  a 
m e d i o c r e / p o o r  p ip e ,  I d o n ’t s e e  
w h e re  th e  result can  b e  ch a llen g ed .

Paul Hnson, 
O a k la n d , Illin o is , U S A .

M a c D o n a ld  Q u a i c h  2  
Sir,

I am  w r i t in g  to  sh e d  a d d it io n a l 
lig h t o n  th e  co n tro v ersy  su rrou n d in g  
D o n a ld  M a c P h e e ’s re c e n t  v ic to r y  at 
t h e  D o n a l d  M a c D o n a l d  Q u a i c h  
c o m p e tit io n . T w o  w eek s p r io r  to  th e

c o m p e t i t i o n  I a t te n d e d  a s u m m e r  
p i p i n g  s c h o o l  in  T e x a s  a t w h i c h  
D o n a ld  was an in stru cto r. D u r in g  th e  
sc h o o l h e  asked fo r  m y in p u t o n  th e  
M a c A rth u r  se ttin g  o f  “ N am eless  -  A  
L a m e n t ,” h is a ss ig n e d  tu n e  fo r  th e  
c o m p e tit io n . A lth o u g h  h e  had  b e e n  
w o r k in g  d ilig e n tly  o n  th e  tu n e  fo r  
s o m e  t im e , D o n a ld  sa id  th a t  s in c e  
A n d re w  W r ig h t ,  h is  c u r r e n t  tu to r , 
was to  ju d g e  th e  c o m p e tit io n  h e  d id ­
n ’t w a n t to  in f lu e n c e  o r  b e  in f lu ­
e n c e d  b y  his d ire c tio n  o n  th e  p ie ce , 
g iv e n  t h e  u n u s u a l  n a t u r e  o f  th is  
ev en t. D o n a ld  co u ld  have le g itim a te ly  
c h o s e n  to  s e e k  A n d r e w  W r i g h t ’s 
g u i d a n c e ,  b u t  to  a v o id  e v e n  t h e  
ap p earan ce  o f  duplicity , and, m o re  so, 
in  k e e p in g  w ith  his p e rc e p tio n  o f  th e  
sp ir it  o f  th is p a rtic u la r  c o m p e t it io n , 
h e  so u g h t m y  a d v ice  instead , w h ic h  
e v e r y o n e  b u t  m y  m o t h e r  w o u ld  
ag ree  is a ru n g  o r  tw o  d o w n  th e  lad­
d er fro m  A n d rew  W r ig h t .

T h e  p r e c e d in g  is fa c t. W h a t  fo l ­
low s is o p in io n .

A n d rew  W r ig h t  appears to  m e  to  
b e  th e  k in d  o f  p e rs o n  w h o , i f  a n y ­
th in g , w o u ld  ju d g e  his o w n  students 
m o re  harshly, se ttin g  an ev en  h ig h e r  
standard fo r  th e m  to  ach iev e  a p lace  
in  th e  p rize  list. T h e  n o tio n  that he, 
o r  any te a ch e r  o r  ju d g e  o f  his ca lib re  
w o u ld  th ro w  a result ju s t  so h e  co u ld  
say, “ Y et a n o th e r  o f  m y students w o n  
yet a n o th e r  p rize ,” sim p ly  lacks c re d i­
b ility . A n d r e w  W r i g h t ’s r e p u ta t io n
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M u rray  H enderson: Four times Glenfiddich Champion

Introduces

THE AMAZING NEW 
HENDERSON HARMONIC

CARBON FIBRE TONGUE 
DRONE REED

T H E SU PER IO R  R EE D  TO LAST A L IF E T IM E  

NO MORE AIR THAN A CANE REED  

DEPTH OF BASS SOUND TO COMPLEMENT TENORS 

PERFECT CONSISTENCY

SAY GOODBYE TO MOISTURE PROBLEMS

THE WATER TEST

(a) Totally immerse reed in water

(b) Pour water out of reed barrel

(c) Shake reed

(d) Play!

Every set played in my own pipes 

Henderson Reedm akers, P.O. Box 3, Kirriem uir, 

Angus DD8 4YF, Scotland  

Tel/Fax: 00 44 (0 )1575  540430
E-mail: henderson.reedmakers@dial.pipex.com

http://www.henderson.reedmakers.dial.pipex.com/ 
Contact Murray for retail, trade & band orders 

Specialising in all D. Naill products

□  S  9 1

47

mailto:henderson.reedmakers@dial.pipex.com
http://www.henderson.reedmakers.dial.pipex.com/


Letters

w ill n o t b e  a ffected  b y  th e  results o f  
o n e  c o m p e tit io n , and  h e  has p le n ty  
o f  s tu d en ts  w in n in g  p riz e s  w ith o u t  
his help , D o n a ld  M a c P h e e  b e in g  o n e  
o f  th e m . O n  a larger scale, u n su b stan ­
tia te d  a lle g a tio n s  o f  b ias  le v e lle d  at 
o n e  ju d g e  ch a lle n g e  th e  in te g r ity  o f  
all ju d g e s .

I f  o n e  ju d g e  c a n n o t b e  tru sted  to  
fa irly  ju d g e  his o w n  stud ents, n e ith e r  
c a n  h is  p e e r s  b e  tr u s te d . F u r t h e r ­
m o re , th e  sp ira llin g  d is in te g ra tio n  o f  
tru st so o n  devolves u n til n o  re la tio n ­
ship is e x e m p t fro m  su sp ic io n . Is th e 
c o m p e t i t o r  a f r ie n d  o f  th e  ju d g e ?  
P erh a p s  th e  s tu d e n t  o f  a fr ie n d ?  A  
m e m b e r  o f  th e  sam e re g im en t?  A  fe l­
lo w  s u p p o r t e r  o f  t h e  D a l la s  
C o w b o y s ?  A  ju d g e  w h o  c a n n o t  b e  
tru sted  to  fa irly  ju d g e  his o w n  pupils 
s h o u ld  n o t  b e  t r u s t e d  a t  a l l .  
F o r tu n a te ly , w h ile  m a n y  o f  to d a y ’s 
ju d g e s  are  h u m a n , m a k in g  h u m a n  
e rro r  a th e o re tica l ( i f  u n likely ) p ossi­
b i l i ty ,  m is ta k e s  a re  a fa r  c r y  f r o m  
in te n tio n a lly  sw ayin g  a c o m p e tit io n  
b ecau se  o f  bias.

in c id en ta lly , as a T e x a n , I am  fre ­
q u e n t ly  a sk ed  b y  fe llo w  A m e r ic a n  
c o m p e tito r s  c o n te m p la tin g  a trip  to  
S c o t l a n d  i f  I p e r c e iv e  a n y  a n t i -  
A m e r ic a n  b ias  in  S c o t t is h  ju d g in g .  
M y  answ er has always b e e n , and  c o n ­
tinu es to  b e , “ ab so lu te ly  n o t.” I f  th ere  
is bias o f  any k in d  I am  unaw are o f  it.

I am  a fr ie n d  o f  D o n a ld  M a c P h e e , 
b u t  th e  fa c ts  are th e  tru th , an d  th e  
o p in io n  is m in e .

Patrick Regan,
T exas.

D  T h r o w s  
Sir,

I have a q u e s tio n  reg ard in g  th e  use

o f  t h e  h e a v y  t h r o w  to  D  in  
p io b a irea ch d . A c c o rd in g  to  th e  b o o k , 
“ T h e  A r t  o f  P io b a i r e a c h d ” b y  Ia n  
M c K a y ,  J o h n  M a c D o n a l d  o f  
Inv erness played th e  heav y th ro w  to  
D . I also have th e  first h a lf  o f  a tw o -  
p a rt a r t ic le  p u b lish e d  in  th e  P ip in g  
T im e s ,  in d ic a t in g  th a t  s o m e  p ip e rs  
(th o u g h  n o t m ost) are still u sing  th e 
heav y throw . I use th e  heav y th ro w  in  
lig h t m u sic , and w o u ld  lik e  to  use it 
in  p io b a irea ch d  as w ell; am  I g o in g  to  
lose  p o in ts  in  c o m p e tit io n  i f  I use th e  
h e a v y  th ro w ? A re  th e re  an y  p ro m i­
n e n t  p ip e rs  to d a y  u s in g  th e  h e a v y  
th row ? Perhaps I sh ou ld  m e n tio n  that 
I live and  c o m p e te  in  th e  U S .

T h a n k s!
J.T. Frazier,

via e -m a il
T h e  so-called ‘h e a v y ’ th row  on D  (grip  

to C  fo llo w e d  by a D )  so un ds unp leasan t 
i f  p la y e d  to o  o p e n ly , e s p e c ia l ly  in  
p io b a ir e a c h d . P e rh a p s  b eca u se  o f  th is  
fe w e r  o f  the top p ioba ireachd  p la ye rs today  
use it , but you  w o u ld  be u n lik e ly  to lose 
m arks f o r  do ing so. . . . E d

G a e l ic
Sir,

B h a  m i g le  t h o i l i c h t e  n u a ir  a 
fh u a ir m i p ios s g rio b h te  ‘sa G h a id h lig  
an n  am  P T  o c h io n n  b eag an . B ’e seo 
an aiste a sg rio b h  R o n a ld  M o r r is o n  
anns an a iream h  a sia, M a rt  2 0 0 1  a ’ 
d ea n a m h  le irm h e a s  a ir C D  u r m u n  
P / M  D o n a ld  M a c L e o d  M e m o r ia l  le 
G re en tra x .

( I  w as ve ry  p lea sed  to f i n d  the sh ort  
article w ritten  in  G a e lic  in  the P T  som e  
tim e ago. I  am ta lk in g  about the artic le  
w ritten  by R o n a ld  M o rr iso n  in  P T  n u m ­
ber 6 , M a rch  2 0 0 1 , do ing a rev iew  o f  the 
n ew  C D  about P / M  D o n a ld  M a c L e o d
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Letters

M e m o ria l by G re e n tra x ) .
C h a n  an n  n ach  eil fios agam  n a ch  

e il  a ir e a m h  n a m  p io b a ir e a n  a ig  a ’ 
b h e i l  G a id h l ig  a n - d iu g h  a c h  f l o r  
b h ea g , a ch  tha e air a b h ith  na chu is 
io n g n a id h  d h o m h  carso n  n a c h  eil an 
t-se a n n  ch a n a in  a ’ n o ch d a d h  nas tr ic e  
am  b ro in n  an iris a in m eil seo. G u  h -  
a ra id h  m a  c h u m a s  s in n  a n  a ire  an  
d a im h  c h o  d lu th  a th a  e a d a r  a ’ 
G h a id h lig  is each d ra id h  nan  gaid heal 
agus a ’ p h io b a ire a ch d  .

( I  am w e ll aw are o f  the fa c t  tha t the 
num ber o f  p ip e rs  that can speak  G a e lic  in  
th e se  d a y s  is  r e a l ly  s m a l l  b u t I  h a ve  
alw ays w ondered  w h y  the o ld  tongue does 
not sh o w  up more often in side  th is fa m o u s  
m agazin e . S p ec ia lly  w hen  w e consider the 
close l in k s  between G a e lic , the h isto ry  o f  
the G a e ls  an d  p io ba ireachd ).

T h a  m i d en  b h e a c h d  gu b h e il sibh  
a irid h  air m o la d h  m o r  a irson  a b h i a ’ 
to ir t  a ite  d han G h a id h lig  a b u  c h o ir  
d h i a n n  am  P T . T h a  m i an  d o c h a s  
g u m  fa ic  s in n  m o r a n  a b h a r r a c h d  
anns na h -a ire a m h a n  ri tig h in n .

( In  m y op in io n  y o u r in it ia tiv e  to g ive  
G a e lic  the p la ce  it deserves in the P T  is 
w e ll w o rth  p ra is in g . I  hope w e w il l  see 
more o f  th is in  the num bers to com e).

D ir e a c h  m a r  fh a c a l d e ir e a n n a c h , 
b h a  m e a ra ch d  n o  dha an  siu d  ‘s an 
seo  a - th a o b h  litre a c h a id h  ‘san aiste. 
T h a  m i a ’ c r e id s in n  n a c h  b i  e c h o  
d o irb h  seo  a ch e a rta ch a d h  m a d h ’ ia r- 
ras s ib h  c u id e a c h a d h  b h o  g a id h e a l 
sam  b ith  an G lasch u  n o  ea d h o n  b h o  
b h u id h e a n n  m a r  C L I  ( C o m u n n  
L u c h d  I o n n s a c h a i d h )  a n n  a n  
I n b h i r G h o r d a in n  . B h i t h i n n  f h in  
d e o n a ch  u r cu id ea ch a d h  le  seo  n u air 
a b h io s  fe u m  o irb h  air.

(Ju st as a f in a l  w ord , there w ere one or 
tw o sp e llin g  m is ta k e s  here a n d  there . I

believe it sh o u ld  be easy to correct these i f  
you  w o u ld  a sk  f o r  som e he lp  f ro m  a n y  
G a e lic  sp ea ke r a rou n d  G la sg o w  or even  

fro m  one o f  the G a e lic  organ isations such  
as C L I  in  In v e r  G o rd o n . I  w o u ld  be g la d  
m y se lf to help you  w ith  th is w henever you  
need).

C u m a ib h  a ir  a d h a r t  le is  a ’ P h T  
agus suas leis a ’ G h aid h lig !!

(K e e p  it  up w ith  the P T  an d up w ith  
the G a e lic )

G.S. MacKinlay,
B u e n o s  A ires, A rg e n tin a

T h e  P ip in g  T im e s  is keen to su pp ort  
a ll o f  S co t la n d ’s languages be it  G a e lic , 
L a l l a n s  o r  G la s g o w  K e e l i e  ( v i z :  
G o n n a eg e eza sto a ry fu rra P T a n a t).

C o n tr ib u to rs  in  either, o r a ll, o f  these 
tongues are encouraged but sh o u ld  include  
an E n g l is h  tran sla tion  f o r  the benefit o f  
the u n in it ia te d .......E d

Manufacturer of Hand Turned Highland Bagpipes

I a n  D .  M u r r a y

www.ianmurray-bagpipes.co.uk

MANUFACTURERS OF HAND TURNED AND 
FINISHED HIGH QUALITY HIGHLAND BAGPIPES.

1|

• HIGHLAND BAGPIPES
• PRACTICE CHANTERS
• PIPING ACCESSORIES

• REFURBISHMENTS
/

" i
Contact us at: 13!

100 Montrose Road, Forfar, Z, 
Angus, Scotland. DD8 2HT ‘ 

Telephone/Fax: (01307) 468374 
or visit our web-site 

www.ianmurray-bagpipes.co.uk
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Scots pipers are regarded as the 
world's finest.

If you're musical, you could join their 
hallowed ranks by joining the Army. 
You'll study this traditional Scottish skill 
at the Army School of Bagpipe Music. 
You'll learn your trade, earn your 
qualifications, and we'll pay you £200+ 
per week. That should help you hit the 
right note.

For more information call us on 0845 600 6360, 
or visit your local Army Careers Office -  
we're in your Yellow Pages.

T H E  R E A L  T A R T A N A R M Y
B E  T HE  B E S T www.army.mod.uk

The Army is committed to Equal Opportunities
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RESULTS

Calling all contest secretaries. E  mail your results to: pt@college-of-piping.co.uk or fa x  them to 
us on 0141  3 3 7  3 0 2 4 ; i f  you wish you can enclose a report on how your competition went, 
along with any other comment. Photographs welcomed. I f  possible e mail these as ‘jp e g ’ f ile s  or 
post to P iping Times, 16-24  Otago Street, Glasgow G 1 2  8 JH

All Ireland Pipe Band 
Championships, July 7

Grade 1: 1. Field Marshal, 2. Scot. Power, 3. 
St Lawrence O ’Toole, 4. R U C . Drums: Field 
Marshal
Grade 2: 1. Ravara, 2. Ballycoan, 3. Bleary, 4. 
Upper Crossgare. Drums: Ravara

European Pipe Band 
Championships, Ayr, June 23

Grade 1: 1. F ield  M arshal, 2. B o g h all, 3. 
Shotts 4. Sco t. Power, 5. Vale o f  A tholl, 6. 
Strath. Police . Drums: Field Marshal 
Grade 2: 1. Ravara, 2. Dum fries Const., 3. 
Ballycoan, 4. Bleary, 5. Cullybackey, 6. City o f  
Glasgow. Drums: Ravara 
Grade 3A: 1. Tullylagan, 2. W oodgrange, 3. 
Howard M em orial (Ensemble Preference), 4. 
University o f  Luton, 5. M acLean Annan, 6. 
Banbridge. Best Drum Corps: Tullylagan 
G rade 3B : 1. Sy erla , 2 . T u llin tra in , 3 . 
Ballydonaghy, 4. Inverkeithing & D istrict, 5. 
A u g h a ro n a n , 6 . C u lle n fa d . B est D rum  
Corps: Tullintrain
Juvenile: 1. Lochgelly High, 2. D um barton,
3. Burntisland, 4. George Watson’s, 5. Vale o f 
A th o ll ,  6 . S te w a rt M e lv ille .  D rum s: 
Burntisland

United States Piping Foundation 
Championships, Newark, 

Delware,June 30
Judges: W illie Connell and Jim m y M cIntosh 
Professional Piobaireachd: 1. M ich ael 
Cusack -  Craigellachie, 2. W illiam  M cCallum  -  
My King Has Landed in Moidart, 3. Alasdair 
G illies -  The M acK ays’ Banner, 4. W illiam  
L iv in g sto n e  -  Lam ent f o r  the Children, 5. 
M atthew Turnbull -  MacCrimmon’s Sweetheart 
Professional MSR (Twice Over each Tune):
1. Alasdair G illies -  Hugh Kennedy, Susan 
MacLeod and Broadford Bay, 2. M ichael Cusack 
-  Major Manson’s Farewell to Clachantrushal, 
Tulloch Castle and Lt. Col. D JS Murray, 3. 
W illiam  M cC allum  -  Ahercairney Highlanders 
Caledonian Society o f London and The Man from

G lengarry, 4. M a tth e w  T u rn b u ll -  7 4ths 
Farewell to Edinburgh, Cabar Feidh and Sandy 
Cameron, 5. W illiam  Livingstone -  Leaving 
Glenurquhart, Delvinside and Willie Murray’s 
Reel
Overall Professional Championship: 1.
M ichael Cusack (Wins $850 and qualifies for 
the 2001  G lenfiddich  Cham pionship, with 
expenses paid), 2. Alasdair Gillies ($700), 3. 
W illia m  M c C a llu m  ( $ 5 5 0 ) ,  4 . W illia m  
L iv in g sto n e  ($ 2 5 0 ) , 5. M atth ew  T u rn b u ll 
($250)
A m ateu r P io b aireach d : 1. M a tth e w  
Pantaleoni -  The Piper’s Warning to His Master,
2. Erin  M cCarthy -  The MacGregors’ Salute, 3. 
Tristan W ilson -  Glengarry’s March, 4. M ark 
Elliott, 5. Steve M oore
A m ateu r M SR: 1. T r is ta n  W ils o n , 2 . 
M a tth e w  P a n ta le o n i -  The K nightsw ood  
Ceilidh, The Piper’s Bonnet and Lt. Col. D.J.S. 
Murray, 3. Sean M cG onigal, 4. Chris Knife, 5. 
Steve M oore
Overall Amateur Championship:
1. M atthew  Pantaleoni (W ins Silver Bu ckle 
and 2-w eek trip to the College o f  Piping),
2 .  Tristan W ilson ($300 piping scholarship),
3. Erin  M cCarthy ($250 piping scholarship),
4. Sean M cGonigal ($200 piping scholarship),
5. M ark Elliott ($150 piping scholarship)

Tobermory Games, July 19
Piob: 1. Angus M acC oll 2. Arthur Gillies 3. 
M artin Kessler
March: 1. Angus M acC oll 2. Arthur Gillies 3. 
Ian M acGregor
S&R: 1. Angus M acC oll 2. Arthur Gillies 3. 
Ian M acGregor
Jn r P iob : 1. P h ilip  B a r lo w  2 . L ynsey 
M acN icholl 3. Ronald Telfer 
March: 1. Daniel Johnstone 2. R onald Telfer
3. R o ry  Walker
S&R: 1. Lynsey M acN icholl 2. Philip Barlow 
3. R onald Telfer

Taynuilt Games, July 21
Piob: l . J o h n  M ulhearn, 2. A rthur Gillies,
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S c o t la n d 's  Bagpipe & 
K iltm akeR s s in c e  1 9 7 1

come am/.iee a tea/'JJ]atf/tr/te ' i /tt/et!

www.kintail.co.uk

Highland Bagpipes, Scottish Smallpipes,
Kintail 2000 Pipe Chanters,

Classic Second Hand Bagpipes, Bagpipe Restoration, 
Junior Standard and Long Practice Chanters, 
Reeds, Pipe Covers, Pipe Cords, Pipe Cases

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦

tome a at/ bee a tea/-lJu //, / /a/et!

www.kintail.co.uk

Kilts, Jackets, Pipe Band Uniforms, Sporrans, 
Sgian Dubhs, Waistbelts & Buckles, Shoes, 

Crossbelts, Hose, Flashes, Shirts,
Clan & Tartan Ties, Scottish Jewellery

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦

For Sales, Customer Support or our Full 
Colour Brochure contact:

113 B A R R A C K  S T R E E T , 

G L A S G O W , G 4  OUE, 
S C O T L A N D .

T E L : + 4 4  (0 )1 4 1  5 5 3  0 9 0 2  
F A X : + 4 4  (0 )1 4 1  5 5 3  0 9 0 3  

E -M A IL : g r e ig @ k in ta il.co .u k  
W E B  S IT E : w w w .k in ta il.co .u k

Trade Enquiries Welcome
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260 Glendale Meadows, 
Leixlip,
County Kildare,
Ireland.
Ph/Fax 0353 162 43825

13 Kensington Crt.,
Dollingstown,
Craigavon,
County Armagh,
Nth. Ireland BT66 7HU 
Ph/Fax 2838 323775

18 Glebe Street, 
Glasgow 
Scotland G4 OEU 
Ph. 0141 5521252 
Fax 0141 552 3896 

or
21 Candlemaker Row, 
Edinburgh EH1 2DE 
Ph/Fax 0131 225 5551 
www.kilts.uk.com

17 Ryeland Heath, 
Wigmore,
Luton,
Beds,
England LU2 8TZ 
Ph/Fax 0582 727066

Having Trouble with wet 
reeds, and unstable tone?

THE
R O S S  CA N ISTER BAG

is the answer

Z IP  S T R A P

C A N IS T E R

R U B B E R  H O S E  C L A M P  
S T O C K  H O L D E R S

C H A N T E R

Played worldwide by band and solo 
pipers at a ll levels, to dramatically improve 
tonal stability through superior moisture 
control and bag air-tightness.

For more details on a ll our products, 
please contact our U.K. dealers, or visit 
our website at:

www.rossbagpipereeds. com

ROSS BAGPIPE REEDS PTY. LTD. 
4 Deep Creek Drive,
East Doncaster,
Victoria 3109,
Australia
Ph/Fax 6 13 98465380
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Cameron Bagpipes
New Blowpipe

The FIRST blowpipe incorporating a water trap 

Made from black plastic -  NOT affected by water 

Replacement non-return valve fitted in top section 

Large capacity -  Approximately 20ml 

Stock and bag free from obstruction when 

cleaning or seasoning bag 

The o-ring joint top section is easily 

removed for emptying

•  The stock joint can be fitted with o-rings or 

turned for hemp

•  Design enhances all bagpipes

•  patent no: GB 2318900

Contact: Dugald Cameron, Arivegaig, Acharacle, Argyll, Scotland 
PH36 4LE. Tel/Fax: 01967 431279

Website: http://www.bagpipes.freeuk.com. email: bagpipes@freeuk.com

T H E  O F F I C I A L  
P U B L I C A T I O N  O F  T H E  

E A S T E R N  U N I T E D  
S T A T E S  P I P E  B AN D  

A S S O C I A T I O N

W hen all is said and 
done, you’ll read it
in the VOICE.
History, interviews, solo and band news for the whole 
piping and drumming world. Place a secure order on 
the Web or, for a one-year subscription, send name, 
address and check ($20 U.S. / $25 Canada / $30 All 
others) in U.S. funds made payable to: the VOICE.

the VOICE 
PMB 316 
560 Peoples Plaza 
Newark, DE 19702
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Results

3. Fred M orrison, 4 Donald M acPhee 
March: 1. Arthur Gillies, 2. Angus M acC oll,
3. James Beaum ont, 4 Gordon Maclean 
S&R: 1. Ian H u rst, 2. Jo h n  M u lh earn , 3. 
Arthur Gillies, 4 Angus M acC oll 
Jnr.March: 1. Callum Beaum ont, 2. Daniel 
Johnstone, 3. R onald Telfer
S&R: 1. Lindsay M a c N ic h o ll , 2 . D a n ie l 
Johnstone, 3. Ronald  Telfer

Inveraray Games, July 17
1. Stuart Liddell, Inveraray, Battle o f  Auldearn,
2. G o rd o n  W alk er, G lasgow , 3 . A ngus 
M acC o ll, B en d erloch , 4. C o lin  M acLellan, 
Glasgow
March: 1. Peter H unt, Glasgow, 2. D onald 
M acPhee, Alexandria, 3. Angus M acC oll, 4. 
Stuart Liddell
Strathspey & Reel: 1. G ordon Walker, 2. 
S tu art L id d ell, 3 . R o b e r t  W att, N o rth e rn  
Ireland, 4. Allan Russell, Kelty 
CPA P iob aireachd  (sp on so red  by T h e  
Glenfiddich): 1. Joh n  M ulhearn, The Old Men 
o f the Shells, 2. M artin Kessler, Germany, 3. 
James M acPhee, Glasgow, 4. James Thom pson 
B March:
1. Pamela W hyte, 2. Andrew Hall, 3. Alistair 
D unn, 4. Louise Hay 
B Strathspey & Reel:
1. C live M cF arlan d , 2 . Je a n  M o rr is o n , 3. 
Louise Hay, 4. Alistair D unn 
Junior Piobaireachd:
1. C a llu m  B e a u m o n t , B o ’n ess, 2 . C o lin  
P r e n tic e , D u n o o n , 3 . S c o t t  M c K illo p , 
Livingston, 4. L om e M acDougall, Carradale 
Junior March:
1. Lynsey M cN icholl, Com ber, C o D ow n, 2. 
Callum Beaum ont, 3. Julie Redden, D ornock,
4. Colin  Prentice 
Junior S&R:
1. Ju lie  R e d d e n , 2 . C allu m  B e au m o n t, 3. 
Grant Preston, 4. Scott M cKillop

William Livingston, Sr. 
Memorial Invitation, Hamilton, 

Ontario, May 12
Judges: R eay Mackay (Weston, Ontario) 
W illie Connell (London, Ontario)
Jim  McGillivray (Aurora, Ontario) 
Piobaireachd: 1. B ill Livingstone (Whitby, 
Ontario) In Praise o f  Morag, 2. Patrick Andrew 
Hayes (N epean, O ntario) The MacDougalls’

Gathering, 3 . A lasdair G illies  (P ittsbu rg h , 
Pennsylvania) The End o f the Great Bridge 
March, Strathspey, Reel, Hornpipe & Jig:
1. Alasdair Gillies Brigadier Ronald Cheape o f  
Tiroran, Inveraray Castle, Broadford Bay, Farewell 
to Erin and Michael MacDonald’s Jig, 2. Andrew 
BerthofF (Toronto, Ontario) Braes o f Brecklet, 
B la ir  D rum m ond, Broadford  Bay, D onald  
MacLeod and The Judge’s Dilemma, 3. Patrick 
Andrew Hayes
Overall Winner: Alasdair Gillies 
A l s o  c o m p e t in g : M artyn Brow n (London, 
O n ta r io ) ,  R o b e r t  C r a b tre e  (T o ro n to , 
O n ta r io ) ,  A n n  G ray (C a lg ary , A lb e rta ) , 
M ich a e l G rey (D undas, O n ta r io ) , Ian K . 
M a c D o n a ld  (A u ro ra , O n ta r io ) ,  Ja m e s  
M a cH a ttie  (T oron to , O n ta r io ) , E d  N eig h  
(W elles ley , O n ta r io ) ,  A n d y R o g e r s  
(Fredricton, N ew  Brunswick)

Scottish Championships, 
Dumbarton, July 28

Grade 1 (MSR): 1. Shotts & Dykehead, 2. 
B o g h a ll  & B a th g a te , 3 . F ie ld  M arsh a l 
M ontgomery, 4. Scottish Power, 5. Strathclyde 
Police, 6. Dysart & Dundonald 
Drumming: Shotts
Grade 2: 1. Ravara, 2. Ballycoan, 3. Dumfries 
& Galloway Constabulary, 4. City o f  Glasgow,
5. Boghall & Bathgate, 6. Bleary & district 
Drumming: Ravara
G rade 3 A: 1. T u lly la g a n , 2 . H ow ard 
M e m o ria l, 3 . A nnan E x -S e r v ic e  C lu b , 4. 
Milngavie, 5. M acLean Annan, 6. M acDonald 
Caledonia(Canada)
Drumming: M acLean Annan
Grade 3B: 1. Inverkeithing & D istrict, 2.
Lyon College (USA), 3. Troon Blackrock, 4.
Inverclyde, 5. Newtongrange
Drumming: Inverkeithing
Juvenile: 1. L o c h g e lly  H ig h  S c h o o l,  2 .
D u m b a rto n  & d istric t, 3 . B u rn tis la n d , 4.
M a cN a u g h to n ’s Vale o f  A th o ll, 5. G eorg e
W atsons College, 6. Boghall & Bathgate
Drumming: Lochgelly
Grade 4A: 1. Lom ond & Clyde, 2. C ity o f
Brechin , 3. B o ’ness R J3L , 4. K ilm arnock, 5.
Penicuik, 6. Milngavie
Drumming: B o ’ness
Grade 4B: 1. Arbroath R B L , 2. Kinglassie, 3. 
Tweedvale, 4. Kilsyth Thistle, 5. Newmains, 6. 
71st Engineer R egim en t 
Drumming: Kinglassie
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Highest Award Highest Award

By Appointment 
to Her Majesty the Queen 

Bagpipe Makers
Edinburgh 1886 Glasgow, 1903-4

R.G. HARDIE & CO.
^M akers a i life p ia r lò  0 f i n e s t  ^B agpipes

INCORPORATING
PETER HENDERSON LTD

Estab lished 1 86 8

Sole Manufacturers of the 
famous Airtight Seasoning

Quality makers of:
Bagpipes, Sporrans & Highland Dress 

for over 125 years

1 ST. MUNGO S T R E E T , B ISH O P B R IG G S, 
G LA SG O W  G64 1QT.

Telephone: 0141-772 6600 Telex: 777967 Fax: 0141-772 8803 
E-mail: info@rghardie. ukf.net Website: www. rghardie, ukf. net

Contractors to H.M. Government Telegrams: “Bagpipes Glasgow”
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Results

Novice Juvenile: 1. Paisley, 2. Craigm ount 
High School, 3. 1st Troon B B , 4. 47th Culter 
B B , 5. Lochgelly, 6. Seafield & District 
Drumming: Craigmount

Tomintoul Games, July 21
Piobaireachd: 1. Niall M athieson, 2. Colin 
M a c L e lla n , G lasgow , 3 . Je n n y  H azzard , 
Glasgow
March: 1. Niall M athieson, 2. Jenny Hazzard,
3. Colin MacLellan
Strathspey & Reel: 1, Niall M athieson, 2. 
Jenny Hazzard, 3. Duncan Watson, Aberdeen 
Hornpipe & Jig: 1. Jenny Hazzard, 2. Niall 
M athieson, 3. Pamela W hyte

Harpenden Highland Gathering
Roger Huth writes:

W h ile  the rest o f  G reat B rita in  m ostly 
e x p e r ie n c e d  rain  th e  sun sh o n e  on  
Harpenden s Highland Gathering for the first 
time in years. Situated on a green hill over­
lookin g  the fam ous ‘bow l’ the solo piping 
once again took place. “All the piping Greats 
used to com e here for this” remembered one 
o f  our judges, Jo h n  Shone. “J B  R ob ertson , 
N ichol, R eid  -  they were all here competing 
at o n e  tim e  o r a n o th e r .” W e have M r. 
Jonathan C o x  and the Harpenden Lions to

thank for reintroducing this popular Highland 
Games.
Judges: Joh n  Shone and Chris Apps 
Chief Steward: Peter Anderson 
P iob aireachd : 1. R o g e r  H u th , 2 . S teve 
Watterston, 3. Lachlan M acDonald 
MS&R: 1. R oger Huth, 2. Steve Watterston, 
3. Lachlan M acDonald
6 /8  Marches: 1. Steve Watterston, 2. R oger 
H uth, 3. Lachlan M acDonald 
Confined M arch: 1. A bbey  D o u g all, 2. 
Laurie Seiler 3. Stuart Walker & Joh n  Kinnard 
(joint)
Junior: 1. equal R ichard W ooster & M ichael 
W ooster

Loch Ness Gathering
P iob : N ia ll M a th e so n . M arch : B r ia n  
M acK en zie. S&R: Fred M o rriso n . Judge: 
W illie M acDonald (Benbecula)

Lochaber Games
Piob 15 and under (local and open): 
Ew an H en d erso n . Piob 18 and under: 
Calum Beaton. MSR 15 and under (local):
M artin  M a cB e a th . M SR 15 and under 
(open): D aniel Jo h n sto n e . M SR 18 and 
under: Calum Beaton. H&J 15 and under 
(local and open): M artin M acBeath. H&J 
18 and under: Calum Beaton.

C o n te s t  R e p o r t s

M S R .  H e  played b o th  his m arch es in  
e x c e l l e n t  s ty le , an d  fo llo w e d  th e m  
w ith  w e ll-c o n tr o l le d  strathsp eys. H e  
b ro k e  in to  th e  first o f  his ree ls T h e  
S m ith  o f  C h illie ch a ss ie  and  was g o in g  
w ell w h e n  su d d en ly  h e  ap p eared  to  
m o v e  his b o t to m  h an d  and  lo st th e  
f lo w  c o m p le te ly . M o s t  u n fo r tu n a te . 
A t th e  en d  o f  th e  day th e  p rizes w ere 
h an d ed  ov er by  M r  F ra n k  M cH ard y , 
D is t i l le r y  M a n a g e r  o f  S p r in g b a n k , 
w h o  a lso  d is t r ib u te d  m u c h  o f  th e  
s p o n s o r ’s w e l l - k n o w n  p r o d u c t .  In  
c lo sin g , I m u st pay tr ib u te  to  fear an 
tig h e  M r  A lastair C o u s in  w h o  did an 
e x c e lle n t  jo b  th ro u g h o u t th e  day and

also  to  th e  K in ty r e  P ip in g  S o c ie t y  
m e m b e r s , in  p a r t ic u la r  M r  W ill ia m  
M c C a llu m  Snr. w h o  assisted m e  w ith  
so m e  aw kw ard  p ro b lem s arou n d  th e  
h o te l.
Results
Piob: 1. W ill ie  M c C a llu m , 2 . G r e g  
W ils o n , 3 . N ia ll M a th ie so n , 4 . R o d d y  
M a cle o d .
MSR: 1. G o r d o n  W a lk e r , 2 . B r ia n  
D o n a ld s o n , 3 . W i l l ie  M c C a llu m , 4 . 
G re g  W ils o n .
H&J: 1 . G o r d o n  W a lk e r , 2 . W i l l i e  
M c C a llu m , 3 . B r ia n  D o n a ld so n .
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{piping F irn es CROSSWORD__________________

Test Your Knowledge

Across
1. D.R. likened drummers to these vegetables 

(3,4)
7. Bruce addressed his at Bannockburn (6)
8. The Duke of Roxburgh went to this black 

forest (5)
9. Fill in this form if you want to do 3 down (5)
10. Looks, sounds like its about a Scottish 

Regiment. (7)
13. Maggie was this (6)
14. He was the proud leader of an army (6)
16. Slow march to this loch (7)
19. Listen to Pipeline on this (5)
20. Para Handy’s Spark (5)
21. My Highland Home was this (6)
22. One grouping of piobaireachds (7)

Down
1. Tony Macdonald networks here (8)
2. Our Jimmy is not old (5)
3. Go in for a competition (5)
4. Suffer this if you do 3 down (6)
5. Meeting at Inverness (8)
6. Dance in this valley (4)
11. One of Three Men and their Music (8)
12. Angus MacKay may have suffered from 

this (8)
15. Stocks and these may break your bones (6)
17. Alec Fraser did not recommend this 

career for pipers (5)
18. Group of musicians but not pipers (5)
19. Could be High or Low depending 

where it goes (4)

Test your piping knowledge with the Piping Times Crossword. Each month send completed puzzles to 
PipingTimes, 16-24 Otago Street, Glasgow G12 8JH, Scotland, UK.The reader with the most correct 
answers over 12 issues will receive a £50 voucher for the College of Piping Shop. To qualify entries 
must be received before answers are published.
Last month’s solution: A cross -  Ross, Australia, Three, Reekie, Evan, Ord, Mar, Oman, Police, 
Loyal, Three Four, Kesh. D ow n  -  Usurper, Braemar, Rakes, Senior, Anthem, Lark, Amulree, Only 
Son, Dollar, Aboyne, Airth, Bear. Crossw ord com piled  by J e a n n ie  C am p bell.
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e -m a il: in fo @ a rg y llk ilts .c o .u k  
w e b s ite : w w w .a rg y llk ilts .c o .u k

Argyll B agpipes
& Kilts L td
S p o n s o r s  o f  1 s t  B t. A rg y ll  <St S u th e r la n d  H ig h la n d e rs  

P ip e s  a n d  D ru m s  a n d  C ra ig m o u n t J u v e n ile  P ip e  B a n d

B lB iSil

Our produci 
geared tc

trials and finish avai

>nally managed 
and delivery

Makers of Finest Quality Bagpipes -  Chanters -  Accessories

Mail Order Worldwide Distribution, ho Order Toe 
(host Major Credit Cards Acceptei 

highland Dress hire For Aii Occasions.
Stockists Of: Reeds -  Seasoning -  hemp -  Pipe Bags 

Covers -  Cords -  Ribbons, etc.
QUANTITY DISCOUNT FOR PIPE BAGS
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piping duties d ia ry__
SOLOS
S E P T E M B E R
1 -  B raem ar H ighland G athering , W illiam  
M etson, 0 1 3 3 9  7 5 5 3 7 7
2 -  Chatsw orth, M rs Fiona Stirling, 0 1 4 6 2  
4 5 5 0 5 5
5 /6  -  N o rth ern  M eeting , Inverness; Angus 
M acK en zie, 0 1 4 6 3  2375 8 1  
15 -  Invercharron; M orag  C halm ers, 0 1 8 6 3  
7 6 6 5 2 1
22 -  S c o t t i s h  J u n i o r  S o lo  P ip in g  
C h a m p io n s h ip s ,  C a r n o u s t ie ;  G o r d o n  
R o d g ers, 0 1 241  4 1 0 0 4 3  
22 -  D u n r o b in  C a s t le  P ip in g
C h a m p io n s h ip s ,  S e c r e ta r y  -  E v e ly n  
M a th e s o n , 0 1 4 0 8  6 3 3 1 7 6 ,  C o n v e n o r  -  
Fraser W ilson, 0 1 8 6 2  8 8 1 3 6 4  
Sept 2 8 -O c t 1 -  G a ir lo c h  P ip in g  
W eekend; con tact 0 1 6 6 7  4 9 3  4 5 7 ; Includes 
recital and talk by B rid get M acK en zie and 
D u n can  M acG illiv ray on  life o f  Iain  D ali 
M acKay, snr. and jn r . piping com p etitions; 
ceilidh; historical walk and w orkshop w ith 
N orm an  Gillies.
PIPE BAND 
S E P T E M B E R
1 -  A rb r o a th  H ig h la n d  G a m e s ; 0 1 3 8 2  
8 5 4 6 1 7
2 -  C hatsw orth, M rs Fiona Stirling, 0 1 4 6 2  
4 5 5 0 5 5
8 -  Pitlochry, M r A  C  W ilson , T h e  Bothy, 
30A  B on n eth ill R o a d , Pitlochry, P H  16 5 B S
9 -  P e e b le s ,  M r  W  M c M o r r a n ,  13  
K irkbau k Sy m in gton , Biggar, M L 1 2  6 L B ; 
0 1 8 9 9  3 0 8 3 8 5
6 O ctober -  H o u g h to n  L e S p rin g , M r 
Kevin R eilly , 5 G ilpin  Street, H ou gh ton  Le 
Spring, D H 4  5 D R ; 0 1 9 1 5  2 0 6 5 0  
BELLOWS
17 Novem ber -  L o w la n d  and B o r d e r  
P ip ers’ Society , C o llo g u e , B irn a m  H ou se 
H otel, Perthshire.
OVERSEAS
S E P T E M B E R
7/9th -  L igonier H ighland G am es, D avid

Peet, P O . B o x  8 8 4 , B e th e l Park, PA 1 5 1 0 2 - 
0 8 8 4 , U S A , 4 1 2  851 9 9 0 0  
15 -  C h a r le s to n  S c o tt is h  G a m es, P e te r  
A rm strong, 128 Essex D rive, Sum m erville, 
S C  2 9 4 8 5 , U S A , 8 4 3  8 7 3  6 7 7 9  
28-30 -  T h e  C eltic  Classic, 65  E . Elizabeth 
Avenue, Su ite 100 , B e th leh em , PA 18 0 1 8 , 
U S A , 6 1 0  86 8  9 5 9 9
28-30th  -  A la b a m a  H ig h la n d  G a m e s , 
D a v id  L e se n g e r , 4 4 2 5  P lu m m e r D riv e , 
M o n tg o m e ry , A L  3 6 1 0 6 ,  U S A , 3 3 4  2 7 3  
9 6 5 4
Q ueensland H ighland P ip er’s 
29th -  N S W  Pipers Society  Silver C halice 
P io b a ire ach d  C o n te s t, R o n  C le m e n t, 0 2  
9 9 4 8  1914 .
2 9 /3 0 th  -  Q u e e n s la n d  P ip e  B a n d  
C h am p io n sh ip s (in clu d in g  so lo  co n te st), 
C le v e la n d  S h o w  g ro u n d s, H a rry  o r  Ja n  
M acK enzie, 07  3 2 0 7  5 8 20 .

RADIO
T h e  B B C ’s P ip e lin e  p ro g ram m e can  be 
heard on  F M  9 2 .4 / 9 7 .7  M H z ; M W  8 1 0  
(D u m fr ie s  5 8 5 )  an d  o n  R a d io  n an  
G aid h eal F M  1 0 3 .5 -1 0 5  at 5 .0 5  P M  on 
Sundays Also on  Sky D igital 9 2 9  and avail­
a b le  w o r ld -w id e  o n  th e  I n t e r n e t  at: 
w w w .bbc.co.uk/radioscotland C o n tact Iain 
M a c ln n e s ,  S e n io r  P r o d u c e r ,  P ip e l in e ,  
R o o m  2 2 0 , B B C  R a d io  Scotland, Q u een  
M a r g a r e t  D r iv e ,  G la sg o w , G 1 2  8 D G . 
Sundays 2 - 2 .30p m  Tom m y M ille r -  Pipes 
&  D rum s from  R a d io  N o rth ern  Ireland. 
T h u rsd a y s  5 .3 0 p m  C r u n lu a th , C a ile a n  
M aclean, R a d io  N an Gaidheal, repeated at 
11 .25am  on Friday m ornings.
B B C  N o rth e rn  Irelan d can b e heard on  
F M  9 2 - 9 5 .4  M H z ; M W  1341  k H z; Sk y  
D ig ita l  C h a n n e l 9 2 9 .  P ip es and D ru m s 
A p ril 1 to  S e p te m b e r  2 , Su nd ays 2 p m , 
T h u rs d a y s  7 p m . A T o u c h  o f  T a r ta n , 
N o v e m b e r  -  D e c e m b e r , Su nd ays 2 p m , 
Thursdays 7pm .

jp U pilU J C l i n e s  D iary is com p iled  by Linda C ron e. L et her know  w hat is goin g on in 
your society  or pipe band. Tell us w h en  you are h old ing a contest o r fund raiser. All D iary 
insertions are free. Send your D iary  info to Linda at the C ollege. E  mail: c o lle g e @ co lle g e - 
o f-p ip in g .co .u k  or see page on e for o th er con tact details. Please check before travel­
ling, or entering, any of the above events.
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• ePTFE membrane/textile laminate 
from the same company that 
developed GORE-TEX® fabric

• Maintenance free -  no seasoning 
necessary, naturally supple

• Pick up and play anytime
• Automatic moisture control -  

even pitch and tone
• Ease of assembly -  no tying in 

necessary

Frônwrï^îêart 
of Scotland
For a list of stockists, 

please contact:
W L Gore & Associates (UK) Ltd, 

Kirkton South Road, 
LIVINGSTON,
West Lothian 

EH54 7BT.
Tel: 01506 460123 
Fax: 01506 462270 

www.gore.com

• Longer, more hygienic bag life

pipe bag
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Creative Technologies 
Worldwide
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R.T. Shepherd & Son (Scotland) Ltd 
Tel: +44(0)1592 720130

Acknowledged many as 
the world's finest

www.shepherd-bagpipes.com

Fax:+44 (0)1592 721857
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